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Sharing the Land




From the Executive Director Hans Carlson §

hen you get a group of land-trust folks together, there
W are a couple of ways that the conversation generally

goes. If there are more stewardship people involved,
then there's a lot of discussion about the “forever” work you
read about in the last Chatter. Monitoring and management -
the good, bad, and ugly - hold no end of stories. We all love to
compare notes or talk about a complication that no one has
heard of before, and the same is true if land acquisitions folks
dominate these conversations. Their stories are similar, but are
about things like surveyors, appraisers, or title complications.

We entertain each other with these stories, but we teach

one another with them, too. | suppose this is true of every
professional group, and you can learn a lot about the details of
land conservation by just listening. These stories are usually detail
rich because we are detail-oriented people; that's the nature of
this work. But if you listened to only these conversations, you
might come away with the feeling that we are purely transactional
people, and this is hardly ever the case, in my experience.

Almost everyone | know in land conservation has aspirational
beliefs that balance the transactional details with which they
spend their days. These aspirations are the things we share with
the landowners with whom we work, who are quite often only
interested in the transactional details to the extent that they need
them to make their conservation vision a reality. These aspirations
are what we share with all our supporters, too, who also have
conservation aspirations for the land.

It's interesting to consider that the transactional details are
focused almost exclusively on real estate law and the rights of
individual property owners, but our conservation aspirations

are more often focused on seeing land as a shared resource.
Landowners talk about wanting to share their land with future
generations or share recreational opportunities with the
community. Others want to make sure that there is room in the
world for humans to share the land with the plants and animals
who depend on it too, and to share their knowledge about these
other residents on the land. Even those who work the land often
see conservation as a way of keeping their land as a viable part of
a shared local economy that benefits their communities.

Quite often landowners have a mix of all these ideas rolled up in
their vision of the land, and our job then becomes figuring out the
transactional details that need to happen to fulfill a landowner's
aspirations. That happens by listening to their stories of the land
and the people they associate with that land. It means sharing
the meaning held in the land for them, and this is probably the
most powerful part of conservation for me.

| think many in this work share that feeling, so it's funny that more
of our professional conversations don't focus on this sharing of
meaning. | suppose we don't often have the time to go deep in
professional settings, but maybe it's just human nature, too, to shy
away from these kinds of conversations. Our work would probably
be better if we did, though.

As you read through this Chatter, | encourage you to think about
the shared meaning wrapped up in the stories. Together, we are
working to conserve something that is special to us all, and this is
both the actual land, but also the memories and emotions that are
tied to that land. | encourage all of us, too, to share this meaning
with one another. | think we would all be inspired if we did.

Thanks to you all for supporting our collective work at Ausbon
Sargent, we are very grateful for your care for this organization.

I hope I have a chance to meet many of you, now that the weather
has opened up and we are able to be out and about.

ABOUT THE COVER >

Farming with oxen at Alprilla Farm in Warner, NH on one of the many Courser easements.
Read more about Noah and Sophie Courser-Kellerman'’s farm on page 13.




This Land is Your Land,
This Land is My Land

By Kristy Heath, Development and Communications Coordinator

“We do not inherit the Earth from our ancestors; we borrow it
from our children.” - Dennis Hall

There are several iterations of this quote that have appeared
throughout time, from our forefathers and as part of Native
American proverbs. The sentiment really makes us think about how
our actions today will enhance or take away from the land our future
generations will inhabit.

In 1999, Hazel Johnson from Goshen wrote a letter to the Land Trust
following her donation of 60 acres to her town, which she placed
under easement. Her family had lived and farmed that land since
1925. Hazel offered “I do not believe we can really OWN the land.
Allwe can dois care for it.” Those who have been connected to

the land for their livelihood and dependence for food are apt to see
their acreage from another perspective. They may wonder “what will
happen to my land after I'm not here to take care of it?"

We humans claim ownership over the land on this planet, as we all
travel through space together - but is it really OURS to own? | like
to think that the land is ours for today, but when we die and return
to the land, it then belongs to the next generation, and the next.
We should recognize that first and foremost, we are stewards of the
land, not its owners.

Protecting land with a conservation easement ensures that, unless
necessary and has been written into the easement language for

the agricultural usage of the land, it will never be developed or
subdivided. Most development creates pollution and degradation of
the natural benefits that sustain life on our planet. It may seem like
agiant leap to connect a conservation easement with saving the
planet, but we need to start somewhere. We need to pinpoint our
vulnerable properties that require protection for survival now and
into the future. These are the properties that promote clean water
and air, abundant wildlife habitat, and access to agricultural lands.

Today's real estate market boasts soaring land and home prices. It is
tempting to see our undeveloped property as a funding source, but
we must consider this: the land is more important as it stands, than
it does as dollars in the bank. When the opportunity exists to make
a decision that will be carried out forever, choose to make a positive
impact on the people and wildlife, and our planet! A conservation
easement becomes part of a property’s deed and is a promise of
forever. Any money made by selling a piece of land that is vulnerable
to pollution or degradation will be spent within a lifetime or possibly
the next. But a property conserved is a property that will sustain the
people and wildlife that depend on it forever.
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A view from the Jillette
conservation easement in
Goshen. Learn more about the
town of Goshen on page 12

In 2014, Bea Jillette, another landowner from Goshen, protected
her 51 acres with a conservation easement and echoed this
sentiment in the winter 2015 issue of Chatter: “Today | no longer
think of my land as money in the bank, but rather as something
beautiful and vulnerable that must be protected.” Her acreage is
managed for timber and hay production and will not be further
developed. Beas property adds to over 17,000 acres of other
contiguous conservation land in the area, creating a haven for
wildlife, and ensuring the continuation of highly ranked forestry
soils for future timber and hay production.

Some might claim that one property doesn't matter or that
protecting one property won't make a difference. Both Hazel and
Bea both thought beyond this notion and beyond the ownership
and the financial benefits of their land. In their small town of
Goshen, they have set a selfless example for the good of all.
They are saving our planet for the future, one acre at a time.

