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The theme of our Winter Chatter 2021 is partnerships. While there was a lot of uncertainty this past 
year, partnerships helped make 2020 a very busy and successful year for Ausbon Sargent.  Over 1,000 acres were 
conserved bringing our total conservation acreage equal to 20 square miles!

Ausbon Sargent works to keep the Mt. Kearsarge/Ragged/Lake Sunapee region a wonderful place to live.  During 
the pandemic, people have discovered conservation land and are finding joy and comfort in the outdoors.  As 
we look forward to a new year, our land conservation work will continue and our stewardship obligations have 
grown significantly.  Not only is ASLPT required to monitor its conservation easement properties annually, but 
we must manage the properties we own.  ASLPT acquired ownership to six new properties recently.  It is our 
policy that each ASLPT property should have a management plan written as soon as practical, but no later than 
12 months after acquisition.  Plans take into account any donor restrictions that may have been placed on the 
property, state ASLPT’s management objectives, identify important natural, cultural and human-made resources 
found on the property, and identify a timeline of management activities to accomplish the goals we have set out.

One of our newest acquisitions, the 201-acre Cassey Brook Preserve in Wilmot, has a great network of trails to 
explore.  Be sure to visit our website and “Connect with the Land” to find trail and parking information.  We also 
encourage you to join our email list, which will announce when new trails are completed on ASLPT properties. 
There are many opportunities for you to volunteer as ASLPT depends on the energy, ideas and hard work of its 
volunteers.

With the acquisition of the Messer Farm property, ASLPT has entered into a ten-year lease with Spring Ledge 
Farm to grow vegetables and insure that you have a more secure local food supply.  Farms in our community do 
not stand alone and as a partner, ASLPT’s efforts to protect productive farmland has helped neighboring farms 
and farm businesses to not only feed us, but to contribute to the local economy. 

Ausbon Sargent appreciates the significant operating support from the Virginia Cretella Mars Foundation and the 
New Hampshire Charitable Foundation.  We are most grateful for the support from both our new and longtime 
members.  Every gift makes something good happen … Thank You.
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From the Executive Director:

ABOUT THE COVER
A snowy view of the Messer Farm property in New London. The farm is one 
of Ausbon Sargent’s latest acquisition (10/30/2020) and was only made 
possible by the many, many donors and partners who came together to 
reach a common goal. Read an update on this property on page 5.

Cover photo by Jim Perkins
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Partnerships:  
An Important Element in Land Conservation

by Kristy Heath
In the business of land conservation, an initial partnership is a 
given; there must be an interested landowner who wants to protect 
their property, and an organization that can help them accomplish 
this task. One without the other just doesn’t work, and the success 
of a project between the two is based on their cooperation to reach a 
final, shared goal. Although it may appear as though a property was 
conserved by just the landowner and the land trust, oftentimes the 
process actually includes several groups and many partnerships.  
The key is that each partnership is formed by like-minded groups 
or individuals, with a common goal in sight. In many cases, these 
partners join together to become a team.

The assistance from other “teammates,” when conserving a property, 
provides benefits far beyond just the preservation of the land in 
question. One of the first teammates sought, once a property has met 
the criteria from the Ausbon Sargent Lands Committee and Board 
of Trustees, is the town the land falls within. The 12-towns in our 
region all have Master Plans that include a “Land Use” chapter, 
identifying certain properties or areas of town that are a high 
priority for protection. Most of these towns also have a Conservation 
Commission and many have funds available for land conservation 
projects to protect watersheds, wildlife habitat and/or scenic views. 
These funds are made possible by a vote among citizens at the 
annual town meeting. When a town is approached to help with 
the costs associated with a conservation project, not only is there a 
chance to cost-share, benefiting both the town and the landowner, 
but there is also an opportunity for public awareness about 
conservation close to home. When citizens find out about a project 
through their town’s news sources, word of mouth, or a featured 
article in the “Chatter,” it serves as a teachable moment to educate 
someone about conservation. It may make them want to learn more, 
to volunteer with us, to become a member of the land trust, or maybe 
even look at their own property with a new lens; what will happen to 
my land when I am gone? And am I OK with this? 

Other teammates come in the form of state, public and private 
foundations which provide funding to assist in the protection of a 
property, either through conservation easement, purchase of the land 
by the land trust, or by the provision of stewardship funds, which will 
help the land trust oversee the property forever. Each foundation is 
different and has its own guidelines that must be followed exactly in 
order to be considered to enter the competitive process. Most often 
the applications are lengthy and detailed, and if funds are awarded, 
oversight of the funding is required, as is reporting back to the source 
upon completion of the project.  Several foundations have become 
familiar with the work of Ausbon Sargent over the years and trust 
that their generous support will be used responsibly and as expressed 
in the grant request. When our mission and our results match the 
beliefs and goals of a donor/foundation, trust is earned and they are 
more apt to partner with us again on future projects, strengthening 
the relationship and achieving common goals. 

Relationships of all kinds have been formed over time with the land 
trust, which have become part of a team that contributes to the 
success of Ausbon Sargent, our projects, and the execution of our 
mission. These partnerships include, but are not limited to:
	 •  Private and public foundations, and State and town
		  agencies.

	 •  Other local non-profits, schools, and businesses which 		
		  partner with the land trust on events and workshops.

	 •  Major donors and foundations, and those who step up 		
		  and offer a “matching gift” pledge, encouraging others  
		  to join together in reaching a fundraising goal. 

	 • Members who support the land trust regularly. 

	 •  Individuals who provide “in-kind” donations of their time 	
		  and skills to help promote our projects and the land trust.

	 •  Volunteers who donate their time on committees, boards, 	
		  monitoring properties, and at events.

Partnerships and teammates in the land protection field can be 
large or small, but goals are more easily reached when efforts are 
combined. If we love this region, its rural character, and the special 
places that we would hate to lose, we should all investigate how we 
can become part of the team. 

Kristy Heath has been at Ausbon Sargent for almost six years. She 
writes grants, plans events, manages the Ausbon Sargent website and 
the “Chatter” newsletter. She enjoys camping and outdoor activities 
with family and friends. 

