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ABOUT THE COVER >
Overlooking the flowers and vegetable crops growing at the Blaisdell 

Hill Farm in Sutton. The farm operates on leased land within the 
Hedgehog Hill conservation easement, owned by Andy and Dorothy 

Jeffrey. Read more about this inspiring partnership on page 13.

From the Executive Director Hans Carlson

J une marks both the beginning of summer and the end 
of our fiscal year here at Ausbon Sargent. We are very 
grateful to all of you who have supported us over the last 

twelve months, both financially and with your volunteer time. 
Thank you all.

I want to say a special thank-you to all of you who took the 
time to share your thoughts with us for our strategic planning 
process. Over this last winter, we asked our community to give 
us survey feedback on the work we are doing, and hundreds 
of you took the time to help us. We took that information and 
used it to shape almost three dozen hour-long interviews with 
various stakeholders, and these allowed us to add color and 
detail to what we heard in the survey. Through this process, 
you have given us insight into the things you think we are 
doing well, the places where you would like to see us possibly 
expand our focus, and the concerns you have about this 
region about which we all care so much. We took all of this 
into a very fruitful day-long board/staff retreat in May and 
will be writing a new plan over the summer. I very much look 
forward to sharing the plan with all of you.

I hope you enjoy this edition of the Chatter; as always, it’s a 
great overview of the work we are doing. You will notice a focus 
on farming in several of the articles, and farming is one of the 
places where our conservation work intersects strategically 
with other community efforts. An organization that 
understands land, like Ausbon Sargent, is a natural partner for 
those interested in maintaining or creating a relationship with 
farm work and growing local food. Below you will read a couple 
of different stories related to these partnerships.

Partnerships, in fact, are something we are thinking about 
carefully in the strategic planning process. Like all nonprofits, 
we have our core competencies on which we want to 
keep focus, but these areas often overlap with the work 
of other organizations. These shared areas of effort offer 
the opportunity for partnerships which amplify benefits to 
multiple missions at once, and this is true of many subjects 
in addition to farming. Our well-established relationship with 
Lake Sunapee Protective Association is another great example 
of the power of partnership to advance multiple missions.

I hope your summer has been lovely thus far. Please enjoy 
your reading, and again I want to thank everyone who has 
supported us through membership and other donations. We 
could not do any of this without your help There’s a lot that 
needs to be done, but together we can make it happen and 
keep the legacy of Ausbon Sargent alive in the work we will do 
in the future.

Onward! 

Hans Carlson,  
Executive Director
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How We Prepare for Forever
By Kristy Heath, Development & Communications Coordinator

A usbon Sargent’s mascot is a squirrel, which is not a 
very ferocious animal and wasn’t chosen to signify 
strength and agility. Instead, it was chosen for its 

simple and wholesome trait of planning ahead. The saying 
“squirrel away” is used to save something of value by putting 
it out of sight for a later use. A squirrel hides food when it 
is plentiful, in anticipation of the winter months when it is 
harder to find. Our namesake, Ausbon Sargent, a man of no 
inherited wealth, spent his life savings to purchase and protect 
from development a special property in his hometown of 
New London. He valued the land and wanted it to remain a 
meaningful part of the community. At the Land Trust, we strive 
to be more like Ausbon - and the squirrels! Saving land means 
saving community.

Because we are an organization that has made a promise to 
over 170 landowners to steward (or protect) their properties 
forever, it is essential that we make every effort to plan for 
longevity. You might think that all the planning we do is 
centered around protecting land, but in fact we do some other 
planning that is essential for Ausbon Sargent to be around for 
generations to come.

Accreditation: Since 2011, Ausbon Sargent voluntarily goes 
through a stringent review of our policies and procedures 
facilitated by the Land Trust Accreditation Commission (LTAC), 
which takes about a year to complete. The Land Trust must 
prove that it is adhering to best practices for land protection 
by showing where policies and procedures have been tested 
over time. Organizations that pass this review can display the 
seal of accreditation, which signifies that it is an organization 
of excellence. The latest accreditation renewal process has 
provided Ausbon Sargent with an extended accreditation until 
2033!

Strategic Planning: Ausbon Sargent must be aware of how 
changes in the world and in our area might affect the work 
we want to do. Therefore, every five years the Land Trust goes 
through a period of strategic planning, including a market 
study. Over the past eight months, we have worked to collect 
thoughts from our constituents, volunteers, members, and 
others about what we are doing right, and what we should work 
on to improve over the next five to ten years. The results of this 
exercise guides us in formulating how we move forward. While 
our mission will stay the same, the work we must do to meet 
that mission will change over time. 

Alternative Energy: Energy costs, among other things, are 
rising each year, so finding alternative ways to meet our energy 
needs today and for an unpredictable future are real things 
to consider. Through the kindness and generosity of the Hess 
family (see page 7 for the story), Ausbon Sargent is the grateful 
recipient of a 42-panel rooftop solar array that is generating 
more power than we can consume! This means that not only is 
our carbon footprint shrinking, but more of the donations we 
receive can be used for land projects, stewarding our 14,000+ 
acres, and managing the properties owned by the Land Trust.  
It is a win-win!

Ausbon Sargent works every day to deliver the promise of 
“forever” to those who have entrusted us to watch over and 
protect their special places. And every day we do our best to 
plan for the future and to remain an organization of excellence, 
focused on protecting all that we love about the rural landscape 
in which we live. 

Kristy is the Development and Communications 
Coordinator at Ausbon Sargent and just celebrated 11 years 
with the organization. She enjoys camping, hunting for sea 
glass, skiing and boating. A NH native, Kristy resides in New 
London.

Courtesy Jean Herrick
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The Kawasiwajo (kah-wah-SEE-wad-ZOH) Community Land Trust (KCLT) reached 
out to Ausbon Sargent in 2025 to collaborate on a special project in Warner. A 
generous benefactor purchased the 70-acre Foster Farm property in 2020 with the 
intention of selling it to KCLT for just 25% of its appraised value. Part of the project 
is putting 69 acres of the property under a conservation easement to protect the 
beautiful Ballard Brook that flows into the Warner River, and the wildlife habitat on 
the property. This project couples affordable housing (the rehabilitated farmhouse), 
with farmers who can then live and work the land. Because the property is located 
on what was traditional Abenaki territory, a cultural easement will provide access 
to the land for natural, spiritual, and cultural resources. Ausbon Sargent helped 
to fundraise and bring awareness to the project, and in the spring of 2026, KCLT 
purchased the property. We anticipate that by the time this issue has gone to print, 
a conservation easement will have been placed on the 69 acres of the Foster Farm 
property and is now part of a corridor of conserved lands across the Mink Hills. Visit 
kcltnh.org for more information on this project.

FOSTER FARM
69 acres in Warner

LAND PROJECT UPDATES:  

An aerial view of the Foster Farm property.

On June 29, 2026, Ausbon Sargent finalized the purchase of a conservation 
easement on the 100-acre Ohler Property, where Dr. John and Priscilla Ohler 
moved to in the mid 1950’s. The Ohlers had expressed interest in protecting their 
land in the past but wanted to leave it to their six children to decide what to do 
with such an important and valuable asset. Dr. and Mrs. Ohler would be pleased 
to know that their children have honored their wishes by keeping this acreage 
undeveloped. This conservation easement helps to protect the Pleasant Lake 
watershed, allows for continued hiking on the existing woods roads, and will 
provide for eventual trail connections between Messer Farm and the Two Brook 
Woods properties. The Ohler property creates almost 300 acres of contiguous 
protected land, essential for wildlife habitat and forestry. Ausbon Sargent is 
grateful that the Ohler family chose to protect this special piece of land, and that 
they sold the easement to the Land Trust for $225,000 below the appraised value. 

THE OHLER PROPERTY
100 Acres in New London

One of the many woods road trails 
that exist on the Ohler property.

In 2020, the Land Trust purchased the 201-acre Cassey Brook Preserve off Wilmot 
Center Road in Wilmot. Access to the property has been a challenge over the last 
six years, as visitors are required to travel along a road and driveway that is shared 
with an abutter. Each winter and spring when the access is narrowed due to snow 
and mud, Ausbon Sargent respectfully asks that the public refrain from accessing 
the Preserve so as to not block the abutting driveway. On June 1, 2026, the Ledger 
family sold to the Land Trust 3.5 acres of land along Wilmot Center Road in New 
London, which also directly abuts the Preserve. The dilapidated structure on the 
Ledger property will be removed, and year-round access to the Cassey Brook 
Preserve and its wonderful trails will be made available to the public. Keep an eye 
out for the announcement that the access point is ready to be used! 