Kristy has just completed her 10th year at Ausbon Sargent and is the
Development and Communications Coordinator. She enjoys camping
throughout New England, boating and skiing. A NH native, she currently
resides in New London.



A view of a marsh that is connected to
the Red Water Creek, eventually flowing
into Lake Sunapee : :

LAND PROJECT UPDATE:

The Wright Property

In 2004, the Red Water Creek Alliance was formed by

four like-minded organizations: Ausbon Sargent, Lake
Sunapee Protective Association, the Sunapee Conservation
Commission, and the Sunapee-Ragged Kearsarge Greenway
(SRKG) Coalition. The Alliance set forth to raise $140,000 to
purchase the development rights to one of Lake Sunapee’s
most important wetlands. After a successful campaign, the
wetland was protected and named The Frank H. Simpson
Reserve. While this process was underway, neighbor Marcia
Wright immediately offered to donate a conservation easement
on her 2713 acres that abutted the wetlands. Because her
property has over 600 feet of road frontage on Route 103-B in
Sunapee, Marcia's easement helps protect the wetland and
provides rural open space views to the public as they drive by.
An added benefit of the easement is that the property is open
for year-round public access.

The Wright property includes mixed woods forest, five acres of
wetland, and a perennial stream that flows into the Red Water
Creek wetland which is significant because it empties into
Lake Sunapee. The wetland area enhances the water quality
through nutrient retention, preventing excessive nutrients like
phosphorus and nitrates from entering the lake. The Wright

Hikers travel along the Wright
property, which includes a small
segment of the SRKG trail network

&

property is part of a larger ecosystem including more than 1,000
acres of protected properties, all of which provide significant
habitat for diverse wildlife populations.

Marcia has recently decided to give an outright donation of

her easement property to Ausbon Sargent. Now that Ausbon
Sargent owns the property, it will be managed under our fee-
owned lands policy. The public will still have access to the

land, and any forest management will be guided by a forestry
management plan written by a licensed forester. This plan will
focus on continued protection of the water quality of Red Water
Creek to help the water quality in Lake Sunapee from being
degraded.

We are grateful for Marcia's generosity both in 2004 and today.
We are also fortunate to have excellent partners in the Sunapee
Conservation Commission, willing to assume responsibility to
monitor the easement annually.




The NH
Wildlife
Action Plan:

Sharing
Information
for the
Benefit of All

By Andy Deegan,
Land Protection Specialist

riginally created in 2005, the New Hampshire Wildlife
O Action Plan (WAP) is currently underway with its second

revision. Every 10 years NH Fish and Game partners with
other state agencies as well as non-profits and land trusts to
determine the “Species of Greatest Conservation Need,” assess
current habitat conditions, and look at the threats to habitats
and how we can best protect them. The plan identifies significant
wildlife habitat and ranks these areas as either "Highest Ranked
Habitat by Condition in NH," or “Highest Ranked Habitat by
Condition in the Biological Region and Supporting Landscapes.”
The goal of the WAP is to focus efforts for conservation and
management in these areas to help protect wildlife. Since the last
update in 2015 over 170,000 acres of “Highest Ranked Habitat” have
been conserved in the state; it is definitely time for a update!

Ausbon Sargent uses the WAP as a way of evaluating a potential
project. If the property contains valuable wildlife habitat, then it
is important to conserve so the species that need that specific
set of natural conditions can continue to thrive. Because of

the conservation successes of Ausbon Sargent and other
conservation organizations, some species no longer have the
“Greatest Conservation Need" designation. However, due to new
threats, some species have declined to the point that action must
be taken to ensure their survival. The WAP is an important tool
to ensure that we are protecting the most important habitats for
those species in need.

Ausbon Sargent has its own conservation plan, which utilizes the
WAP as a guide. In addition to the Plan, Ausbon Sargent uses its
own data on soils, water resources, resiliency, and land management
to determine which areas to focus our conservation efforts on.

Photo curtesy of Jen Esten

Using ArcGIS software, maps are created to show where these
resources are most present. A shade of color is added for each
resource value present and for each shade added, the darker the
color becomes. The darker colors signify the most sensitive areas
to protect.

It is important to review these kinds of plans periodically to

determine if changes need to be made or if some of the data used
to make decisions has changed. The WAP incorporates new data,
methodologies and public input to identify species and habitats

that are at the greatest risk. New data could be that a known rare

or endangered species was found in a new area. This information
would lead Fish and Game to alter their maps to include this area as
significant wildlife habitat. With increased citizen science opportunities
and easier methods for reporting individual species, data biologists
have more data to determine the range of species and how those
ranges change over time. In some cases, areas that were listed as
“Highly Ranked Wildlife Habitat" are no longer listed as such in the new
WAP. This does not mean the land is no longer valuable wildlife habitat.
These areas are stillimportant for providing resources to our native
wildlife species.

Ausbon Sargent must periodically review and update its own
conservation plan. The information shared by Fish and Game in
the WAP is incredibly helpful in Ausbon Sargent's own planning.
Itis always a shared effort in protecting wildlife and the habitat
they need.

Andy has worked as Ausbon Sargent for 17 years as the Land Protection
Specialist. He lives in New London with his wife and two children. In his free
time, he enjoys birding, kayaking, hiking and generally being outside.



Ausbon Sargent Welcomes New
Stewardship and Program Coordinator

Following the departure of Anne Payeur from Ausbon Sargent this spring, Jamie Wilson, former Stewardship
and Program Coordinator, was promoted to Stewardship Manager. Jamie has hit the ground running, and

is enjoying her new role, alongside our newest staff member, Sarah Burtnick. Sarah was hired in May and
moved from Pennsylvania to New Hampshire to start work on June 2, 2025. Sarah received a Bachelor

of Arts in Environmental Studies with minors in Geographical Information Systems (GIS) and Geography
from George Washington University. Immediately after graduation Sarah completed a six-month term with
AmeriCorps at Squam Lakes Conservation Society in Holderness, NH where she spent time monitoring
properties, working with volunteers, and exploring New Hampshire. Sarah said, “l am excited to return to
New Hampshire, as it quickly became one of my favorite places when | worked at Squam Lakes Conservation
Society. My love for hiking and the outdoors has guided me towards conservation work. | am enjoying being
part of the Ausbon Sargent team, supporting stewardship and the awareness of land protection.”