Unity is strength. “When there is teamwork and  
collaboration, wonderful things can be achieved.”   	
					     —Mattie Stepanek
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Stories Behind the Acres:  
The Nutting Family Farm

by Kristy Heath
On October 19th, in partnership with the Town of Sunapee 
Conservation Commission and dozens of generous private donors, 
the Nutting family granted a conservation easement to Ausbon 
Sargent on their 84-acre farm on Stagecoach Road.  

This property connects over 500 acres of already-conserved land, 
creates a vast wildlife corridor, and further accentuates the rural 
character of the area. It lies just across the road from the Webb Forest 
Preserve, also protected by a conservation easement with Ausbon 
Sargent, now totaling 376.1 acres after it was expanded this summer.  
The Nutting property is highly ranked for wildlife habitat, and 
lends itself to some beautiful views as it sits along Stagecoach Road. 
The Nutting Family Farm has prime agricultural soils, forestland, 
wetlands, and has been managed for forestry in the past. Now that 
the property is conserved by a conservation easement, it is forever 
protected from development and subdivision. 

Joanne Menard, trustee of the Nutting Family Trust, shared,  
“The heirs of the Nutting family are pleased to honor their family 
members from past, present and future by adding a portion of 
its acreage to the growing list of properties protected from future 
development by placing it within the Ausbon Sargent Land 
Preservation Trust. The conserved land is a piece of a community 
vision to conserve the natural habitat, rural heritage, and scenic 
open space in perpetuity.”

Through working with the Nutting family on this project, we came 
to learn a bit about the history of this property and those who worked 
the land and lived there. We learned of two sisters, Helene and Hazel 
Nutting, who were born and raised in Sunapee. Helene was born in 
1910 right at the family farmhouse on Nutting Road, and at four 
years of age, the family moved to the farm on Stagecoach Road. 
In 1918, Hazel was born. Three more siblings joined the family 
later on. The sisters both attended Sunapee schools and went on to 
college. Helene got her degree from the Hesser College of Business, 
and Hazel graduated from Keene State College and went on to get 
her Masters in Education from Boston University. What an amazing 
accomplishment for these women, for at the time they were living, 
it was rare that girls would venture on to seek higher education. But 
the sisters were hard workers both in the classroom and on the farm. 
They loved being outside, working the land, and helping to support 
the family’s way of life. 

Once Hazel graduated from Boston University, Helene congratulated 
her with a trip to Hawaii. Later, the two went on to visit most of the 
states in the continental US, they took a trip through the Canadian 

Rockies and on to Alaska, traveled to Switzerland, Australia, England, 
Sweden, Denmark, Scotland, Italy, and Austria. 

In 1981, the sisters began growing gladiolas on the farm to sell to 
area florists and to those who wished to stop by and purchase them 
right from their gardens. Some years, the sisters planted as many 
as 1,200 bulbs and each year looked forward to seeing what a new 
variety would look like. Dubbed “The Glad Girls,” people would 
come faithfully every year to bring home some of their beautiful 
glads and jams. Hazel and Helene looked forward to seeing their old 
friends and meeting new ones at the farm. The sisters have since 
passed away, having lived a life of hard work, rewarding experiences, 
and the deep love and commitment of family. In an article published 
in the July 2002 issue of SooNipi Magazine, an excerpt reads, “They 
do think about the land and what will happen to the acreage once 
they have gone from this world, but for now it brings them great joy 
and happiness and a secure sense of peace and family.”  We hope 
that Hazel and Helene are somehow comforted by the fact that the 
generation that came after them felt a similar sense of joy, happiness, 
peace and family from the land they held so dear. Thanks to Kenny 
Nutting and Joanne Menard (representatives of the Nutting Family 
Trust) and their decision to protect the family farm, it will always 
remain one of those special places, rich with history and love. 
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By Anne Payeur  
Since the purchase of the Messer Farm on October 30, 2020 by 
Ausbon Sargent, we have been busy. Owning the farm, it is our 
responsibility to manage the land. To keep the fields along Little 
Sunapee Road as working farmland, we have entered into a lease 
agreement with Spring Ledge Farm that began on January 1, 2021.

Spring Ledge Farm is leasing approximately 21 acres of fields, 
10 acres to be managed for growing crops, and the remainder 
for wildlife and maintaining the view of Mount Kearsarge in 
coordination with Ausbon Sargent. The lease will run for an initial 
term of 10 years with the option to extend for another 5 years 
to January of 2036!  We are excited to enter into this long term 
agreement with a great partner, which will allow the fields to  
remain as productive agricultural land serving the community. 

The fields are only 21 of the 144 acres of Messer Farm; we are 
working on a 10-year management plan for healthy forests with 
sustainable harvests, protection of water quality, enhancement of 
wildlife habitat, and suitable recreational opportunities. While it 
may be a while until a trail system is cleared, marked and mapped, 
we invite you to explore the woods of Messer Farm this winter, as the 
snowshoeing will be a fun exploration. 

We look forward to the day where we can gather together with all of 
our members to celebrate the protection of this property.

Anne Payeur has been with Ausbon Sargent for almost a year  
as the Stewardship Manager. She oversees the monitoring of  
conservatIon easement properties as well as the management of 
properties owned by Ausbon Sargent.
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Virtual Land Trust Rally 2020  
by Susan Ellison 
 
You have to look hard to find the positives amidst the COVID-19 crisis.  
We are tired of Zoom and miss in-person connections.  But one benefit 
of the shift to virtual is that online meetings and conferences can be 
made available to a wider and more diverse audience.  

This year the national Land Trust Alliance’s annual “Rally” 
conference, scheduled to take place in Portland, Oregon, was held 
virtually and as a result I was able to attend.  According to the 
organization’s website, the average Rally attendance from 2000 to 
2019 was 1,768.  In 2020, with the conference being offered online, 
more than 3,700 individuals from across the United States and other 
countries attended.

For me, a newer member of Ausbon Sargent’s Board of Trustees, the 
ability to participate in the conference from my home office in New 
London presented an excellent opportunity to learn more about the 
work land trusts do.  The meeting brought together conservation 
leaders, land trusts, government agencies, landowners and others 
to share ideas and to inspire each other to build and strengthen 
communities with open spaces and natural habitats.  