THE LEDGER PROPERTY
3.5 acres in New London

A view of the vantage point at Cassey Brook Preserve.  
The easier access point afforded by the purchase of the Ledger 

property will welcome future visitors to this peaceful area. 
Courtesy Peter Bloch, EarthAerial Productions
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Land Protection Options
By Andrew Deegan, Land Protection Specialist

S ince its founding in the late 1980’s Ausbon Sargent has 
used different conservation tools to protect over 14,000 
acres in the Mt. Kearsarge/Ragged/Lake Sunapee region. 

Each method comes with different benefits as well as different 
challenges.

The conservation tool that Ausbon Sargent has most utilized is 
the conservation easement. This is when the landowner, either a 
private individual, municipality or other conservation organization, 
grants Ausbon Sargent rights to their property. These include the 
development rights as well as certain management activities that 
can occur on the property. Commercial forestry and agriculture 
are typically allowed so long as a plan is followed, and best 
management practices are used. This option is good for many 
landowners because they can manage their land, knowing that 
it is permanently protected. The difficulty for Ausbon Sargent 
lies in the fact that the landowner is not permanent. As the land 
is transferred from owner to owner, Ausbon Sargent must be 
diligent about communicating the terms of the easement to 
each subsequent owner to reduce the chances of misuse of the 
property. 

Another way Ausbon Sargent has protected land is outright 
ownership. The Land Trust owns over 1,400 acres with several 
more projects in the pipeline. These lands are managed by 
our stewardship staff under the guidance of the policies we 
have established over time. Our properties are mostly open to 
the public for low impact recreation, and we can create trails 
to provide easier access to the land. In most instances the 
properties can be managed for forestry and agriculture.  

Costs associated with these kinds of management activities 
are the responsibility of Ausbon Sargent. If there are issues on 
an easement property, like a timber trespass or destructive ATV 
use, Ausbon Sargent works with the landowner to remedy the 
situation but ultimately it is the landowner’s responsibility to 
fix the issue. When Ausbon Sargent is the landowner, it is our 
responsibility to remedy the situation.  

Many of the properties we have conserved were in Current Use. 
Current Use is a great tool for reducing taxes on property more 
than 10 undeveloped acres in size. The property is taxed as it 
is currently being used, not considering its full development 
potential. Although there are some protections with land being in 
Current Use, they are not permanent; the land can be taken out 
of Current Use and developed by paying a penalty. This is not an 
option with a conservation easement. Therefore, Current Use can 
be a good conservation tool, but it does not permanently protect 
the land.

As you can see, there are several land protection options for those 
who want to keep their land undeveloped. Ausbon Sargent works 
with each landowner to find the best method of protection for 
each particular property and also determines if the property fits 
within the Land Trust’s criteria for protection.

Andy has worked at Ausbon Sargent for 18 years as its Land 
Protection Specialist. He lives in New London with his wife and 
two children. In his free time, he enjoys birding, kayaking, hiking, 
and generally being outside. 

A portion of the trail found on one of 
the Blitzer conservation easement 
properties, Bradford.
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Picking strawberries at the Sargent Clough field, New London

The Importance 
of Family Farms
By Jamie Wilson, Stewardship Manager

F amily farms have long been the backbone of agriculture 
and rural communities around the world. They symbolize 
tradition, hard work, sustainability, and community values. 

In an age of industrial agriculture and large corporate farming 
operations, family farms remain essential to both society and the 
environment. These farms play a major role in supporting local 
economies by creating jobs, purchasing supplies from nearby 
businesses, and helping to keep money circulating within rural 
communities. Farmers’ markets and local food systems often rely 
heavily on family-owned farms, allowing consumers to buy fresh 
products directly from the people who grow them.  

Family farms also help preserve cultural traditions and values. 
Farming families often pass down knowledge, techniques, 
and customs that have existed for decades or even centuries. 
These traditions teach responsibility, cooperation, and respect 
for nature. Family farmers are often deeply connected to their 
land, so they tend to focus on maintaining soil quality and 
producing healthy crops that can support future generations. 
Many family farmers use sustainable practices such as crop 
rotation, composting, and careful water management to protect 
natural resources. Unlike some large-scale industrial operations 
that may prioritize profit over conservation, family farmers 
often see themselves as caretakers of the land. Their long-term 
connection to their property encourages them to maintain 
healthy ecosystems for future generations.

Rising costs, unpredictable weather, competition from large 
corporations, and changing market conditions make it difficult 
for many small farms to survive. Supporting local agriculture, 
buying from farmers’ markets, and encouraging agricultural 
policies that help small farmers are important ways society can 
protect these valuable institutions.

Most of our conservation easements keep the land open for 
commercial agriculture and commercial forestry. It is important 
to us as an organization to protect the land but to also keep 
people connected to it by allowing for sustainable agriculture 
and forestry. We are constantly learning how we can support 
the farms and forests we are connected to, while protecting the 
rural landscape of our region.  

Jamie works as the Stewardship Manager at Ausbon 
Sargent and oversees the stewarding of conservation 
easement properties and properties owned by the Land 
Trust. She enjoys hiking, mountain biking, skiing, and 
cooking. Jamie currently resides in Sunapee with her cat, 
Poppy.

“There needs to be a radical shift towards  
more robust local and regional food systems, largely 
made up of family farms and local food businesses.  

At Two Mountain Farm, we know our customers, and 
our customers know us. They are our neighbors living 

in the greater Kearsarge and Merrimack Valleys.  
We have trust. We have mutually beneficial 
relationships, and we have food sovereignty  

for those who choose to participate.”

– Andrea Bye, Two Mountain Farm

“Growing up, my father always kept animals,  
mowed hay, and made maple syrup. I am lucky 

enough to have done the same thing for the last 
55 years. “Going farmin’” is in your blood; it’s about 
following the cycle of the seasons and enjoying the 

land. Small farms are nothing without small farmers 
and my wife and I are very lucky to have a son and 

his wife who now own and run the business as third 
generation farmers. He has been kind enough to let 
me stay on and I still find huge joy and satisfaction 

hooking up the mower at sunrise and setting out 
for the day. Perhaps the greatest joy is working the 
land that is always going to be the land, protected 

by a conservation easement crafted with the careful 
guidance of Debbie Stanley [former Executive 

Director at ASLPT] and put  
in place by my father Richard Webb.”

- Van Webb, Harding Hill Farm
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Left: Lisa and Jamie Hess along with Hans Carlson celebrate after officially 
switching the Ausbon Sargent building to solar power in March, 2026.

Right: The finished 42 panel solar array.
A Powerful Gift
By Jamie and Lisa Hess

Have you noticed anything new on the roof of Ausbon 
Sargent’s headquarters building? Next time you visit, 
you’ll see 42 rooftop solar panels. They not only serve 

100% of the building’s electrical needs; they also feed excess 
electrons into the electric grid to earn credits from Eversource. 
Since coming online at the beginning of March, these panels have 
already generated an astounding 7.9 megawatt-hours of electricity, 
and plenty more is on the way as the days get longer and the sun 
climbs higher in the sky.

It’s a lucky accident that Ausbon Sargent already had a near-
perfect site for solar, with only a handful of shade trees and a 
gently sloping southwest-facing roof. So, when the opportunity 
presented itself, Lisa and I couldn’t wait to get started. In our 
roles serving on New London’s municipal Energy Committee, we 
had just overseen the installation of a rooftop solar array on the 
New London Fire Station, and we were in close contact with the 
installers throughout the process. During one of their many visits 
to New London, we persuaded them to drive around the corner 
onto Pleasant Street and do a site assessment at Ausbon Sargent. 
The result is what you now see up on the roof!

Why was 2026 the ideal year for Ausbon Sargent to go solar? In 
addition to following through on our commitment to conserve our 
natural environment, it made excellent financial sense to begin 
to insulate ourselves from the volatile price swings of oil, gas and 
propane, which are being increasingly impacted by geopolitical 
risk and overseas conflict. Converting all our energy use to 

electricity, and producing our own electricity with solar panels, is 
the most cost-effective way to keep energy costs under control, 
both now and in the future.