Jamie Wilson Feel free to swing by the office to welcome Sarah!

Native Pollinator Garden

Recent studies show that honeybee colonies have been
declining on an average of 40-50% annually, and entomologists
at Washington State University say that loss could jump to
70% in 2025. As part of an initiative to spread awareness
on the importance of native plants, specifically pollinator
friendly plants, Ausbon Sargent partnered with Ella Doherty,
an AmeriCorps member at Colby-Sawyer College, and Nick
Scheu, the former Landscape Director at The Fells. The
objective was to plant a certified pollinator-friendly garden
in front of the Ausbon Sargent office. After many meetings
and months of planning, the garden was planted during the
month of June with the help of volunteers from Colby-Sawyer
College and the community. If you're interested in learning
how to share your land with native bees and other pollinators,
search online for “UNH Extension pollinator habitat.”

Volunteers helped begin the planting on a very wet June morning.

= Monitor Training

At the beginning of June, Ausbon Sargent held two volunteer
monitor trainings where 30 new volunteers learned how they
can help steward our land. The participants braved ticks, black
flies, and muddy conditions. Volunteer monitors are Ausbon
Sargent's largest group of volunteers and play an essential role
in helping to manage over 14,000 acres of conserved land. As
the acreage of conserved land that Ausbon Sargent holds an
interest in grows, so does our need for additional monitors. If
you would like to know more about this program and how you
can get involved, please email sburtnick@ausbonsargent.org.

Participants in one of our monitor trainings.




Volunteer Party Update

During the month of May, Ausbon Sargent traditionally holds

its Volunteer Appreciation Party to thank its volunteers for the
tremendous amount of time and expertise they give to the
Land Trust. This year's gathering was held at LSPAs Center for
Lake Studies in Sunapee Harbor. About 70 volunteers joined the
party, and conversation and tasty bites were enjoyed! Executive
Director, Hans Carlson, thanked the volunteers for the many
hours of work they provided to Ausbon Sargent over the last
year. He noted the importance of every volunteer hour, whether
it be spent stuffing envelopes, serving on a committee, doing
trail work, or monitoring a property. Over the past year, Ausbon
Sargent employed the help of over 200 volunteers who provided
over 2,000 hours of work! If you'd like to volunteer at Ausbon
Sargent, please let us know. There is always something going on
and some way we could use your time and talents.

New Website Launched

Ausbon Sargent is happy to report that it has recently updated
its website, which was last done 10 years ago. When we heard
that the platform on which the site had been running would no
longer be supported, it was decided that it would be a good time
to update both the platform and the overall look and feel of the
site at the same time. We especially like the easier access to
trails and events, and the visual impact of our photos for those
who might be cruising the site to see what we do. Because it is
still new, we are happy to receive reports on bugs or anything
that might cause confusion on the site. Please send any
observations to: kheath@ausbonsargent.org Thank you!

Costs associated with this upgrade were generously provided
by the New Hampshire Charitable Foundation and The Virginia
Cretella Mars Foundation. oW,

Many thanks to these wonderful s @

supporters of Ausbon Sargent! NEW HAMPSHIRE
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L-R: Jen Deasy, Russell Moore (Trustee), Jamie Wilson, Hans Carlson,
Tim Fleury, Andy Deegan
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Staff at the Annual
Saving Special
Places Conference

Several staff and a board member from Ausbon
Sargent attended the annual Saving Special
Places conference in Concord, NH in April. It
was a worthwhile opportunity to take partin
workshops, listen to speakers, and network with
colleagues and experts in the field. It was good to
see our local county forester and Ausbon Sargent
committee member, Tim Fleury, who let us grab a
photo between sessions.
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Dena & Doug Stahlheber
James Stanczak

William & Andrea Steel

John Stevens

Linford & Mary Ellin Stiles
Doug Sweet & Brenda Digilio
Ralph & Christina Sweetland
Brian Tavares

Pat Tivnan

Jeff Trombly & Judy Fox
Barbara & Jeff Troxell*

Jane & John Unkles*

Anne VanTine & Robert
Evans

Rick & Karene Wallis

Anne Walsh & Steven Buller
Betsy Denny Warner*

Anne & Gil Watkins

Luke Wenger

Eric Werme

Craig Williamson & Valerie
Burns

Tyler & Kimberly Woolson*

John Worrall & Cynthia
Bakon

Marcia Wright

Stephen & Christine Wright
Susan Youngs

Alicia & Matt Zanderigo
Robert Zock

PROTECTOR
Anonymous (1)

Susan Adler

Dan Allen

Paul Ambrose

Stephen & Cynthia Bailey
Jerry & Jane Barnes*
Carter Bascom

Doug & Charlene Baxter
Barbara Beal*

Bonita Betters-Reed & Gary
Reed*

James & Helen Black
Elizabeth Bond*

Barry & Susan Bradford

Tom & Judith Brewer
Barbara Brown

Paul & Patricia Buddenhagan
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Elizabeth Cacciola
& Neil DuBois

Kathy & Joe Carroll

Mike & Katie Christopher
Tom & Judy Clay

Rachel & Andrew Connerty
Brad & Kathy Cook

William Corrigan

Glenda Cottrill

Rebecca Courser & Richard
Cook*

Paul Curcuruto

Hope Damon & George Chait
Charles & Sharon Darling*
Len & Maryellen DeJong
Lorraine & Stephen DeShiro
Morgan & Loretta Dewey*
Carolyn & John Dietel
Doreen Dove