Over the course of three days, I attended five Rally sessions focused 
on caring for and protecting land, engaging the community, and 
addressing climate change.  It was encouraging and heartening to 
hear speakers from diverse places and organizations talk about the 
work they are doing in their communities.  I heard how land trusts 
can make a positive impact by promoting the concept of natural 
climate solutions, such as absorption of carbon in soils and grasslands 
to mitigate the effects of climate change.  And I heard about creative 
ways to engage community members and stakeholders, especially our 
youth, who will be faced most seriously with the impacts of climate 
change, and for whom land conservation and protection efforts are 
the most critical. 

Attending Rally gave me a much better understanding of and 
appreciation for the work Ausbon Sargent does to protect and care for 
our regional lands.  While I am hopeful that organizations like the 
Land Trust Alliance will be able to meet in person again soon, I am 
grateful that I could take part this year.  

Susan Ellison has been on Ausbon Sargent’s board of trustees for 
one year, and is the Director of the Office of Visa and Immigration 
Services at Dartmouth College.  Susan lives in New London with 
her husband Scott and their two teenage daughters.

Messer Farm Stewardship Update



6

Mountain Brook Forest Preserve: 
A Gift of Land in Andover 

by Kristy Heath  
On June 15, 2020 Ausbon Sargent was gifted a 234-acre parcel of 
land in Andover by Fred and Patrice Ficken.  It is forested with a mix 
of hemlock, northern red oak, beech, birch, maple, and white pine. 
The property is highly ranked for wildlife habitat, and with Mountain 
Brook running along its northwestern boundary, is in the Elbow Pond 
watershed. Past timber management operations have left a large 
network of old woods roads throughout the property, so it is easy to 
explore and is open to the public for low impact recreation. 

The property had been under the ownership of the Fickens since 
2011. They shared, “When we bought the property, the signs of timber 
management, though done sustainably, were heartbreaking.  It was 
important to us to allow the land to rest, recover and heal.  We knew we 
wanted to place the land in conservation from the get go, not only to 
protect the abundant wildlife, watershed and diverse ecology, but also in 
some small way do our part to address climate change.  We are thrilled 
that the Ausbon Sargent Board approved the property for conservation so 
that its natural beauty will be enjoyed for generations to come.”

The Mountain Brook Forest Preserve is rich with history, evidenced by 
telltale signs of agricultural use including barbed wire in the trees, and 
stone walls throughout the property. Large sloping areas with mounds 
of stones nearby show that fields had been cleared. Some stone wall 
configurations appear to have been used as enclosures for animals in a 
farm setting.  Cellar holes give some insight about those who may have 
lived on the property when the Town of Andover was first settled. 

The property lies in an area of town that was known for frequent bear 
activity, and was coined “Bear World” between the years 1751 and 1906. 
It has been said that bears would come down from the slopes of Ragged 
Mountain to feed from area farms, killing sheep and causing havoc. 

Farmers would scare the bears away from their properties into this 
area, which was described in Andover history books as “the Mountain 
Brook Ravine” and “adjacent rough territory.”  

Around 1820, the brook began to attract entrepreneurs, who built 
various mills, including a grist mill, a sawmill, and a shingle-mill. 
Remnants of these mills can still be found along the brook to the 
west of the preserve along the old mill road. 

Special properties like the Mountain Brook Forest Preserve are a 
treasure to explore. It is almost impossible to meander through the 
trails and along the brook without thinking about the people who 
used to live and work there. What an escape it is to step back in time 
and envision how life was 200+ years ago. Although the homes, 
mills and pastures are long gone, there is just enough remaining 
to see how it may have looked. We are so fortunate that the Fickens 
decided that this property and its history were important enough to 
keep intact for future generations to enjoy. This wonderful gift to the 
land trust is now a gift to all who wish to take a step back in time 
and walk among the nature that has flourished there for hundreds 
of years. 

If you have a special place that you would like to protect, 
please call and talk to our Land Protection Specialist, Andy 
Deegan. He would be happy to explore the conservation 
options available to you.
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AusbonSargent.org   •   603.526.6555

AUSBON  
SARGENT  
LAND 
PRESERVATION  
TRUST 

 
 2020 Thank you for the support  

you provide that helps us  
to fulfill our mission to 

 preserve the rural  
landscape of the 

Mt. Kearsarge/Ragged/Lake 
Sunapee region.

(In background) 
Messer Farm  
144 acres 
New London

Sawyer Brook 
Headwaters 

Property  
385 acres 

Grantham

Nutting Family 
Farm 

84 acres 
Sunapee

Mountain Brook 
Forest Preserve 

234 acres 
Andover

Cassey Brook  
Preserve 
201 acres 

Wilmot

Webb Forest 
Preserve 

Addition of 6.1 acres 
now 376.1 acres 

Sunapee

Wayne & Trudy  
Beaver Saga Pond Forest 

146 acres 
Warner

Land Brings Us Together
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Stewardship Wish List
Each year, Ausbon Sargent is required to monitor and watch over all of 
our protected properties in addition to the properties we own and manage, 
to insure that the terms of the conservation easements are being met. 
This requires some tools and materials, such as compasses, flagging tape, 
wood, paint, sign materials, and other miscellaneous items. Every so often, 
equipment has to be replaced and/or replenished.  Here are some items 
for which we could use funding.  Should you like to sponsor any of the 
items below, please send along a note with your check, or specify to us in 
some way what you would like your money to go towards. If you prefer that 
we use it for the items we need most, simply state “stewardship wish list” 
and we will use your support to go towards the items for which we have a 
shortfall.

Again, we aren’t asking for the actual items, but funding to purchase the 
following:

• $400 for 10 Suunto Quadrant Compasses, $40 each.

• $39.60 for 2 dozen rolls of red flagging tape, $1.65 each. 

• Gift certificates in any denomination to Clarke’s 		
	  Hardware or Belletetes for boundary paint, wood for 		
	  signs, and trail tools. 