Federal incentives are still here to help, thanks to the Inflation 
Reduction Act enacted under the Biden administration. Though 
the residential solar tax credit has since been repealed, incentives 
for businesses, institutions and nonprofits will remain in effect 
through the end of 2027, and in some cases even longer. Ausbon 
Sargent is eligible for a 30% rebate on the entire cost of the solar 
panels. When this rebate arrives, plans will be made to install 
mini-split heat pumps throughout the building for heating and 
cooling. This final step will completely ‘decarbonize’ the building 
and make it perhaps New London’s first ‘Net Zero Energy’ 
structure. An achievement we can all be proud of!

Ausbon Sargent is grateful for this gift, provided by the Hess 
family. We look forward to enjoying the benefits of one day being a 
“Net Zero Energy” structure and spending more of our funding on 
land projects and conservation!
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Membership & Annual Fund
Ausbon Sargent gratefully acknowledges the generous operational support of our Membership donors, Annual Fund 
donors, and Corporate Matching Gift donors for Fiscal Year 2026 which ended June 30. Your annual commitment helps 
us protect and steward the lands, watersheds, and rural character of the communities we serve. Thank you to the 24 
anonymous households that choose to quietly support our conservation work.

*denotes gifts to both Membership & Annual Fund    + denotes a corporate matching gift    ^denotes deceased

AUSBON SARGENT 
SOCIETY
Jane Brock-Wilson
Robert & Sara D’Alelio
Jean Dulude
Domenic & Molly Ferrante
Marty & Bob Hopkins*
Michael & Sharon Kelly
Randy Peeler & Kate Kellogg*
Joyce Rheingold & Paul 
Reingold*^
Tina Spencer Cuevas
Edmund & Jane Walsh

LEGACY CIRCLE
Lisa & David S. Andrews*
Victoria & Peter Bauer
Dave & Brenda Beardsley*
Duncan Beardsley*
Mark & Kristen Begor
Shelby & Woody Blunt
David & Barbara Calhoun
Bob & Nancy Cleveland
Steven & Mitzi Elkes
Susan & Stephen Immelt
Mike & Barbara Kreisler
Blake LeBaron & Una-May 
O’Reilly
Jon Marquis
Mike Morgan & Laurie Schive
Barbara & David Roby*
Kiki & Daniel Schneider*
Bill & Betty Stockwell*
Carol Thrane & Robert 
Martin

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE
Robin Albing & Don Castle*
Bill & Sarah Boynton
Eric & Jenn Burt*
Doug & Alane Carey
Debbie & Keith Chrisman
Tom & Martha Cottrill
John Finck & Eve Burton
Ginny Gwynn & Jon Bellis*
Jack & Sara Harkins
Ann & Neal Harris*
Dave & Susan Hollinger
Daniel & Betsy Junius*
Deborah Kuklis*+
Robin MacIlroy & William 
Spears

Deborah & Herb Magid
Dennis McCafferty*
Tom & Bliss McCord
Judy & Jim Oates
Diane Robbins*
Susan Schlough & Andrew 
Abbott*
Bob Silvia*
Tim & Lizette Sliter
Liz Stikeman
Tom Thomas
Mark & Karen Vachon
Peter & Pamela Voss*
Bob & Tona White

BENEFACTOR
Ken & Nola Aldrich*
Steve & Nancy Allenby
Aimee & Matthew Ayers
Doug Bacon & Anne Marie 
McGarry*
Stephen & Sallie Barker*
Nancy & John Berger*
Chuck & Emilie Bolduc
Stephen & Sandra Bravo
Ann Brayfield & Joe Emerson
Stanley & Pam Bright*
John Bruno & Artemis 
Tsagaris
Kristina Burgard
Jim & Susan Campbell
Marcie & Lindy Campbell*
Karen Cangiano*
Bruce Cerullo & Kristen 
Lynch-Cerullo
Suzanne & Lyman Chapin
Leo & Deb Cloutier
Community Foundation of 
Western Massachusetts*
Bill & Sue Conaty
Jean & Jim Connolly
Miner & Helen Crary*
Chris & Janice Cundey*
Ann & Marc Davis*
Laurie DiClerico
Bob & Rena DiMuccio+
Margaret & William Doody*
Midge & Tim Eliassen
Susan & Scott Ellison
Walter & Elaine Ensign*
David & Rachel Fine* 

Fred & Graceann Foulkes
Lynn & John Gilbert
Will Goldthwait & Courtney 
Church*
Steve & Sue Greenbaum
Debbie Hall*
Tom & Linda Hamlin*
Frances Harris*
Sally Harris & Pierre Lessard*
Gene & Susan Hayes
John & Thelma Hewitt*
Tom & Marilyn Hill*
Jeff & Roberta Hollinger*
Peggy Hollinger*
Bo Hopkins & Ranji 
Nagaswami
Bob Isman
Betsy Janeway
Kristin & Ken Jautz*
Carl Jelleme
Dr. Amy Johnson
Sally Keating
Joan Kinne
Caroline Kittredge
Ron & Vicki Koron*
Anne Langsdorf
Cindy Lawson
Nell Leach*
Nina Lian & Harlow Farmer+
Betsy & Jim Lyons*
David & Nancy Macdonald*
Fleuri & Mike MacIntyre*
Kathy & Jim Mathias
Myra Mayman & Alex 
Bernhard^
Donald & Gabby McCree
Karen McGrew*
Willie McLaughlin & Anne 
Seger
Russell Moore & Joanne 
Palmisano
Mark Pederson & Keith 
Faccone
Fred & Julia Pierce
Marcelle & Alan Pike
Mike & Froncie Quinn*
Jackie & Carter Roberts
Steve Root & Karen Ebel*
Caroline & David Ryan+
Heidi & Jason Saghir*
Nancy & Sandy Salmela*
Joyce Saturley

Schimberg Family 
Foundation Fund of 
the Greater Cincinnati 
Foundation
Stephen & Debi Seamans*
Deirdre Sheerr Gross
Fred & Susan Sievert*
Paul & Carrie Sohigian
Nancy & John Solodar*
David & Stevie Spina
George & Janie Stephenson
Nathaniel Stevens+
Gary Surprenant
Harry & Suzanne Tether
Blackie & Renate Tilson*
Bernie Towne*
John Trachy & Cynthia 
Hayes*
Cathy & Gene Weber*+
Pamela & Gregory Weiss*
John & Debbie Wilson
Chris & Cindy Winship
Anthony & Bertie Woeltz
Dan & Bev Wolf*
Clive Wood
Mark & Tracy Wood
Paul & Marge Wutz

PATRON
Sue & Buddy Allen
Sue Ellen & Dave Andrews
Walter & Eleanor Angoff
Larry Armstrong
Ruth & Bill Barney*
Kathy & David Bashaw*
Jeanine Berger
Don & Marcia Blenko
Betsy Boege*
Dave & Nancy Brazier*
Woody & Cynthia Canaday
Cindy & Tim Carlson
Michael & Jules Catania
Deb Coffin
Kenneth & Carol Conway
Lisa & Dick Correa
Bette & Kirk Cruikshank
Cheryl Cummer
Kim De Morgan
Michael & Betsy Deasy
Angela DesPrez*
Nancy Donnelly

Mary Doyle*
Lori Dustin & Scott Trachy
Sue Eaton
Don Eberly
Don & Sue Elliott*
Jen Ellis
Jen Esten & Jonathan Waage
Mary Eysenbach
Barbara Faughnan
Peter & Catherine Fiore*
Judy Formanek
Carol & Charlie Foss*
Laura Beth Foster*
Barry & Gretchen Fougere*
Ivor & Barbara Freeman
Rebekah & Matthew 
Gardiner*
Jack & Lisa Garrahan
John Garvey & Cotton 
Cleveland
Mark Geer & Anki Wolf
Gerry Gold & Jane Gold^
Kitty & Peter Goldsmith*
Sandra & Michael Goss*
Joan & Allan Gould*
John & Jane Griggs
Kara & Jamie Gruver
Bonnie Guterl*
Peter & Carolyn Hager*
Lawrence Hall & Risa 
Bridges-Hall
Rebecca Harned
Amy & Harry Hedison*
Jerry Hersey*
Fred & Tammy Hill*
Lyn & Jeff Hopkins*
Jane & Bill Hopwood
Kimberley Hornung*
Stephen & Mary Lou Hoyt*
Andre & Kelly Hunter
David & Anne Ivey
Dorothy & Andy Jeffrey
John & Theresa Joyce
Dr Robert & Amy Kadner
Nan Kaplan*
Rick & Karla Karash*
Tory & Sandra Lambert
Debbie Lang & Peter 
Savickas*^
Susan & David Leathers
Mark Lennon & Martha 
Goettelmann*