George Duncan

Holley Eaton*

Kathryn Farrell & Bradley
Grimshaw

John & Carol Filbin*
Maggie & John” Ford

Kenneth & Rosemary
Forseth*

Sylvia Garfield

Barbara Garner & Geoff
Johnson

Pam Gentile

Tim Glover

Wyatt Gotbetter

Winslow Green

Charles & Marion Hafner*
Michele & David Halsted
Bobbie Hambley

Frank Hammond
Rebecca Harned

Elizabeth Harper & Dave
Patrick

James Harrington

Jan & Jim Harrison
George & Carla Heaton
Bill & Tina Helm

June Hemberger

May & Bob Henry

Bonnie Hill & Donna
Catanzaro

Edwin & Becky Hiller

Donald & Mary-Lou Hinman*
Merle Hochman

Peter & Karen Hoglund*
Kate & Sean Hood

Lyn & Jeff Hopkins

Henry and Libby Howell+
George & Kristyn Jamieson
Beatrice Jillette

Susan Johnson
& William Weeks

Cynthia Jones

Tamera Jones*

Dorothy & James Keeney*
Kristen & Christopher Kelley
Allison & David Kennealey
Rick Kidder

John Kirk*

Jeff Knowles & Susan
Cleveland-Knowles

Diane & Jack Kreager
Kevin Leavitt*

Lenore Lobel*

Joseph MacDermott
Scott & Lisa MacLean
Philip MacNeill*

Jeff Maguire

John & Susan Manaras
Mary & Tom Manion

Mary Ellen & John
Mathewson

Frank McBride

Brooks McCandlish & Janet
Sillars

Sarah McClennen

Patrick McMonagle

Lynn & Tom McMurry
John Merriman

Kenneth & Linda Miller*
Kristin & Robert Mills
Steve & Stacey Moore
Robert Moser

Donald & Susan Moss
Lynn & Gary Mountford
Steven Muller

Mike & Leora Natan

Heidi & Dave Nelson
Anne P. Nichols & Don Jones
Peter & Susan Nichols
Richard Nicholson

Dan & Jacqueline Nowicki

Barbara O'Brien & Deane
Wilson*

Michele & Frank Occhiuti
Marilyn & David Paradis*
Bruce & Sara Parrott

Dr. Jeffrey & Cheryl Powell
Janet Prew

Carol & Tom Pynchon
Michelle Ritz & Bill Chen
Donald & Elaine Robar
John & Sue Rogers
Jeffrey Rosen

Richard & Suzanne
Rothstein

Lisbeth Rowinski & Joe Fidler
Sandy & Briton Sanders

Jane Shanahan

Judith Sheon

Richard Sherman*

Cindy & Aaron Snay

Lorraine & Stephen
Sonnabend*

Mary Lou Spofford

Stanley Farm Association
Opal Stockwell

Robert & Angela Strong
Marilyn & Greg Swick

David Taylor & Jane Hawken
Stephen & Peggy Theroux
Steve & Pam Trostorff

Paul & Jane Vance

Rosa & John Vernalia*
Stacey & Michael Vinick
John & Margaret Weale
Donna Weiss

Elizabeth & Baur Whittlesey

Jim Williams & Catherine
Bushueff

Lisa & Rick Williams
Bonnie Wilson

Helaine & John Winer
Russell Wolf & Tara Heath
David & Carole Wood
Karen Zurheide

ADVOCATE
Anonymous (4)

Robin Abendroth
Peggy & Jon Aldrich
Carrolla & Joseph Alger
Susan & William Allen
Bill & Peggy Ames
Edythe Anderson

Pat & Betsy Anderson
Rick & Joan Aseltine
Emily & James Atkinson
Mindy Atwood

Gail & Hal Baade

Elizabeth & Christopher
Baldwin

Mary Barnes

Lori & Rich Bartoes*
Dana Bascom

Janet Bavicchi*

Anne & Tyler Beck
Jane & Bruce Belanger
Kathleen Belko

Clare Bensley

Dr. James & Gail Benson
Amy Berg

Nancy Bernardy

Roland Berube
& Joanne Davis

Sandra Blackington

Tad Blackington

Robert Blank

Jann & Jim Block
Donald Blunt

Nancy Brackett

Jyl & Volker Bradley*
Michael & June Bramley
John Brigham



*‘e Membership & Annual Fund Continued

Holly Brough & Sean
MacFaden*

Judith Brown

Kenneth & Diane Brown
Michael & Valerie Brown
Judy Bruguiere*

Amy Bucklin*

Kenneth Burchard

Peter Buros

Carolyn Byrne*

Doug & Anne Cahill*
Laura Carle

Tom & Margaret Carley
James & Betty Carter
David Casey*

Paul & Patsy Catsos

Rob & Bobbi Cavicchio
Jenny & David Chambers
Larry & Susan Chase
Ambrose Cheung

Russell & Jane Deane Clark
Marc & Patricia Clement
Hilary Cleveland

Debra Clough

John Clough*

Bill & Ki Clough

Richard U. Cogswell Jr.*
Dianne Collins

Ruth M. Collins

Allen & Lorraine Costigliola
Tina Cotton

Francoise Crowell

Polly Crowell

Sue & Jim Curtis

Anne Cushman

Michael Cyr

Hugh Daigle

Trudy Daniels

Steven & Gisela Darling
Theodore & Margaret Dascoli
Elaine & Charles Davidson
Pat Dazet

Colleen & Jimmy DeAngelis*
Jennifer Deasy

Andrea DeAugustinis & John
Lane

Mason & Lisa Delafield
Richard & Sue Deluca
Wynne DeMille

Sarah Denz*

Joe & Lori-Anne Dessert
James & Gale DeVere
Patricia & Wayne Devoe*
Richard Digilio

Duncan & Adrienne Domey*
Pamela & Paul Donlin
Merlene & David Dunlop*
Brian & Bernadette Eaton

Mark & Margaret Eckman
Ann Eldridge & Bill Duffy*
Heather Eliassen

Don & Elizabeth Ellwood

Carol Emanuelson & Rodney
Buttry

Antonia Encizo & Dennis
Varley*

Steve & Amy Eppler-Epstein
Paul & Sue Etkind

Scot & Polly Everhart

Mary Fanelli

Meg Fearnley

Jessica Ferren & Carl Richter
June & Peter Fichter
Kathleen & Steven Flood
Thomas & Dona Foerster
Joanne & Chris Forster
Betsy & Brian Fowler