Ph
ot

o 
by

 L
ee

 M
or

ri
ll

				  

Ph
ot

o 
by

 A
nn

e 
Pa

ye
ur

Facts about the

Christopher Cummer 
Preserve  

A gift of land from Cheryl Cummer

Town:  Springfield
Location:  Nichols Hill Road   

Total Acreage:  24 acres

This property:
•	 is adjacent to the present Cummer/Lyle conservation easement 	
	 (24 acres) 
• 	 was donated to Ausbon Sargent to own in fee, representing 
	 the 11th fee-owned property by the land trust 
•	 is highly ranked for wildlife habitat in the 2015 Wildlife 
	 Action Plan
• 	 is steep, forested, and is in the Quabbin-to-Cardigan corridor 
• 	 is in the Sawyer Brook watershed 

New Land Acquisition



CORPORATE MATCHING GIFTS 
IBM 
Johnson & Johnson 
Lincoln Financial Foundation 
Shell Oil Company Foundation 
 
ENFORCEMENT FUND DONATIONS 
Town of Sunapee  
      Conservation Commission 
 
GRANTS 
Amazon Smile 
Anonymous  
Burton D. Morgan Foundation 
The Greenspan Foundation 
NH Charitable Foundation 
Virginia Cretella Mars Foundation 
 
NH CHARITABLE FOUNDATION 
FUNDS 
Cotton M. Cleveland and  
      John B. Garvey 
Thomas W. Hass Fund 
Jane Van Bremen 
 
IN KIND DONATIONS 
Pierre J. Bedard and Associates, P.C. 
The Country Press and  
      Kearsarge Shopper 
On Track Design 
PCCHelp 
Pennyroyal Hill Land Surveying  
      and Forestry 
Susan Nooney, CPA 
 
IN HONOR OF NELSON LEESE 
Kyra Shields 
 
IN HONOR OF JOHN AND DEBBIE 
WILSON’S WEDDING 
David and Brenda Beardsley 
 
IN HONOR OFJOHN H. JEVNE 
Lucretia Jevne 
 
IN MEMORY OF TAFFY BECKMAN 
John and Carolyn Dietel 
 
IN MEMORY OF DEAN BENSLEY 
Dean and Karen Bensley 
Kirsten and Stephen Berthiaume 
Christine B. Drain 
Thomas and Cynthia Dunn 
Hugh Ferguson 
Jack and Katharine Locke 
Sylvia Bates and Tom Masland 
Daniel W. O'Neill 
Susan B. Reetz 
Richard and Deborah Smith 
 

IN MEMORY OF  
ERWIN R. BRIGHAM 
Sonja Brigham 
 
IN MEMORY OF DAVID W. CLARK 
Roger and Nancy Adams 
Duncan and Susan Brown 
Bill and Betsy Horn 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul A. Lazdowski 
Matilda Maassen 
Elise Rymer 
Laura and William Shucart 
 
IN MEMORY OF TOM DORAN 
Nathaniel and Lila Corwin 
 
IN MEMORY OF  
GORDON MCKINNON 
Ann and Jerry Walls 
 
IN MEMORY OF LOU METCALF 
Brian Metcalf 
 
IN MEMORY OF  
MILDRED “MIM” O’DAY 
Janice Healey 
 
IN MEMORY OF  
ROBERT SONTHEIMER 
Frances Harris 
 
IN MEMORY OF BOB STEVENS 
Michael and Barbara Kreisler 
 
IN MEMORY OF JANET STITT 
Nicole Burrows 
The Duval Family 
Ken Duval 
Judy and Steve Gordon 
Joan Haskins 
Terry and Patrice Hill 
David Lyons 
Andrew Phelps 
Ana Maria Ramon-Foote 
Robert J. Silvia 
Lisa Thomas 
Meaghan Tuttle 
Harriet H. Van Wart 
Beverly and Bertien Westerveld 
 
IN MEMORY OF  
WALTER WOJTCZAK 
Anne F. Hall 
Jim and Phyllis McDonough 
Robert and Joan Moore 
Susan and Mario Sorrenti 
 

IN MEMORY OF EUGENE YONCHAK 
Becky and Tom Cheney 
 
STEWARDSHIP FUND DONATIONS 
Town of Sunapee  
      Conservation Commission 
 
MARILYN KIDDER AND THE STAFF  
AT BETTER HOMES AND GARDENS 
MILESTONE REAL ESTATE  
(for donating a portion of their sales 
commissions to Ausbon Sargent) 
Anne Marie Appel 
Kim Armen 
Emily Campbell 
Donna Forest 
Jacinta Josephs 
Sharon LaVigne 
Judy Merrill 
Jenna Sievers 
Jane Snow 
Sonja Torkelsen 
Joan Wallen 
 
NUTTING FAMILY FARM 
Anonymous 
Julie and Kirk Bishop 
Milton and Sandra Blackington 
Thomas and Sharon Callahan 
Bob and Cathy Cassato 
Janice Collins 
Robert Kangas and  
      Cora Collins-Kangas 
Dexter's Inn 
Nina Lian and Harlow Farmer 
Peter and Catherine Fiore 
Mrs. Ralph Garrand 
Sally and Al Griggs 
Ian and Meli Kingscote 
Mrs. Lois Konon 
Lois M. Logan 
Betsy and Jim Lyons 
Steve McGrath 
Aaron Simpson 
Mike and Nan Stolpinski 
Sunapee Conservation Commission 
Brian Suttmeier 
Marilyn and Greg Swick 
Peter and Terri White 
Bob and Tanya Wilkie 
Evelyn Wirta 
 
SAWYER BROOK HEADWATERS 
LAND PROJECT 
State of NH - LCHIP 
 

WE WOULD ALSO LIKE TO THANK 
Nick Andrews  
      for shredding documents 
The Kearsarge Shopper  
      for all they do for us 
Lee Morrill, On Track Design  
      for graphic design & advertising 
NE Forestry Consultants for the gift 
      of a handheld GPS unit 
Katie and Lyn Potter for recycling 
Chip Rowe for work on the 
      Johnson/Thistlewaite property 
 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE  
VOLUNTEERS 
Tim Eliassen 
Gerry Gold 
Ginny Gwynn 
Bob and Peggy Hutter 
Glennie LeBaron 
Hunterr Payeur 
Alice Perry 
Andy Prokosch 
Peter Stanley 
 