Nancy & Michael Loucks
Matt & Kate Lowrie*
David Marshall & Cynthia 
Marshall^
Nick & Evan Martin
Polly & Tom Martinson*
Skip & Lyn Mattoon*
Kay McCrillis*
Connie & Andrew McElwee
Greg & Allyson McGinn
Jon & Sherrie McKenna
Fifi Mitchell*
Patrick & Kathleen Mulhern*
Pat & Blake Munson*
Tim Nichol & Emily Holland
Steve & Anne Nilsen*
Bob & Rita Norander
Matt & Alison Nowak*
Bill & Penny Obenshain
Bob & Judy Odell*
Jim Owers & Leslie Ludtke*
Mark & Deb Pasculano
Jennifer & Jonathan Paul
Jill & David Paul
Mark Pener & Katie Bacon
Pam Perkins*
Phyllis Tilson Piotrow
Glenn & Susan Pogust
Timothy Pratt
Eric & Maria Rieders*
Jon & Nancy Roemer*
Paul & Jan Sahler
Martha & Lee Schimberg
Art & Mary Ellen Scutro
Cathy Shea & Brad Weiss
Sharon & Duffy Sheehan
Kay Smith*
Debbie & Peter Stanley*
Greg & Patsy Steverson*
Pat Stewart*
Mike & Nan Stolpinski*
Bob Sturgis
Mike & Kathy Thomas*
Daniel Thorne
Gene & Sue Venable*
Bob von Ette*
Betsy Denny Warner*
Margo & Todd Webber
Sherri & Gerry Weber
Luke Wenger
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Tanya & Bob Wilkie*
Dylan & Stephanie Wilks*
Mel Wolfgang
Marcia Wright*

STEWARD
Heather & Mike Achilles
Mary Ellen Alger
Mary & Borden Ayers
George & Chris Bachrach
John & Sheila Barnett*
Chris & Lynne Bartlett*
Karen Baumgartner & Bill 
Roebuck
Ann & Pierre Bedard
Deborah Benjamin
Charlie Betz
Jane & John Bierwirth
Terri & Gordon Bingham*
Marla Binzel
Kirk Bishop & Julie Bishop^
David & Beverly Bjorklund*
Sandra Blackington*
Peter Bloch & Kathy Lowe 
Bloch
Bob & Kathy Bowers
Mary Ann & Jim Bradley
Rick Breckenridge
Steven & Michelle Briggs
Cynthia & Greg Bruss
Michael Carrier
Karyn Cepek & Jeff Evenson
Betsy & Ted Cetron
Dick & Sage Chase
Read Clarke
Sunny Coady
Colby Hill Association
Bob Cole*
Bob Crook
Rip & Debbie Cross
Polly Crowell*
Ron & Susan Crowell
Brian & Cheryl Culloty
Bonnie Burley & John Dale*
Cindy & Rob Daley
Charles & Elizabeth d’Amour
Judy & Dave Danielsen
Michelle & Tom Davis
Julie & Jeff Deacon
Sally Dean
Al& Sarah Dekin
Wynne DeMille*
David & Lisa DeSimone
Betsy & Jim Dexter
Neil & Ellen Sandler 
Donnenfeld
Ann & John Donnery
Derek Doolittle & Shawna 
Hastings
Jed Durso*

Brian & Bernadette Eaton
Steve Ensign
Jeff & Annette Epremian
Ada Fan
Patrick & Susan Fine
Harriet & Richard Fingeroth*
Katharine Fischer
Jim Flanagan^
Crispin Fletcher
Charlie & Becky Forbes
Maggie Ford & John Ford*^
Rebecca & Michael 
Friedman*
Lexi & Juan Garcia*
Barbara Garner & Geoff 
Johnson
Steve & Michelle Goldsmith
Patricia Denny Goodlin*
Andrew Groh
James Harrington
Kyle Harris
Marty & Dave Harris*
Dick & Janet Hendl
Keith Herndon
Perry Hodges & Herb Marks
Sooze & John Hodgson
Bill & Linda Hoffman
Steve Holland
John & Teresa Horan
Beth & Tom Horner
Jan Hostage & Elizabeth 
Stevens
Carol Howard*
Bruce & Marsha Johnson
Stephen & Marianne Jordan
Ken & Linda Joy
David & Martha Karrick*
Margaret Keane-Hajdarovic*
Bets Kent & John Everett
Susan & Glen Kerkian
Susan King
Ken Kohnle
Diane Kreager
Jack & Cindy Kutner
Sylvia & Robert Larsen
Pete & Heidi Lauridsen
Stephen & Ann Lawson
Betsy Little*
Mrs. Theodore C. Lockhart
Phil & Barbara MacNeill*
Mary & Tom Manion+
Bill & Leci McCrillis
Michael & Rosemary 
McElroy
Jim & Pam McGraw
Jeff & Dale Milne
Steve & Stacey Moore
Tina & Duncan Morhardt
Linda Morrow*
Mike & Leora Natan*

Heidi & Dave Nelson*
Dan & Jacqueline Nowicki
Elaine & Gerard O’Neill
John Philbrick & Mary 
Ropka*
Dr. Jeffrey & Cheryl Powell
Tricia & Elliot Pratt
Lawrence Preston
Bruce & Maura Ritz
Donald & Elaine Robar*
Ken Robbins & Ann 
Mordecai*
Evan & Sarah Roberts
Nancy & Norman Rogers
Harry & Sue Rohrer
James Rooney
Rachel Rosenblum
Sandy & Briton Sanders
Vahan Sarkisian*
Jill & John Schiffman*
Jonathan & Janet Schwartz
John & Sage Scott
Edward & Sarah Scrivani
Peter Segal
John Sheehan
Rexford Sherman
Mike Sherrill & Carol Meise
Matt & Melinda Siranian*
Chris & Marianne Smith
Jean Spaulding & Bob 
Kjellman
William & Andi Steel
Rosalind Stevens
Beth & Gary Stich
Doug Sweet & Brenda Digilio
Ralph & Christina Sweetland
Brian Tavares
Susan Terwilliger & Michael 
Mulcahy*
Pat Tivnan
Lynn & Andrew Uhl
Jack Unkles*
Robert & Geary Vail*
Anne VanTine & Robert 
Evans*
Rick & Karene Wallis
Anne & Gil Watkins
Paula & Donald Watson+
Ric Werme
Craig Williamson & Valerie 
Burns
Persis Wirkkala
Russell Wolf & Tara Heath
Tyler & Kim Woolson*
Harold & Ellen Yanofsky
Susan Youngs
Alicia & Matt Zanderigo
Robert Zock
 
 

PROTECTOR
Carrolla & Joseph Alger*
Steve & Cyndi Bailey
Annette Bashaw
Doug & Charlene Baxter
Barbara Beal*
Muriel Bergeron*
Bonita Betters-Reed & Gary 
Reed
Barry & Susan Bradford
Gary & Linda Brenner
Judy Bruguiere*
Paul & Patricia Buddenhagan
Liz Cacciola & Neil DuBois
Laura Carle
Elizabeth Casey
Mike & Katie Christopher
Rachel & Andrew Connerty
Brad & Kathy Cook
Glenda Cottrill
Paul Curcuruto
Karen & Paul Dale
Hope Damon & George Chait
Charlie & Sharon Darling
Sue & Rick Davies
Len & Maryellen DeJong
Gwendolyn desCognets
Lorraine & Steve DeShiro
Carolyn & John Dietel
Larry Dufault
George Duncan
Elizabeth Fielding & Ken 
Kessler
Tim Fleury & Patricia Halpin
Betsy Forsham
Douglas & Margaret Frank
Sylvia Garfield
Lee & Tina Gartley
Pamela Gentile
Nancy & John Girald
Timothy Glover
Gail Goddard*
Wyatt Gotbetter
James Graves
Winslow Green
Renee Gustafson & Richard 
Hocker
Michele & David Halsted
Jan & Jim Harrison
Barbara Hauter
George & Carla Heaton
Bill & Tina Helm
June Hemberger
May & Bob Henry
Art & Louise Hildreth
Ed & Becky Hiller
Donald & Mary-Lou Hinman*
Merle Hochman
Bea Jillette
Susan Johnson & Bill Weeks