Jane Foxall

Steven Fraidstern

Tom Frantz & Renee Ratte
Steve & Linn Freedman
Benjamin & Christine Frost
Patty Furness

Lydia & Steven Garrant*
Richard Gates

Susan & Carmelo Giaccotto
Eric & Barbara Giansanti
Nancy & John Girald*

Troy & Patricia Glick

Gail Goddard*

Jeffrey Goodrich

Edward & Sharon Goolbis
Eric & Marcia Gordon

Luke & Christine Gorman

Kit Gracey & Timothy
Stevens

Anne & William Griffin
Robyn & Casey Griffin
Peter & Robin Gunn
Barbara Gurnsey

Mary & Greg Gutgsell
Kent Hackmann

Mary Hall

Dave Hanlon

Sonny Harris

Kristy Heath

Lindy & Craig Heim
Susan & Randy Hencke*
Christine Henderson*
James & Diane Hersey
Debbie & Dan Hildebrand
Elmina & Ernest Hilsenrath
Mary Lou Hinkle

Howard & Aryn Hoke
Deborah & John Hoover
Barbara Hopkins

Cindy House & Eric Derleth

Janet Howe

Ed & Linda Howes

Ronald & Viola Huse
Abby & Bruce Hutchinson
Bob & Peggy Hutter
Catharine Hyson

Denis Ibey*

Marilyn & Robert Johnson

Robert Kangas & Cora
Collins-Kangas

Andrew & Elizabeth
Kargacos

Matt Katz & Barbara
Fitzgerald*

Margaret Keane-Hajdarovic
Elizabeth & Peter Keene
John Keiser

Dick Keller

True Kelley

Ginny Kellner

Sylvia & Jeff Kellner

Mark & Elise Kendall
Michael & Robin Kennedy
Ruth & Dan Kennedy
Donald & Kaisa Killam
Jane Kirk

Nancy & Ron Kitchell
Betsy & Rick Kloeppel

Susan M. Knight & Diane
Lander

Margi Knott Lord & Daniel
Reidy

Christopher Koller & Colette
Cook

Allen Koop

Nina Kozain

Kathy Kraysler

Yvonne Kun

Laurie Lamb

Mary Leadbeater

Nelson Leese

Daniel & Leslie LeVan

Susan Lewis & Steve
Gunnerson

Sheila & Paul Lewis
Nancy & Gene Lindsey
Renee & Michael Linville*
Christy Lowe

Susie Lowe-Stockwell & Rick
Stockwell

Dorothy Lull*
Susan & Mort Lynn*

Catharine Mabie & David
Johnson

Leslie MacGregor
Peter & Julie Machen
John & Tracey MacKenna
John MacKenzie

Meghan MacLean & Dan
Hafner

William & Phyllis Magner
Derek & Eva Mansell

The Heath Family Trust c/o
Brianna Marino

Beth Marquis

Nancy & Rick Marsh

David & Carla Marshall
Beth Masingill

Gail Matthews*

Julie Matz & Deborah Rees
Julie McBratney*
Maryellen McCabe

Marie & Scott McCaskill
Mary Lou McCrave*

Dean & Vivien McCurdy
Carol & Mike McGarry
Stephen McGrath

Beth McGuinn & Ruth Smith
Deborah McMillan

Marcia McWethy & Jeff
Singer

Robert Meader

Elizabeth Meller

Helena & John Mercier*
Mary & Craig Michelson
Ronald Milauskas

Ken & Casey Milender
Brian & Sharon Miller

Jon & Vicky Mishcon

Al & Joan Morena

Susan & Charles Morneau*
Anne Morris & David Steed
Dan & Laurie Morrissey
Meg Morrow

John & Louise Moses*
Leslie & Steve Mulcahy

Arthur Napier & Barbara-Jan
Wilson

Alisa Neuneker

Wes & Nancy Nichols
llse Nigro

Sandy Niles

Jane Norman

Christopher & Kathleen
Norris

Lloyd Oakes

Kara Obey

Ed Olney

Fredrick & Susan Orkin
Mark & Cathy Owen*

Tom & Jane Paige

Mark Pandiscio

Debra Perkins

Robert & Norah Peterson
Mary-Alice Petrucelli-Timek*

George Plesko & Martha
MacMillin

Andrew & Jeanne Powell
Patricia Powers

Richard & Jean Price
Robert & Maureen Prohl
John Raby

Daniel Rahilly

Kirk Ramsey

James & Deborah Ransom
Scott & Brenda Rappeport*
Joanne & Walter Read
Susan & Allan Reetz
Marcia & William Reinstein
Kristen & Alan Retter
Karen & John Reynolds
Carol & John Richters
Margaret Riddle

Kenneth Robbins & Ann
Mordecai

Jessica Roberts

Nancy Rollins

Denise & Roland Rondeau*
Caroline & John Rooney
Bruce Rose

Michael & Lisa Rubenberg
Tom Rubin & Jody
Cooper-Rubin*

Peter & Deborah Rucci
Nancy & Jim Rudder
Becky Rylander

Heather & Matthew Salter
Joanne & Tom Schamberg
Virginia Schendler

Nick Scheu*

Jill& John Schiffman
Nancy & John Schlosser
Andrew & Loring Schwarz
Alex & Kathy Scott
Roger & Susan Shamel
Joe Shaw & Jane Frawley
Shepard Island Inc.