MAILING HELPERS 
Kathleen Belko 
Terri Bingham 
Marla Binzel 
Annie Chambers 
Jenny Chambers 
Debbie Chrisman 
Laurie DiClerico 
Laura Beth Foster 
Kate Gordon 
Joan Gould 
Jane Hopwood 
Jan Hostage 
Janet Howe 
Susan Lewis 
Betsy Lyons 
Joan Morena 
Lynn Mountford 
Alice Perry 
Elizabeth Stevens 
Sue Venable 
Becky Watt 
Judy Zilvitis 
 
PROOF READERS FOR THE 
WINTER CHATTER 
Marla Binzel 
Anne Carroll 
Andrea DeAugustinis 
Nan Kaplan 
Alice Perry 
 

SUMMER CHATTER DELIVERY 
Kathleen Belko 
Seth Benowitz 
Betsy Forsham 
Carol Foss 
Susan Giaccotto 
Kate Gordon 
Cynthia Hayes 
Janet Howe 
 
2020 EASEMENT MONITORS 
Robin and Allen Abendroth 
Sarah Allen 
Denise and Bill Andrews
Sue Andrews 
Steve Barker 
Dave Beardsley  
George Beaton 
Laura Beaton
Ann and Pierre Bedard 
Jon Bellis
Charlie Betz  
Kathleen Bigford
Chuck Bolduc
Doreen and John Brandolini
Dave Brazier
Laurie Buchar 
Kathryn Butler 
Cynthia and Woody Canaday  
Lee Carvalho 
Donna Catanzaro
Susan and Mike Chiarella
Bill and Ki Clough 
Charles Collins 
Randall Costa
Glenda Cottrill
Tom and Martha Cottrill
Ann and Marc Davis
Andy Deegan 
Laurie DiClerico 
Midge and Tim Eliassen
Laurie Farrell
Barbara Faughnan 
Elizabeth Fielding
Betsy Forsham
Carol and Charlie Foss 
Laura Beth Foster 
Michael and Rebecca Friedman 
Patty Furness
Dode Gladders 
Gerry Gold
Craig and Susan Goodwin
Kate Gordon
Allan and Joan Gould 
Ginny Gwynn 
Andy Hager 
Linda and Tom Hamlin 
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The Ausbon Sargent Land Preservation Trust
Gifts, Thank Yous & Land/Easement Donors

We only print the list of our Membership and Annual Fund donations once a year, in the summer issue of Chatter.  
If you have any questions concerning your membership status please call Operations Manager, Sue Andrews at 526-6555 or email sandrews@ausbonsargent.org 

This list has been prepared with care. However, if we’ve inadvertently omitted your name, please contact us.



May Henry 
Bonnie Hill
Tom Hill
Sooze Hodgson 
Bill Hoffman 
Jeff Hollinger 
Bob and Marty Hopkins 
Jane Hopwood
Henry Howell  
Amy Johnson
Bruce Johnson
David Karrick 
Michael Keating
Elizabeth and Peter Keene
True Kelley
Debbie Lang 
Glennie LeBaron
Mark Lennon  
Debra and Tod Lloyd
Bob and JoAnn Lyon
Betsy and Jim Lyons 
Scott and Lisa MacLean 
Petrina Markowitz 
Nancy Martin
Scott Martin 
Scott McCaskill 
Carol McGarry
Steve McGrath
Chris and Tom McKee 
Debbie McMillan
Sue Mitchell 
Matt Moran 
Joan and Al Morena 
Susan Moss 
Peter and Susie Nichols
Marilyn Paradis
Tom Paul 
Anne Payeur
Glenn Pogust
Faith Reney 
Michelle Roy
Jody Cooper Rubin and  
      Tom Rubin  
Peter Savickas  
Stephen Seamans
Jack Sheehan
Gerry Shelby
Mike Sherrill 
Dick and Sue Showalter 
Beth Sprague 
Patsy and Greg Steverson 
Rick Stockwell
Michael Todd
John Trachy
Sue and Gene Venable 
Susan Weiss 
Ken and Lee Wells 
Jane Williamson 
Todd Williamson 
 
 
 
 

LAND & EASEMENT  
DONORS 
Our sincere appreciation to  
those who share their passion  
for natural places through 
land and easement donations. 
Sydney R. Badmington* 
William H.*  and  
      Carol L. Baldwin 
Baptist Pond Trust 
Barclin Land Company, LLC 
Barraspur Limited 
Juanita Battles 
Clare J. Bensley 
Roger W. Birnbaum 
Sandra Blackington 
Amy* and John* Blitzer 
Eunice Bohanon * 
Bolyn Land Investment LLC 
Thomas and Judith Brewer 
Katherine A. Brown* 
Nathan Brown and Family 
Robert and Sandy Brown 
Town of Bradford 
Betty and  
      Mary Anne Broshek 
Burton E. “Gene” Burton 
Marguerite “Peg” Carroll* 
Children of  
      Peg Dewey Carroll 
Gary Clark* 
Cleveland Family Trust 
James C. Cleveland* and  
      William F. Kidder* 
Don* and Lorraine Cline 
John and Sue* Clough 
David W. and Celeste C. Cook 
Fred William Courser, Jr. 
Family Trust (4 phases) 
Sydney Crook* 
Cheryl Cummer/Jack Lyle* 
Stanley I. “Chris” and  
      Janice Cundey 
Harold Currier* 
Trudy Daniels 
Charles* and Laura Davis 
Tim and Lorraine Davis 
Charles* and  
      Barbara Deming 
Denny Beach Realty Trust 
Neil and Beverlee Donavan 
Priscilla Drake, Deborah Cross 
      and Cross children 
Richard L.* and  
      Mary A. Emerson* 
Leslie and Stephen Enroth 
Ed Erickson 
Meg Fearnley 
Frederick and Patrice Ficken 
FHS Associates, LLC 
Christopher and Jennifer Fore 
John B. Garvey Trust 