Cynthia Jones
Panny & Don Jones
Tamera Jones*
Nancy & Peter Keenan*
Dorothy & James Keeney*
Kristen & Chris Kelley
Allison & David Kennealey
Margaret Kincaid
Jane Kirk*
Nancy Klotz & John Bowen
Jeff Knowles & Susan 
Cleveland-Knowles
Kevin Leavitt
Frank & Joyce Lemay
Nancy & Gene Lindsey*
Lenore Lobel*
Susan & Mort Lynn*
Joe MacDermott
John MacKenzie
Sarah McClennen
Tom & Chris McKee
Patrick McMonagle
Lynn & Tom McMurry
John Merriman
Anne Montgomery & Chris 
Lockwood
Anne Morris & David Steed
Robert Moser
Lela Moses
Don & Susan Moss
Lynn & Gary Mountford
Steven Muller
Bob & Sondra Newman
Peter & Susie Nichols
Richard Nicholson
Michele & Frank Occhiuti
Jeffrey & Lindsay Paul
Tom & Janet Paul
Alice Perry*
Carole & Mark Putnam
Carol & Tom Pynchon
Marcia & Bill Reinstein
Kristen & Alan Retter
John & Sue Rogers
Nina Rogers
Nancy Rollins
Jeffrey Rosen
Richard & Suzanne 
Rothstein
Alexander & Kathy Scott
John & Mary Ellen Sheehy
Judith Sheon
Anne Siarnacki & Jeremy 
Magner
Aaron Simpson
Jane Smedley
Cindy & Aaron Snay
Harold & Jessie Sofield*
Mickey Spofford
Craig St. Pierre

Stanley Farm Association
Marilyn & Greg Swick
Audrey & Peter Sylvester
David Taylor & Jane Hawken
Betsy Tine
Steve & Pam Trostorff
Paul & Jane Vance
Ralph & Kathy Verni
Stacey & Michael Vinick
Susie von Oettingen
Ingrid & Malcolm Wain
Scott & Joan Warren*
John & Margaret Weale
Donna Weiss
Elizabeth & Baur Whittlesey
Rowena & Mark Wilks*
Jim Williams & Catherine 
Bushueff
Lisa & Rick Williams
Bonnie Wilson
Phyllis & George Wolford
David & Carole Wood
Karen Zurheide

ADVOCATE
Peggy & Jon Aldrich
Paul Ambrose
Bill & Peggy Ames*
Edythe Anderson
Pat & Betsy Anderson
Emily & James Atkinson
Mindy Atwood
Gail & Hal Baade
Laurie & Pat Balch
Liz & Chris Baldwin
Jerry & Jane Barnes*
Lori & Rich Bartoes
Dana Bascom
Bruce Bauer & Paul 
Sanchirico
Janet Bavicchi
Anne & Tyler Beck
Jane & Bruce Belanger
Kathleen Belko
Lori & Arthur Belmont
Dr. James & Gail Benson
Nancy Bernardy
Roland Berube & Joanne 
Davis
Tad Blackington
Janet & Jim Block
Donald Blunt
Kathleen Bollard & David 
Click
Jyl & Volker Bradley
Holly Brough & Sean 
MacFaden*
Barbara Brown
David & Diane Brown
Judith Brown*
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Ken & Diane Brown
Morgan Brown & Caroline Shannon
Kenneth Burchard
Carolyn Byrne*
Doug & Anne Cahill
Tom & Margaret Carley
Anthony & Natividad Carter
Paul & Patsy Catsos
Rob & Bobbi Cavicchio
Jenny & David Chambers
Susan & Larry Chase
Ambrose Cheung
Margaret & Nick Chunias
Jane Deane Clark & Russell Gould 
Clark
Marc & Pat Clement
Hilary Cleveland
Deb Clough
Bill & Ki Clough
Dianne Collins
Ruth M. Collins
Sonia & Robert Conly
Allen & Lorraine Costigliola
Tina Cotton
Rebecca Courser & Richard Cook
Brett & Cindi Croft
Susan & Jim Curtis
Anne Cushman
Michael Cyr
Andrea Daniels
Trudy Daniels
Barbara & Len Darling
Steven & Gisela Darling
Charley & Elaine Davidson
Colleen & Jimmy DeAngelis
Jennifer Deasy
Mason & Lisa Delafield*
Richard & Sue DeLuca
Nicole & Troy Densmore*
Sarah Denz*
Joe & Lori Dessert
Jim & Gale DeVere
Patricia & Wayne Devoe
Esther & Bruce Dezube, M.D.
Douglas & Leanna Dickstein
Richard Digilio
Duncan & Adrienne Domey
Pamela & Paul Donlin
Linda Donovan
Anna Duke
Nancy Dutton
Holley Eaton
Mark & Peggy Eckman
Howard & Diane Ehrlich
Elias Elachi
Ann Eldridge & Bill Duffy
Heather Eliassen & Wyatt Oswald
Don & Betty Ellwood
Antonia Encizo & Dennis Varley

Steve & Amy Eppler-Epstein
Paul & Sue Etkind
Scot & Polly Everhart
Debby & Joe Fagone*
Mary Fanelli
Catherine & Oliver Fayton
Meg Fearnley
Jessica Ferren & Carl Richter
June & Peter Fichter
John & Carol Filbin
Kathleen & Steven Flood
Tom & Dona Foerster
Joanne & Chris Forster
Betsy & Brian Fowler
Steve & Linn Freedman
Patty Furness
Rob Garfield
Lydia & Steven Garrant
Richard Gates
Susan & Carmelo Giaccotto
Troy & Patricia Glick
Jeffrey Goodrich
Edward & Sharon Goolbis
Eric & Marcia Gordon
Luke & Christine Gorman
Kit Gracey & Tim Stevens
Robyn & Casey Griffin
Barbara Gurnsey
Mary & Greg Gutgsell
Charles & Marion Hafner
Pat & Gene Hall
Dave Hanlon
Kristy Heath
Lindy & Craig Heim*
Susan & Randy Hencke
Christine Henderson
Debbie & Dan Hildebrand
Mina & Ernest Hilsenrath
Mary Lou Hinkle
Lucinda Hitchcock & Thomas 
Brendler
Peter & Karen Hoglund
Howard & Aryn Hoke*
Deb & John Hoover
Barbara Hopkins
Matthew Hornung
Janet Howe
Henry & Libby Howell+
Ed & Linda Howes
Vi & Ronald Huse
Abby & Bruce Hutchinson
Bob & Peggy Hutter
Catharine Hyson
Denis Ibey
Lisa Jelleme & Ricker Miller
John & Monique Jevne
Wendy Johnson
Robert Kangas & Cora Collins-
Kangas
Andrew & Elizabeth Kargacos

Matt Katz & Barbara Fitzgerald
Elizabeth & Peter Keene
True Kelley
Ginny Kellner*
Mark & Elise Kendall
Michael & Robin Kennedy
Ruth & Dan Kennedy
Ernest Kiefer*
Laura Kiefer & Gary Stanhope
Donald & Kaisa Killam
Ian Kirk
Dr. John Kirk
Nancy & Ron Kitchell
Betsy Kloeppel & Rick Kloeppel^
Susan Knight & Diane Lander
Margi Knott Lord & Daniel Reidy
Christopher Koller & Colette Cook
Lois Konon
Allen Koop
Nina Kozain
Yvonne Kun
Laurie Lamb
Jeremie & Kerry Laval
Mary Leadbeater
Nelson Leese
Ronald & Dorene Lengyel
Susan Lewis & Steve Gunnerson
Sheila & Paul Lewis
Renee & Michael Linville
Tod & Debra Lloyd
Susie Lowe-Stockwell & Rick 
Stockwell
Dottie Lull
Cathy Mabie & David Johnson*
Leslie MacGregor
Peter & Julie Machen
John & Tracey MacKenna
Meghan MacLean & Dan Hafner
William & Phyllis Magner
Jeff Maguire
Brianna Marino
Nancy & Cerdric Marsh
David & Carla Marshall
Beth Masingill
Mary Ellen & John Mathewson
Gail Matthews
Julia & Bruce McBratney
Maryellen McCabe
Marie & Scott McCaskill
Carol & Mike McGarry
Steve McGrath
Beth McGuinn & Ruth Smith
Marcia McWethy & Jeff Singer*
Robert Meader
Elizabeth Meller
Mary & Craig Michelson
Ronald Milauskas
Ken & Casey Milender
Brian & Sharon Miller