Susan & Richard Showalter
Carole & Kenneth Shutzer
Cynthia Siegler

Bob Shearer & Linda
Smith-Shearer

Susan & Paul Snow
Joan & Thomas Sonneborn

Sophie Sparrow & Chris
Eldredge

Donna Stamper

David & Julie Sternberg
Barbara Steward*
Karen Sullivan

Kevin & Jenny Sullivan
Bill Sullivan

Solveig Swenson
Nancy Teach

Tammi & Stephen Tefft
Frances & Gordon Terwilliger
Randy & Jill Thompson

Judith Tierney & Donald
Blanchard

Elizabeth Tine

Arden & Ralph Tingley
Sandra & Daniel Trainor
Nancy & Kenneth Tripp
John Tucker*

Robin & Eric Twerdahl
Joel & Lori Underwood
Stephen & Lisa Vingerhoet
David & Susan Wadleigh
Katrina R.B. Wagner
Ingrid & Malcolm Wain
Jane Walker

Janis Wallace*

Nancy Walsh-Robart & Scott
Robart

Jim Ward

John Warren*

Michael Warren*

Renny & Susan Warren*
Scott & Joan Warren*
Paula & Donald Watson*
Elsa Waxman*

V/an & Robin Webb

Beatrice Weinberger & Josh
Klein

Susan Weiss

Roger & Sandra Wells
Jeffrey & Jane White
Valerie White
Rowena & Mark Wilks
Sarah & Chuck Will
Barbara Williams
Tom & Molly Williams

Scott Williamson & Carrie
Stampfer

Sally Winship
Persis Wirkkala

Lynn Wittman & Michele
Coleman

Phyllis & George Wolford
Sara & Duncan Wood
Anita Woods

Jane Yonchak*

Donna Young

Oglesby & Pamela Young
Cam Zeller

This list has been
provided with care.
If you notice any errors or
oversights, please contact
Jjen@ausbonsargent.org



Thank You For
Special Donations

Thank you for the following special gifts not mentioned in
the winter issue. You will see our Volunteer, Land Donor,
and Easement Donor thank you lists in the winter issue.

BEQUESTS
Virginia Cretella Mars

BYRON BARTON WOODS
Lynne and Bob Delise

Laura Beth Foster

Joan and Burton Allan Gould
Marty and Bob Hopkins

State of New Hampshire-LCHIP
The Nature Conservancy

CORPORATE MATCH
Cleveland H. Dodge Foundation
JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A.
Odyssey Group Foundation
Payden & Rygel

Verizon

GENERAL LAND PROJECTS
Susan Friedenberg

GRANTS

Community Foundation of Western
Massachusetts

New Hampshire Charitable Foundation
The Frank M. Barnard Foundation
Virginia Cretella Mars Foundation

INHONOR OF
Carrie Bouton, from Tabitha & Rob Riley
Marilyn Kidder from Mary Lou Hinkle

Sutton Conservation Commission, from Mark
Lennon & Martha Goettelmann

INKIND

Anne & Hunterr Payeur

PCCHelp

Jeff & Lyn Hopkins

Lake Sunapee Protective Association

INMEMORY OF
BARBARA DEMING

Deborah & Peter Stanley

IN MEMORY OF
JOHN FORD

Sue & Dave Andrews & Family
Barbara & Leonard Darling
Gerry Gold

Pete & Heidi Lauridsen

INMEMORY OF
JANE GOLD

Barbara & Kelly Faughnan

IN MEMORY OF MICHAEL KEATING
Sally Keating

IN MEMORY OF ANITA MACDONALD
Heather & Mike Achilles

IN MEMORY OF JOHN C. MCCRILLIS
Bill & Leci McCirillis

IN MEMORY OF DAVE PAYNE
Jud & Cindy Lawson

Summer Music Association Board
of Directors

IN MEMORY OF
MARY “LOU" SAWYER

Beverly Digilio

Treva McLaughlin

Sandra Methven

Kay B. & James E. Stilwell

St. Mathew's Choir

Doug Sweet & Brenda Digilio

KEARSARGE SHOPPER
ADVERTISING FUND

Colleen & James DeAngelis
John Furlong
Oglesby & Pamela Young

MARILYN KIDDER & THE STAFF AT
BETTER HOMES AND GARDENS
MILESTONE REAL ESTATE

Thank you for donating a portion of your
sales commissions to Ausbon Sargent.

Emily Campbell
Donna Forest
Sharon Lavigne
Judy Merril
Deb Rees
Charity Robinson
Jane Snow
Sonja Torkelsen
Joan Wallen
Abby Jamieson
Renee Brandon

NEW HAMPSHIRE
CHARITABLE FOUNDATION FUNDS

Barrette Family Fund

Berger Family Fund

Harkins Family Charitable Fund
Pumpkin Hill Fund

STEWARDSHIP FUND
Jane & Bill Hopwood

Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS)

Richard Pieters
State of New Hampshire-LCHIP
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Sincere Thanks To Our
Business Partners For
Their Support

*denotes gifts to both Membership & Annual Fund.

LEGACY CIRCLE

Hager Investment Management
Service LLC*

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE
Dolan Real Estate

BENEFACTOR
Blue Loon Bakery, LLC*
Spring Ledge Farm*

PATRON
Bar Harbor Bank & Trust

Better Homes & Gardens Real Estate,
The Milestone Team

Bob Skinner's Ski & Sport*

Four Seasons Sotheby's International
Realty*

Jake's Market & Deli*

Ledyard National Bank
McGray and Nichols Inc.
Meadowsend Timberlands Ltd
Pellettieri Associates, Inc.
Talbot Builders LLC*

STEWARD

Beechwood Property Mgmt, LLC*
Carey Builders, Inc.

Chadwick Funeral Service LLC
Clayton A. Miller, Inc*

Durgin and Crowell Lumber Co.
ERC Associates, PLLC

Evergreen Forest Management, LLC
Gallup Trucking and Excavation*
Maloney Associates Insurance
Musterfield Farm Museum

Old Hampshire Designs, Inc.
Otter Pond Protective Association
Sheldon Pennoyer Architects
Sugar River Bank

Walker Automotive Services

PROTECTOR

Bob's Beacon Marina*
Compass Travel Inc.
Hannaford Supermarket

Lake Massasecum Improvement
Association, Inc

Park N Go Markets, Inc.*
Sunapee Harbor Riverway, Inc.
Sunapee Senior Thrift Shop

The Refinery Restaurant & Market
Weaver Bros. Construction Co.