Frank H. Gordon* &  
      Dorothy B. Gordon* 
Dr. Lincoln Gordon* 
Town of Grantham 
John Graves*, Cordelia F. Graves* 
      Revocable Trust 
Green Crow Corporation 
Donna Vilsmeier and Russell,  
      Donald*, Raymond and  
      Richard Gross 
Cynthia W. Hayes and John Trachy 
Gerald E. Hersey 
Roger Hersey* 
Lisa Hess 
Edwin R. Hiller 
Beatrice Jillette 
Hazel Johnson* 
Jolyon Johnson 
Thaddeus C.* and  
      Virginia D. Johnson 
Cora Collins Kangas 
Kezar Conservation Group, LLC 
King Ridge, LLC, Frank Stewart 
Knight's Hill Nature Park 
Nelson F. Lebo III 
LEJ Revocable Trust 
Mark Lennon 
David and Mary MacMillin 
Brooks McCandlish and  
      Janet Sillars 
J Dale McLeod Co.  
Monetta Properties, Inc. 
Nelson Farm 
Newcomb and Ourusoff Families 
      “Kentlands” 
New England Forestry Foundation 
New London Outing Club 
Town of New London 
NH Audubon 
Clayton Nowell 
Nutting Family Trust 
Judith M. Oates 
Robert O’Neil Revocable Trust 
Otter Pond Protective Association 
Dr. Edward C. Parkhurst* and  
      Loren B. Sjostrom* 
Dr.* and Mrs.* Edward C. Parkhurst 
Malcolm, Dallas* and Mabel Patten 
Thomas and Janet Paul 
Pelfor Corporation 
Alice Perry 
Mrs. Bessie W. Phillips* 
Pine Summit, LLC 
Robert and Timathy Poh 
Gerald R. Putnam 
Ring Brook 
Barbara and David Roby 
Rachel and Myron* Rosenblum 
Janice W. Sahler Trust 
Rachel* and Murray* Sargent 
Sharon and Duffy Sheehan 
Patricia Sorento 

Ralph* and Mary Lou Spofford 
Stanley Farm Association 
Stanley Point Trust 
Star Lake Properties, Inc. 
Robert Stevens* 
Linford E. and Mary Ellin Stiles 
Bill and Betty Stockwell 
Sugar River Savings Bank 
Town of Sunapee 
Town of Sutton 
Kit and Nancy Tatum 
Libby Trayner Trust* 
V-Oz Asset Management Co., LLC, 
      Van O. Webb 
R.H. Webb Forest Preserve, LLC,  
      Van O. Webb 
Daniel H. Wolf Trust 
Woods Without Gile 
Marcia Wright 
Sarah Yerkes 
Marjorie Young* 
Steven* and Susan Youngs 
       
      *denotes deceased 
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Ausbon Sargent is thrilled to have 
received a 3-year Community Grant  

from the New Hampshire Charitable Foundation 
(NHCF) to help with operating costs over the next 

three years. This support was made possible by gifts 
from the following fund(s): Caroline Cressman Riggs 
Fund, Fergus Fund, John F. and Dorothy H. McCabe 

Environmental Fund, Kineo Fund, Louise W. Schmidt 
Fund, and the Upper Valley Region Community Fund. 
The land trust will receive a gift each year for the next 
three years to help with costs associated with overhead, 
salaries, and general expenses associated with running 

a non-profit! We are extremely thankful to NHCF for this 
opportunity, which will help us to continue our mission 

during these challenging times.