Ken & Linda Miller
Jonathan & Vicky Mishcon
Alex Moot & Nancy Roosa
Mark Mordecai
Al & Joan Morena
Sue & Chuck Morneau*
Margaret Morrow
John & Louise Moses
Leslie & Steve Mulcahy
Arthur Napier & Barbara-Jan Wilson
Tom & Kathy Naughton
Alisa Neuneker
Wes & Nancy Nichols
Sandy Niles
Kara Obey
Ed Olney
Fredrick & Susan Orkin
Geoff & Gina Osmun
Eric Oxman & Rebecca Lozman-
Oxman
Tom & Jane Paige
Mark Pandiscio
Marilyn & David Paradis
Debbie Perkins
Mary-Alice Petrucelli-Timek*
George Plesko & Martha MacMillin
Timmie Poh
Andy & Jeanne Powell
Patsy Powers*
Peggy Prew & Vikki Kimball
Rob & Maureen Prohl
Michelle & Brian Quigley
John Raby
Jim & Sandi Raeuchle
Daniel Rahilly
Kirk Ramsey
Jesse & Jeremy Randol
James & Deborah Ransom
Scott & Brenda Rappeport
Joanne & Walter Read*
Susan & Allan Reetz
Kathy & Stanley Reiser
Karen & John Reynolds
Mark & Tamara Reynolds*
Carol & John Richters
Margaret Riddle
Jessica Roberts
Denise & Roland Rondeau*
Michael & Lisa Rubenberg
Peter & Deborah Rucci
Becky Rylander
Heather & Matt Salter
Karen Sawyer
Joanne & Tom Schamberg
GiGi Schendler^
Nick Scheu*
Andrew & Loring Schwarz
Roger & Susan Shamel
Sue Showalter & Dick Showalter^

Carole & Kenneth Shutzer*
Cynthia Siegler
Linda Smith-Shearer & Bob Shearer
Janie & E.Y. Snowden
Lorraine & Stephen Sonnabend
Joan & Tom Sonneborn
Sophie Sparrow & Chris Eldredge
Donna Stamper
Sharon Stearns
Craig & MaryJane Stenslie
Barbara Steward*
Robert & Angela Strong
Bill Sullivan
Kevin & Jenny Sullivan
Sue & Roger Taylor*
Nancy Teach
Frances & Gordon Terwilliger
Judy Thackaberry & Dave Munn
Jill & Randy Thompson
Judy Tierney & Donald Blanchard
Arden & Ralph Tingley
Sandra & Dan Trainor
Nancy & Kenneth Tripp
John Tucker*
Robin & Eric Twerdahl
Dave & Cindy Twombly
JT & Lori Underwood
Rosa & John Vernalia*
Stephen & Lisa Vingerhoet
David & Susan Wadleigh
Anne Waehner
John Warren*
Michael Warren*
Ed & Linda Weaver*
Van & Robin Webb
Janie Webster
Beatrice Weinberger & Josh Klein
Susan Weiss
Stuart Werman
Jeffrey & Jane White
Valerie White
Sarah & Chuck Will*
Barbara Williams
Jason & Harrison Williams
Tom & Molly Williams
Sally & Peter Winship
Lynn Wittman & Michele Coleman
Sara & Duncan Wood
Anita Woods
William Wunderlich
Jane Yonchak
Donna Young
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Sincere Thanks to Our Business Partners for Their Membership
LEGACY CIRCLE
Hager Investment Management 
Service LLC

BENEFACTOR
Bar Harbor Bank & Trust
Blue Loon Bakery, LLC
Bob Skinner’s Ski & Sport
Spring Ledge Farm

PATRON
Fosters Fine Jewelry
Four Seasons Sotheby’s 
International Realty
Gideon Asen

Ledyard National Bank
McGray and Nichols Inc.
Pellettieri Associates, Inc.
SP Architects

STEWARD
Better Homes & Gardens Real 
Estate, The Masiello Group
Carey Builders, Inc.
Chadwick Funeral Service LLC
Compass Travel Inc.
Country Squires of  
New London, NH
Durgin and Crowell Lumber Co.
ERC Associates, PLLC

Evergreen Forest Management, LLC
Meadowsend Timberlands Ltd
Northcape Design, LLC
Old Hampshire Designs, Inc.
Talbot Builders LLC

PROTECTOR
Beechwood Property Mgmt, LLC
Bob’s Beacon Marina
Clayton A. Miller, Inc
Gallup Trucking and Excavation
Lake Massasecum Improvement 
Association, Inc
Roman Catholic Bishop of New 
Hampshire

Sunapee Harbor Riverway, Inc.
Sunapee Self Storage
Sunapee Senior Thrift Shop
The Refinery Restaurant & Market
Weaver Brothers Construction

ADVOCATE
Allioops! Flowers & Gifts
Chapin Interiors
Flash Photo Pack & Ship
Greenleaf Irrigation
M. J. Harrington & Co., Inc.
Park N Go Markets, Inc.
Reed’s North

LOCAL CONSERVATION 
COMMISSIONS & 
PROTECTIVE ASSOCIATIONS
Town of Andover
Town of Goshen
Town of Grantham
Town of New London
Town of Sunapee
Town of Warner
Lake Sunapee Protective 
Association
Otter Pond Protective Association
Pleasant Lake Protective 
Association

Thank You for Special Donations
We are incredibly grateful for the following special gifts shared with us since the winter newsletter. These contributions came in after January 1, 2026.

BEQUESTS
Barbara Sullivan

BYRON BARTON 
WOODS
State of NH Moose Plate

CORPORATE MATCHES
AMG Charitable Foundation
Amica
Arch Insurance
Cleveland H Dodge 
Foundation
Mascoma Bank (2x)
Nathaniel & Elizabeth P. 
Stevens Foundation
Salesforce through Benevity
Verizon

GRANTS 
New Hampshire  
  Charitable Foundation
Virginia Cretella  
  Mars Foundation
The Frank M. Barnard  
  Foundation, Inc.
Land Trust Alliance

IN HONOR  
OF DOUG SWEET
Cindy Lawson

IN HONOR OF EDWARD 
& LELAND PRINCE
Sally Prince

IN KIND GIFTS & 
SERVICES
Blue Loon Bakery, LLC
Arthur Burritt
Echo Communications, Inc
Ann & Neal Harris
Jon Keenan

Alix and Geoff Klingenstein
New London Cleaners
PCCHelp
Nick Scheu

IN MEMORY OF 
CHARLES BELDEN
The Belden Family

IN MEMORY OF  
JUD LAWSON
Carol & Charlie Foss

IN MEMORY OF DEAN 
EDWARD BENSLEY
Susan & Allan Reetz

IN MEMORY  
OF DICK LEACH
John Unkles

IN MEMORY OF 
ELISABETH WOODLEY
Susie Moore

IN MEMORY  
OF JOHN MCCRILLIS
Bill and Leci McCrillis

IN MEMORY OF 
PAULINE VIGORITA	
Phyllis Rheingold

IN MEMORY OF 
RICHARD SAWYER
Lenox School Alumni 
Association
Kay & James Stilwell

IN MEMORY  
OF DICK SHOWALTER
Betsy Appleby
Laurie DiClerico
Mary Doyle
June & Peter Fichter
Jamie Harter
Ann Kampe
Bob & Judy Odell
Anne Page
Marilyn & David Paradis
Nancy & Sandy Salmela
Jeffrey Stanturf

IN MEMORY OF GIGI 
SCHENDLER
Susan Barnicle
Sylvia Bates & Tom Masland
Daphne Geary
Gloria Kirchheimer
William MacAlpine

FOSTER FARM PROJECT 
WITH KCLT
Warner Conservation 
Commission

BETTER HOMES & 
GARDENS REAL ESTATE 
THE MASIELLO GROUP
Thank you to the staff 
for donating a portion of 
your sales commissions to 
Ausbon Sargent.
Marilyn Kidder
Kathy Ahlin
Ara Cardew
Emily Capmbell
Joan Wallen
Deb Rees
Charity Robinson
Donna Forest
Jane Snow
Sharon LaVigne