ADVOCATE

Charlie Mac's Pizzeria of Warner
Flash Photo Pack & Ship*

Friends of Mount Sunapee, Inc.

Lake Sunapee Protective Association
M. J. Harrington & Co., Inc.

Reed's North

Sarah Chapin Interiors!

LOCAL CONSERVATION
COMMISSIONS

Andover
Grantham
Sunapee
Sutton

-

& e

Thank you to every donor—
your generosity fuels our
mission and strengthens our
community. We are deeply
grateful for your support.
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Town Spotlight: The Town of Goshen

Goshen is part of Sullivan County and was first settled in 1768 as part of Saville (now Sunapee). It was incorporated in 1791 when a
southern portion of Wendell (now Sunapee), was combined with land from Fisherfield (Newbury), Lempster, Unity, and Newport to
form a new town. The name “Goshen” may have come from Goshen, CT where many residents had relatives and had served in a
Revolutionary regiment with soldiers from that same town.

Goshen: Protected Land in Goshen:

 Has a population of 796 people (2020 census) « Four properties in Goshen are protected by Ausbon Sargent,

comprising 208 acres (about 32.5% of the town):

o s 22.5 square miles with 0.1 square miles of water, lying
almost fully within the Connecticut River watershed » Johnson/Town of Goshen — 60 acres

» Garvey-Waynes Woods - 70 acres
o Includes a small area at the southeastern corner of town

that has the headwaters of West Branch Warner River, » Jillette - 51 acres
which is part of the Merrimack River watershed » Hermit Wowods - 27 acres

« Has points of interest including Gunnison Lake (The « Otherlands in Goshen are protected by state and private easements/
Goshen Ocean), and Mount Sunapee, which occupies agreements including Sunapee State Park, Pillsbury State Park, and the
the eastern edge of town Pillsbury Sunapee Highlands.

« Has a highest elevation of 2,529 which is an unnamed
knob on the ridge near Goves Mountain

o Was home to John Williams Gunnison (1812-1853), US
Army officer and explorer of the American West

Volunteer monitors walk the Hermit Woods
property with landowners, Sandy Sonnichsen and
Allen Howe on a yearly monitoring visit




Alprilla Farm: The Next DS <
1 i L
Generation of Courser

field on Schoodac Road is the main growing area

- - for Sophie and Noah's full-time farm business.
Fa m ]. ].y Fa r m ]. n g Sadie is now a livestock farmer.

By Kristy Heath
he term “family farm”is common in New England, and While an Art History major at Vassar, Sophie began to realize how
‘ generational farming is not unusual. In Warner, the Courser  much the farming lifestyle appealed to her and that perhaps she
family follows suit on both accounts. Over 1,200 acres of had taken it for granted. She changed her major to Environmental
land has been protected by the Courser family through seven Studies, with the plan to someday get back to the land. Fast
Ausbon Sargent conservation easements. These easements help  forward to today: Sophie and her husband Noah, a self-proclaimed
to protect the agricultural integrity of the lands that have been “farming addict” farmed for ten years on his family's land in Essex,
worked by the Courser family since the late 1800's. Nearly 200 MA which they called “Alprilla Farm.” When the opportunity arose
years later, another generation of Coursers has found happiness in 2022 to come home to Warner and farm on her family’s land, the
and fulfillment in farming on this special land. two packed up and moved Alprilla Farm to New Hampshire.
Sophie Courser-Kellerman, the daughter of Tim and Jenny Sophie and Noah appreciate that they can now live near the
Courser, grew up in Warner on the family farm. While she wasn't land they are working, and they feel that they can freely invest
expected to work on the farm, everyone was involved in lending themselves, their money, energy, and focus, upon the land.
a hand to complete various tasks and chores. Along with her They find comfort in knowing that the property they are farming
siblings and cousins, Sophie learned to drive oxen, which was won't ever be developed and are grateful to those who put the
a family tradition supported by the landscape, and that she conservation easements together with the Coursers, which
incorporates into her farming today. She fondly remembers included a few excluded areas where a house could be built.
helping with the sugaring operation, snowshoeing with family “Working the landscape, being involved with it, and keeping a
to collect sap in buckets in a sugarbush without sap lines. “It viable farm and business are central to maintaining the rural
was a magical time,” Sophie recalls, created by the family that character of Warner. It is so important in a community that
worked together and spent time at the sugar house; several March  a family can live in a home surrounded by the land they are
birthdays were celebrated over boiling sap! farming.” The Courser-Kellerman duo said they appreciate how

Continued on next page
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Market in Concord

Continued from page 13

the easement restrictions are so supportive of additional
farming infrastructure like a greenhouse or shed, which they
would like to add as time goes on.

Sharing food is another level of rural character. Sohpie offers
“We are growing food that we intend for our neighbors to eat;
itis a give and take with the community. We want to grow the
food that people, 20 miles away or less, want to eat.”

Other Courser endeavors on the land are already producing
maple syrup, hay, timber harvests, pumpkins, sweet corn

and other summer veggies, blueberries, pulling oxen, a small
raw dairy, pork, beef and eggs. Sophie and Noah are joining

in with their focus on growing vegetables for winter, like root
vegetables, squash, garlic and potatoes, as well as some grains
like wheat, rye, dry corn and beans. The family farms continue
to share the load from time to time. For example, sometimes
the family’s cows graze around the Alprilla Farm vegetable
fields. They share their land, back and forth for the benefit of all.
“We are excited to be reconnecting with this land that | loved
so much in childhood, and to be able to continue our farming
career in Warner alongside our large extended family.”

Products from Alprilla Farm can be found through their CSA, at
Sweet Beet Market in Bradford, and the Winter Farmer's Market
in Concord. Check out Alprilla farm at: www.alprillafarm.com
and get to know a little more about your local farmers!