Stewardship Volunteer Glennie LaBaron cuts  
a snowshoe trail at the Philips Preserve.
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Maureen & Ben Adams • Steve & Nancy Allenby • Paul Ambrose • Cornelia Boyle & Gary Anderson • Dave & Sue Andrews  
Denise & Bill Andrews • Gay & Robert Andrews • Lisa & David Andrews • Walter & Eleanor Angoff • Anonymous (7) • Larry & 
Jane Armstrong • Matthew Roginski & Christine Arsnow • Emily & James Atkinson • Richards Badmington • Bethany Balford 
Larry & Annie Ballin • Stephen & Sallie Barker • Ruth & Bill Barney • Ray Barrette • Lori & Rich Bartoes • Mr. Benjamin K. 
Barton • Mr. Dana H. Bascom • Kathy & David Bashaw • Doug & Charlene Baxter • Barbara Beal • Mr. & Mrs. David L. Beardsley 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Duncan Beardsley • Mr. & Mrs. Pierre J. Bedard • James & Cune Bednar • Charles Belden • Melinda Belden  
Kathleen Belko • Ginny Gwynn & Jon Bellis • Deborah K. Benjamin • Sarah Bennett • Clare Bensley • Becky Rockwell &  
Douglas Bent • Amy Simon Berg • Alexandra Berger • Greg & Astrid Berger • Mr. & Mrs. William S. Berger • Timothy Berger  
Myra Mayman & Alex Bernhard • Ronald Bersaglieri • Charles Betz • Gordon & Teresa Bingham • Kathy Lowe-Bloch & Peter 
Bloch • Elizabeth Bloomquist • Mr. & Mrs. Harry W. Blunt • Foster & Julie Boardman • Cynthia Bennett Bonaccorsi • Lisa 
Bond • John Bouton • Nancy Klotz & John Bowen • Bob & Kathy Bowers • Jyl & Volker Bradley • John Brigham • Mr. & Mrs. 
Stanley J. Bright • James L. & Sharon A. Broadhead • Jane Brock-Wilson • Cynthia & Greg Bruss • Amelia Bucklin • Mr. Edward 
Burt • Burton D. Morgan Foundation • Jim Williams & Catherine Bushueff • Clara W. Butler • Carol Emanuelson & Rodney 
Buttry • Carolyn Byrne • Peter Canavan • Laura Carle • Dr. & Mrs. Daniel Carlin • Cindy & Tim Carlson • Deirdre Smith & 
Doug Carroll • Glenn Fuller & Barbara Carroll • Joseph & Kathleen Carroll • Lucy Carroll • Michael & Jules Catania   
Lauren Chadwick • Hope Damon & George Chait • Lyman & Suzanne Chapin • Celeste Chernin • Valerie A. Clausen • Tom & 
Judy Clay • Marc & Patricia Clement • Mrs. Hilary Cleveland • Bill & Ki Clough • John Clough • Alison A. Coady • Deborah 
L. Coffin • Bob Cole Kelly L. Conaty • Celeste & David Cook • William & Patricia Cook • Gerald & Barbara Cooper • Wendy 
Bohner & Karen Cooper • Lisa & Randall Costa • Richard & Janice Cotrona • Gerald Courser • Cynthia Coy • Steve & Allison 
Coy • Anna Crane • Mrs. Courtland Cross • Polly Crowell • Cheryl S. Cummer • Jane Cumming • Chris & Janice Cundey   
Kendel Currier • Anne Cushman • Karen & Paul Dale • Robert & Sara D’Alelio • Rob & Cindy Daley • Kenneth & Pamela Daniell  
Rick Davies • Dan Allen & Natalie Davis • Laura Davis • Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Davis • Tim & Lorraine Davis • Mrs. Pat Dazet  
Sally Dean • John Lane & Andrea DeAugustinis • Philip & Lori DeConinck •  Andy & Carrie Deegan • Lynne Delise • Wynne 
DeMille • Nicole Densmore • David & Lisa DeSimone • Joseph & Laurie DiClerico • Robert DiClerico • Sidney Diekmann • Joseph 
& Beverly Digilio • Richard Digilio • Sonali Divilek • Allison Dobrowski • Frances Canning & Justin Donaghy • Ann & John 
Donnery • Mrs. Thomas T. Doran • Russell & Wanda Doughty • Mary Doyle • Robert & Kaaren Drent • Mary Lou & Larry  
Dufault • Tasha Dunning • Sue Eaton • Doris Ebel • Dorothy Ann Egan • Tim & Midge Eliassen • Steven & Mitzi Elkes • Donald 
& Susan Elliott • Peter Guest & Jen Ellis • Scott & Susan Ellison • Mr. Stephen W. Ensign • Walter & Elaine Ensign • Jeffrey & 
Annette Epremian • Karen & Rich Epstein • Sandra Escher • Susan Eslick • Domenic & Molly Ferrante • Fields Pond  
Foundation • John & Carol Filbin • David & Rachel Fine • Harriet & Rick Fingeroth • Katharine Fischer • Danny &  
Bonnie Fladung • Nancy Fleming • Charlie & Becky Forbes • John & Maggie Ford • Charles & Carol Foss • Robert & Daralyn  
Foster • Ivor & Barbara Freeman • Ann French • Wayne & Joan French • Rebecca & Michael Friedman • Theodore & Rosemary 
Fulton • Sylvia & John Garfield • Jack & Lisa Garrahan • Cotton M. Cleveland & John B. Garvey • John Gedaminski • Lynn & 
John Gilbert • Helen T. Gillespie • Gail Goddard • Gerry & Jane Gold • Bambi & Michael Good • John & Patricia Goodlin  
Edward & Sharon Goolbis • Eric & Marcia Gordon • Paul & Maura Gorman • Allan & Joan Gould • Jon Kucera & Susan  
Graham • Ruth White & George Green • John & Jane Griggs • Mr. David Gunn • Robin & Peter Gunn • Barbara Gurnsey  
Thomas W. Haas • Mr. & Mrs. Charles Hafner • Carolyn & Peter Hager • Janet Miller Haines • Deborah J. Hall • Pat & Gene Hall 
Mrs. Jackson W. Hambley • Thomas & Linda Hamlin • Frank M. Hammond • Frances E. Harris • Neal & Ann Harris • Patricia & 
John Harris • Kristy Heath • Mr. & Mrs. G. William Helm, Jr. • Betty Herrick • Lisa & Jamie Hess • Mr. & Mrs. John H. Hewitt  
Arthur & Louise Hildreth • Tom & Marilyn Hill • Mr. & Mrs. David I. Hitchcock • Howard & Aryn Hoke • Pamela Holden  
Jeff & Roberta Hollinger • Marty & Bob Hopkins • Mr. & Mrs. William Hopwood • Kimberley V. Hornung • Carol Howard • Ed 
& Linda Howes • Stephen & Mary Lou Hoyt • Mr. & Mrs. Glenn B. Hudson • Thomas Hunt • Fritz & Barbara Hunting • Susan 
& Steve Immelt • George & Kristyn Jamieson • Dorothy Jeffrey • Ryan Jerke • Monique & John Jevne • Bruce & Marsha Johnson 
Ms. Molly Johnson • Amy D. Johnson, M.D. • Mrs. Bryan C. Jones • Jeff & Tamera Jones • Dan & Betsy Junius • Renate Kannler  
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Kaplan • Nan Kaplan • Brenda Shapiro & Jerry Karr • Sally & Michael Keating • Bunny Keeshan • Christine 
Marbach Kellett & Mark Kellett • Mrs. Ginny Kellner • Charles & Cynthia Kelsey • Deborah Whistler Kelsey • Michael & 
Robin Kennedy • Elizabeth Kent • Marilyn Kidder • Rick & Jan Kidder • Catharine Newick & Tyler Kipp • Jean & Bob Kjellman 
Ron & Vicki Koron • Nina Kozain • Tory & Sandy Lambert • Ann & Doug Lamson • Joan Lamson • Deborah Lang • Anne  
Langsdorf • Mark & Elizabeth Larrabee • Heidi & Pete Lauridsen • Laurie Lauridsen • Jud & Cindy Lawson • Leatherwood 
Foundation • Kevin Leavitt • Nelson R. Leese • Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Lengyel • Mark Lennon • Sarah Harris & Pierre Lessard  
Jessie W. Levine • Susan Lewis • Gene & Nancy Lindsey • Micheline A. P. Lizotte • Doug Lyon • Betsy & Jim Lyons • David & Nancy 
Macdonald • Ellen MacDonald • John & Tracey MacKenna • Mr. & Mrs. David M. MacMillin • Anne Siarnacki & Jeremy  
Magner • Mary C. Major • Liz & Tom Maloof • John & Susan Manaras • Richard & Barbara Marcucci • Virginia C. Mars  
Mr. Gordon Marshall • Charles Martin • Linda Masters • Robert & Lyn Mattoon • John & Ann McCormack • Tom McCormick   
Kathleen McDermott • Connie & Andrew McElwee • Gregory & Allyson McGinn • Karen H. McGrew • Mrs. Gordon P.  
McKinnon • John McLanahan • Elizabeth A. Meller • Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Miller • Linda & Ken Miller • Jeff & Dale Milne   
Malcom & Marilyn Milne • Annie Montgomery • Dr. Joanne Palmisano & Mr. Russell Moore • Judith Moore • Sara Moravej  
Lee & Sally Morrill • Susan Moseley • John & Louise Moses • Leslie Mulcahy • Michael Murphy • Sue Murray • N.C.I.S. • Heidi & 
Dave Nelson • Peter & Susan Nichols • Wes & Nancy Nichols • Mr. & Mrs. Stephen B. Nilsen • Mr. & Mrs. Robert Norander 
Alison Nowak • Mr. W. Lloyd Oakes • Mr. & Mrs. William A. Obenshain • Mildred O’Day • Bob & Judy Odell • Mr. & Mrs. Fred 
Ogmundson • Christine O’Hara • Karen & Kevin O’Leary • Ed Olney • Heidi Hill Tobin & Edward Ordman • Mark & Cathy Owen 
Leslie Ludtke & James Owers • Wendy Parker • David & Jill Paul • Mr. & Mrs. Igor Paul • Ann Paulson • Dave & Bev Payne   