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
CHARITABLE 
FOUNDATION FUNDS
Berger Family Fund
Pumpkin Hill Fund

OHLER PROJECT
Anonymous (6)
James Alderman
Steven & Nancy Allenby
David & Heather Andrews
Will & Devon Andrews
Nick Andrews
Emily & James Atkinson
Barbara Avery
Douglas Bacon & Anne   
   Marie McGarry
Bethany & David Balford
Jerry & Jane Barnes
Doug & Charlene Baxter
David & Brenda Beardsley
Douglas Bent & Becky  
   Rockwell
Nina Buzby
Reid Buzby
Marcie & Lindy Campbell
Frances Canning & Justin  
   Donaghy
Michael & Jules Catania
Chael Christopher
J. Nathan Cole
Theodore & Margaret Dascoli
David & Lisa DeSimone
Echo Knoll c/o  
   The Belden Family
Sommer Engels
Carol & Charles Foss
Roger & Karen Foulkes
Jack & Lisa Garrahan
Gail Gentes
Helen Getty
William Scott Gould &  
   Michele Flournoy

John & Jane Griggs
Hager Investment  
    Management Service LLC
Ann & Neal Harris
Edward S. Heald
Bruce & Trish Herring
Jamieson & Lisa Hess
David & Susan Hollinger
Carol Howard
Dr. Amy Johnson
Sally Keating
Charles & Cynthia Kelsey
Elizabeth Kent & John  
   Everett
Janet Kidder
Marilyn Kidder
William Kidder
Courtney Labe
Cynthia Lawson
Connie & Andrew McElwee
Kenneth & Linda Miller
Mark Mordecai
New London  
   Conservation Commission
Jennifer Niles
Roxanne Niles
Judith M. & James Oates
William & Penelope  
   Obenshain
Debra Perkins
Pleasant Lake Protective  
   Association
Sally Prince
Robert & Maureen Prohl
Kenzie & Robin  
   Rainie-Lobacz
Ronald & Mary Rakow
Janice & Paul Ritter
John & Kathleen Robinson
Steven Root & Karen Ebel
Heather & Matthew Salter
Shirley Scott
Nell Scovell

Bruce & Ellen Shain
Timothy O. Shenton
Eleanor & Daniel Snyder
Nancy Sobeick
Deborah & Peter Stanley
Elizabeth & Gary Stich
The Jane W. Heald  
   Trust of 1989
Randolph Van Cise
Mark & Alison Vernon
Richard & Karene Wallis
Paula & Donald Watson
Sheryl & Gerard Weber
Bruce & Wendy Williamson
Glen & Cynthia Williamson
Todd & Sue Williamson
Christopher & Cynthia  
   Winship
Sally & Peter Winship
Dr. Oglesby & Pamela Young

SHERMAN FIELD
Susan & William Allen
George Beaton & Kim Lowe
Stephen & Sandra Bravo
John Gedaminski & Mary  
   Bradley
Gerard Gold
Andrew Lyall
Madelaine G. von  
   Weber Trust
Alice Sorenson
Douglas R. & Barbara H.  
    Southard
Jonathan & Robin Steiner

STEWARDSHIP FUND
State of NH-LCHIP
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Farewell to Sarah Burtnick
In May, we said a sad farewell to our coworker Sarah Burtnick, 
as she begins her exciting new chapter out west. Sarah brought 
new ideas and renewed energy for conservation and while we 
will miss her presence here as our Stewardship and Outreach 
Coordinator, we are eager to see all that she will accomplish 
in the future. We know she’ll bring the same dedication, 
enthusiasm, and kindness to her next chapter as she did here.

Welcome Peter Gribbin!
On June 1st we welcomed 
Peter Gribbin as our summer 
stewardship intern. Peter is a 
recent Environmental Science 
graduate from Colby-Sawyer 
College. He enjoys fishing, 
foraging mushrooms and 
anything outdoors. He will spend 
his time as Ausbon Sargent 
doing GIS work and boundary 
maintenance. Peter’s future plans 
include graduate school and 
eventually moving out west.

Volunteer  
Appreciation Party
On May 20th, Ausbon Sargent staff, board members, 
and volunteers gathered at the Lake Sunapee Protective 
Association’s Center for Lake Studies for its annual Volunteer 
Appreciation Party. One of the Land Trust’s most important 
assets is its roster of volunteers, ready to help with monitoring 
over 14,000 acres of land, completing office projects, and 
serving on various boards and committees. It was a pleasure to 
welcome these individuals who had generously donated their 
time and talents over the past year. If you’ve ever thought about 
volunteering, please reach out! Ausbon Sargent has some fun 
and interesting opportunities available. And there’s a party every 
May to celebrate all we have accomplished together! 

A Well-Deserved Retirement  
for Michael & Susan Chiarella
Before Ausbon Sargent can purchase a property or a conservation easement, legal work must be done 
to ensure a clean title. The Land Trust has been fortunate to have had a partnership with locals, Michael 
Chiarella, Esq., and his paralegal (and wife!), Susan for the better part of 20 years. The two have provided 
pro bono or discounted title and real estate transaction work for the Land Trust which has been an 
amazing gift. Michael and Susan have been members of Ausbon Sargent since 1998 and are members of 
the Acorn Society. For the past five years, the Chiarella’s have worked from their New London office, right 
across the hall from the Ausbon Sargent office on Pleasant Street. We will miss our friendly neighbors!

We wish Michael and Susan a long, healthy and happy retirement. Ausbon Sargent is grateful for the 
meticulous service you have provided to us, helping to protect some very special places, forever.

Hans Carlson takes a moment to thank the volunteers  
for their good work over the year. 

Volunteers enjoy visiting outside on LSPA’s deck overlooking Sunapee Harbor.
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Growing Farmers at Hedgehog Hill
By Dorothy and Andy Jeffrey, Sutton NH

How conserved land, thoughtful leasing, and local partnership are helping  
the next generation of farmers take root in the Kearsarge region.

T he COVID-19 pandemic reshaped many things, including 
demand for rural land. In the Kearsarge–Sunapee region, 
properties were quickly snapped up at rising prices. We felt 

a sense of urgency: how could we protect open space while also 
contributing to our community’s future?

That question led us to purchase 130 acres surrounding Hedgehog 
Hill in Sutton, on the Warner/Bradford town line. The largely 
forested land includes a seven-acre open field once part of an 
eighteenth-century farm. Our original vision was conservation. 
But another concern soon became impossible to ignore: the 
steady loss of farmers and farmland. As farmers age out, fewer 
young people can take their place, and access to affordable land 
remains a major barrier. As Andy often says, “we live in the stories 
we sell ourselves.” If we want more young people to see a future in 
farming, we need a more hopeful and accurate story about what 
modern farming can be.

At the same time, we were supporting the launch of the first 
Farmer Apprentice Program with the Kearsarge Food Hub. In 2021, 
two recent Colby-Sawyer graduates, Jake McCormack and Cassie 
LaShier, became the first apprentice farmers. What began as a 
pandemic pivot became a clear calling. As they set out to start a 
farm of their own, they quickly encountered the same obstacle: land.

That is where conservation and farming intersected in a new way 
for us. Inspired by models like the partnership between Ausbon 
Sargent and Spring Ledge Farm, we saw how conserved land 
could be leased to farmers—lowering barriers while ensuring 
long-term stewardship. Working with Ausbon Sargent, we placed 
Hedgehog Hill under conservation and leased the open fields to 
Jake and Cassie, now operating as Blaisdell Hill Farm. Structuring 
the lease required a few extra steps, including forming a family 
LLC, but the process was straightforward and deeply rewarding.

In a fitting full-circle moment, the farm’s first gathering was Jake 
and Cassie’s wedding in October 2024, officiated by their mentor, 
Professor Leon Malan. What began as an apprenticeship had quite 
literally taken root. Now in its second season, the farm supplies 
produce to local markets and strengthens regional food security. 
It also offers a replicable model: conserved land can remain 
productive, accessible, and economically viable.

Our vision for Hedgehog Hill has evolved from preservation alone 
to something more dynamic: conservation paired with cultivation. 
Protecting land is essential, but so is ensuring it remains 
connected to community needs, including access to fresh, local 
food. Equally meaningful is the peace of mind that comes with 
conservation. With Ausbon Sargent holding the easement, we 
know this land will be stewarded with care for generations.