UPCOMING

EVENTS

Please check the Ausbon Sargent website for updates and/or join
our eNews list to get details sent to you as they become available.
All events, except for fundraisers marked with a (S) are free and
open to all, but space is limited, and registration is required.

Please contact sburtnick@ausbonsargent.org for more
information or to register.

Dragonfly Walk

August 12th at 2pm

Learn about dragonflies and their habitats in our region. Catch,
identify, and release some local specimens. All ages welcome
with an adult.

Hospital Days Parade

August 2nd at 10am - Main Street New London

Watch for Seymour the Squirrel as he rides along the parade
route! A summer event that is not to be missed!

Two Mountain Farm Field Day with NOFA-NH
August 7 from 4-6pm at the Broshek/Bye & Munene
Easement in Andover

Two Mountain Farm and the Northeastern Organic Farmer's
Association are holding a field day to focus on installing and
using a rainwater catchment system. Register at:
nofanh.org/events/two-mountain-farm

Mushroom Identification Walk
September (Date/location TBD)

Skywatch with the New Hampshire
Astronomical Society

September 18 at 7:30pm (Location TBD)

Gaze at the stars in the dark sky with the experts at the ready.
All equipment included. All ages welcome with an adult.

VINS Presentation: Owls and their Calls

October 11 at 10am at the Wilmot Community Association
Come to see real live owls and learn about their calls and what
they mean! All ages welcome with an adult.

Fall Foliage Walk
October (Date/location TBD)

Ausbon Sargent’s Annual Meeting

October 19 at 3pm at the Newbury Town Office Meeting Room
Members are invited to come hear about what Ausbon Sargent
has been working on over the last year, as well as learn about
upcoming projects. Refreshments served. Postcard invitations
will be sent to members in early October.

Holiday Party Fundraiser ($)

December 8 at 5:30pm at The Livery in Sunapee Harbor
Members will receive a postcard invitation to “Save the Date” in
early November. Tickets will be available online. A wonderful way
to kick-off the holiday season!
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Our Gift, Our Way

By Ann and Marc Davis

Ausbon Sargent Land Preservation Trust is among several
organizations that - if there’s any money left when we die — will get
a portion.

Although many people shy away from pondering this topic,
including charitable organizations has been part of our estate
planning for more than a decade.

We chose Ausbon Sargent for three important reasons:

1. We have a more than two decade connection to the
organization through our volunteer work and conservation
easement donation.

2. We trust Ausbon Sargent's staff and board of trustees to
steward our donation wisely.

3. We do not have children, consequently we view supporting
Ausbon Sargent through our conservation easement and gift
from our estate as a legacy that will benefit the region and its
people in perpetuity.

We are pleased and proud to publicly proclaim our commitment to
Ausbon Sargent!

In 2007, Ann and Marc Davis put a conservation easement on their
470-acre "Woods Without Gile” property which spans between the
towns of Springfield and Wilmot. The Davises manage the “Woods
Without Gile" to improve timber quality and to protect the excellent
wildlife habitat, open space, and watershed values of the property.
In 2022, Ann and Marc were named “Outstanding Tree Farmers of
the Year” by the NH Tree Farm Program. In 2024, the couple was
named “Outstanding Tree Farmers of the Year for the Northeast
Region” by the American Tree Farm System. Ann and Marc routinely
hold hikes and birding walks on the property, which is open to the
public for low-impact recreation.
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Acorn
[ ]
Society
These Acorn Society members have notified us that they
have provided for Ausbon Sargent in their estate plans.
Anonymous (25) George Green/A
Rita & James Abbott/A Janet Miller Haines
Rich & Heidi Anderson Martha J. Harris
Sue Ellen Andrews Tom & Marilyn Hill
Theodore Bacon, Jr.A Alan JonesA
Kathy & David Bashaw Dr. Charles Kane/
David & Brenda Beardsley David Karrick
Ann BemisA Betsy Leen
Seth Benowitz Doug & Nancy Lyon/\
Marla Binzel Andrew McDonaldA
Peter Bloch & Kathy Lowe Bloch  Genevieve MillarA
Catherine BogardusA Alan Peterson
Stephen & Sandra Bravo Rachel & Myron/ Rosenblum
David & Pamela Carle Murray & Rachel SargentA
Roland Carreker/ John & Sage Scott
Anne CarrollA Bob Silvia
Michael & Susan Chiarella Nancy & John Solodar
Naia Conrad/ Virginia Anthony Soule/
Emma Crane Deborah & Peter Stanley
Chris & Janice Cundey TR R
sl Pat Thornton/
Ann & Marc Davis John Tilson 11
sl . Libby TraynerA
Laurie & JoeA DiClerico Eric UngerA
elioapare Betsy Denny Warner
Barbara Faughnan 4 J e
Mary-Seymour “Sissy
JohnA & Maggie Ford WastcoatA
Sylvia & JohnA Garfield Ruth WhiteA
John Garvey
& Cotton Cleveland I\denotes deceased
Gerry & JaneA Gold !i
Ifthe Land Trust is named in your estate plan or if you would like
to discuss a possible bequest, please contact us at 603-526-6555
or info@ausbonsargent.org so we can set up an appointment to
share information and answer questions. Those who prefer not to be
recognized can remain anonymous.
J
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r Won’t you become a Member? k
"(,RE D[ >
I Your membership is tax deductible. &o I
Join us and become part of the living legacy created through land conservation! > % §
(9 ~
I Please make checks payable to: Ausbon Sargent and mail to: P.0. Box 2040, New London, NH 03257-2040 ”%,(;;lrv,, Tn:",}\* I
I O $10,000+ Ausbon Sargent Society or make your secure donation at aushonsargent.org fon e I
() $5,000+ Legacy Cirdle
I Q $2,500+ Leadership Circle Name
| () 1,000+ Benefactor |
Mailing Address
| Q $500+ Patron I
O $250+ Steward
I Q $150-+ Protector Phone E-mail I
I (O $60+ Advocate I
Ausbon Sargent is a 501 (c)(3) organization. Tax ID: 22-2884768 7/2025