Looking ahead, we see real opportunity in pairing conservation 
with cultivation. Many conserved properties with open fields 
could help address one of the biggest hurdles facing young 
farmers: access to land. By lowering that barrier through 
thoughtful leasing, we can keep these landscapes productive and 
invite a new generation into farming.

At Hedgehog Hill, what began as a conservation effort has 
become something more—a place where land, people, and 
purpose come together. If our story can help grow farmers as well 
as protect land, that feels like a future worth investing in.

Dorothy and Andy Jeffrey have lived in Sutton since 2018. Andy serves on the 
boards of Kearsarge Neighborhood Partners and Kearsarge Food Hub and is 
the creator and director of Nature’s Way at Sunset Hill Educational Institute. 
Dorothy serves on the boards of Sunset Hill Educational Institute and Blaisdell 
Lake Protective Association. Together they are passionate about conservation, 
community building, and supporting the next generation of farmers in the 
Kearsarge region.

The landowners and farmers on 
the Hedgehog Hill conservation 

easement. (L-R) Andy and 
Dorothy Jeffrey, Cassie and Jake 

McCormack-LaShier.

An aerial view of Blaisdell 
Hill Farm, which is part 
of the Hedgehog Hill 
conservation easement
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Town Spotlight:  
The Town of Sutton  
The town of Sutton is part of Merrimack County and as of the 
2020 census, had a population of 1,978. Sutton is comprised of four 
villages: Sutton Mills, North Sutton, South Sutton, and East Sutton. 
The town was first granted in 1749 and called “Perrystown” after 
Obadiah Perry, a colleague of colonist John Mason, thought to be 
the “Founder of New Hampshire.” Due to the French and Indian War, 
Obadiah and many others who followed John Mason gave up their 
claims to the land, which delayed settlement until 1784. At that time, 
a second group of settlers from Sutton, Massachusetts arrived, who 
bestowed the same name upon this new settlement. 

Interesting Facts:
•	 Sutton is 43.3 square miles in size, including 0.77 square miles of water;

•	 Wadleigh State Park sits on the shores of Kezar Lake; 

•	 Musterfield Farm is an historic working farm first established 
by Matthew Harvey around 1772. Matthew and two of his sons 
(Matthew 2nd and Jonathan) were involved in NH politics, serving 
in the Senate and Congress. Matthew was elected Governor of 
NH and appointed as a US District Judge by President Andrew 
Jackson;   

•	 Sutton was home to Lydia F. Wadleigh, one of the most  
prominent educators of the 19th century who created  
educational opportunities for women and girls in the 1800’s  
in NH, Philadelphia, Washington, D.C., NJ, and NYC; 

•	 Camp Bueno (a girls’ sports camp established near Kezar Lake 
by Mildred Lefferts in 1923), also became a training area for the 
All-American Field Hockey Team in 1933;

•	 Pillsbury Memorial Town Hall was built in 1891, funded by a 
gift from John Sargent Pillsbury, the founder of the Pillsbury 
Company who was born in Sutton. Pillsbury achieved notable 
business and political success in Minnesota. The hall is listed in 
the National Register of Historic Places; 

•	 Sutton is home to the Kearsarge Regional School District’s Middle 
and High Schools, serving seven area towns.

Protected Land in Sutton:
•	 12 properties in Sutton are protected by Ausbon Sargent 

easements, comprising 1,115.01 acres (about 4% of the town). 

•	 Other lands in Sutton are protected by state and municipal 
easements/agreements, and several others are protected 
privately.

Stewardship Wishlist
To support the stewardship of Ausbon Sargent’s easements and 
owned lands, the following items would be appreciated: 

	» Chainsaw

	» Battery-powered drill

	» Paint for marking boundaries

	» Trail tools

	» Pressure-treated wood

	» Gift certificates to Rocky’s Ace Hardware or Belletes

If you would like to help with the acquisition of any of these items, 
please contact jamie@ausbonsargent.org. Thank you!

Beavers built a lodge around the Ausbon Sargent 
easement marker sign on the Enroth property.
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With sincere appreciation, we recognize the following individuals 
who have shared that Ausbon Sargent is part of their estate plans.

Anonymous (26)
Rita & James Abbott^
Rich & Heidi Anderson
Sue Ellen Andrews
Theodore Bacon, Jr.^
Kathy & David Bashaw
David & Brenda Beardsley
Ann Bemis^
Seth Benowitz
Marla Binzel
Peter Bloch & Kathy Lowe 
Bloch
Catherine Bogardus^
Stephen & Sandra Bravo
David & Pamela Carle
Roland Carreker^
Michael & Susan Chiarella
Naia Conrad^
Emma Crane
Chris & Janice Cundey
Sue & Rick Davies
Ann & Marc Davis
Anne Dewey^
Laurie & Joe^ DiClerico
Neil Donnenfeld
Barbara Faughnan
John^ & Maggie Ford
Sylvia & John^ Garfield
John Garvey  
& Cotton Cleveland
Gerry & Jane^ Gold

George Green^
Janet Miller Haines
Martha J. Harris
Tom & Marilyn Hill
Alan Jones^
Dr. Charles Kane^
David Karrick
Betsy Lee^
Doug & Nancy Lyon^
Andrew McDonald^
Genevieve Millar^
Alan Peterson
Rachel & Myron^ Rosenblum
Murray & Rachel Sargent^
John & Sage Scott
Robert J. Silvia
Nancy & John Solodar
Virginia Anthony Soule^
Deborah & Peter Stanley
Nathaniel Stevens
Bill & Betty Stockwell
Barbara Sullivan^
Pat Thornton^
John Tilson III
Libby Trayner^
Eric Unger^
Betsy Denny Warner
Mary-Seymour “Sissy”  
Wastcoat^
Ruth White^

^denotes deceased 

If you have named Ausbon Sargent in your estate plans  
or would like to discuss a possible bequest, please contact us at  

603-526-6555 or info@ausbonsargent.org. We would be glad to 
answer your questions. Recognition is optional, and anonymous 

gifts are welcome.

CALENDAR

UPCOMING
EVENTS

Please visit the “Events” page on our website for updates 
and additions to this list. 

Mushroom Identification Walk:  
August 16, 10am – 1pm (location TBD) 
Join us on one of our protected properties with leaders from the NH 
Mycological Society. 

Skywatch at Cassey Brook Preserve, Wilmot: 
September 9, 7:30pm – 9:30pm 
Join us with the NH Astronomical Society for a new moon sky watch. 

Loon Preservation Committee:  
September 29, 5:30pm – 7:00pm at Tracy Library, New London 
Learn about these interesting birds, their habitats and behaviors. 

Holiday Party Fundraiser  
at the Grateful Dane Lodge, Newport:   
December 7, 5:30pm – 7:30pm  
Tickets for this member-only event will be available online in 
November. 

Let us know if you’d like to help at an upcoming trail/property
workday or to participate in our easement monitoring program.

Calendar of

Pay it Forward
The term “Pay it Forward” is an excellent way of explaining the work 
of Ausbon Sargent. Conservation easements ensure that a property 
will remain undeveloped and protected for the benefit of future 
generations. Donations provided to the Land Trust help fund the work 
involved with putting a property under easement, as well as upholding 
the terms of the easement - forever. Much like the “old days” before 
EZ-Pass, when we could pay the toll for the stranger behind us as a 
gesture of good will, giving to Ausbon Sargent evokes a similar feel. The 
dollars donated to the Land Trust go towards providing a gift to “the 
stranger behind us.” 

Those who would like to take their gift one step further can do so by 
joining our planned giving program, called “The Acorn Society.” When 
a gift of land, an IRA or other defined support is part of one’s estate 
planning, it becomes a catalyst for positive impacts that can last 
forever. Whether designated for land acquisition, stewardship, or is 
unrestricted, these gifts only reinforce our capacity to protect our rural 
landscape forever. If you have included Ausbon Sargent in your estate 
plans but have not yet informed us or would like to know more about 
The Acorn Society, please reach out. We are thankful for each and 
every gift, as they are intentional, meaningful acts in support of the 
mission of Ausbon Sargent.

mailto:info@ausbonsargent.org
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Thank you to our Sponsors

Ausbon Sargent is thankful for its generous business supporters who made leadership gifts during the 2026 fiscal year (July 1 – June 30). 
Check out all our business donors on our website and see who is helping protect the rural character of our region!

Benefactors ($1,000+) Patrons ($500-$999) 