Thank You to all our



11

Messer Farm Donors!

Ed & Jeanette Pearson • Kate Kellogg & David R. Peeler • Alden Perkins • • Mr. & Mrs. James M. Perkins • Pamela Perkins • Joan 
Ebbeson & Ralph Perkins • Mrs. Alice Perry • Hollister K. Petraeus • Mary-Alice Petrucelli-Timek • Mary Ropka & John  
Philbrick • Frederick & Julia Pierce • Phyllis Tilson Piotrow • Jeanie Plant • Jeff & Carmen Pope • Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Potter 
Stephanie Powers • Robert & Maureen Prohl • Ed Blanchard & Nancy Putnam • Mary Rakow • Kirk Ramsey • The Rev. & Mrs. 
James C. Ransom • Roy & Connie Raven • Richard & Deborah Reed • Mr. & Mrs. Donald N. Rice • Mrs. Diana Richards • Eric 
& Maria Rieders • Ellen Brennan-Ring & Richard Ring • Janice & Paul Ritter • Donald & Elaine Robar • Mr. & Mrs. Peter E. 
Rodts • Mr. & Mrs. Jon W. Roemer • Mr. & Mrs. John H. Rogers • Lee & Nina Rogers • Priscilla J. Rondinone • Karen Ebel & 
Steven Root • Kim Rosenfield • Jody Cooper-Rubin & Tom Rubin • Caroline & David Ryan • Paul & Jan Sahler • Nancy & 
Sandy Salmela •  Laura & Michael Salvay • Emory & Susie Sanders • Vahan & Anne Sarkisian • Bonnie & Bruce Sawyer  
Jennifer Schad • Sara & Jonathan Scheuch • Michael Morgan & Laurie Schive • Kiki & Dan Schneider • Ute Schurrath  
Jonathan & Janet Schwartz • Mr. & Mrs. Richard E. Schwemm •  Sage I. & John W. Scott II • Caroline Scully • Arthur & Mary 
Ellen Scutro •  Cynthia Lamson Seigler • Serendipity Fund • Sethness Family Foundation • Andrew & Alison Seward • Pat & 
Jack Sheehan • Deirdre M. Sheerr Gross • Judith W. Sheon • Joyce Lai & Philip Sherman • Fred Sladen • Mr. & Mrs. William M. 
Sloan, Jr. • Jane Smedley • Leslie & Lois Smith • Cindy & Aaron Snay • Paul & Susan Snow • John & Nancy Denny Solodar  
Steven Solomon • Lorraine & Stephen Sonnabend • Mr. & Mrs. David Spina • Laura Kiefer & Gary Stanhope • Deborah & Peter 
Stanley • Tom & Sandy Stark • David & Julie Sternberg • Jan Hostage & Elizabeth Stevens • Nathaniel Stevens • John Cavender 
& Rosalind Stevens • Greg & Patsy Steverson • Mrs. Barbara Steward • Bill & Betty Stockwell • Harry & Judith Stotz  
Maureen Strachan • Gary R. Surprenant • Jane Sweatt • Brenda Digilio & Doug Sweet • Ralph & Christina Sweetland   
Stephane Courtine & Elizabeth Talbot • Frank J. Tappen III • Barbara Teach • Jessica Teach • Mary S. Teach • Nancy Teach •Mr. 
& Mrs. Harry R. Tether • Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Theroux • Mr. & Mrs. John Q. Tilson, III • W. Michael Todd • Karyn Toy • Cynthia 
Hayes & John Trachy • Nancy & Kenneth Tripp • John Tucker • Dave & Cindy Twombly • Mark & Karen Vachon • Jane  
VanBremen • Dennis & Joni Varley • Molly Vazquez • Gene & Sue Venable • Mark & Alison Vernon • Edward & Cathy Vinci 
Germar • Peter & Pamela Voss • Lankford & Jamie Wade • Ingrid & Malcolm Wain • Richard Wallis • Hilary Walrod • Ginni 
Walsh • Jane & John Walsh • Joyce Gawron & Susan Ware • Betsy Denny Warner • Diane Warning • John Waterbury • Sheryl 
& Gerard Weber • Joan Wetherall • Valerie White • Elizabeth & Baur Whittlesey • Drs. Brian & Mary Wicenski, DMD • Tom & 
Molly Williams • Craig & Gail Williamson • Mr. & Mrs. Todd G. Williamson • Dr. John B. & Deborah Wilson • Winter Wild 
LLC/Team Amp • Anthony & Bertie Woeltz • Stephen & Anita Wolf • Phyllis & George Wolford • Lisa Ensign Wood & Michael 
Wood • Julie & Kent Woodger • Woods Without Gile, LLC • Dee Worthen • Marcia Wright • Kurt & Margrit Wunderli 
Katherine Yost •Donna T. & Robert Young • Nancy Young • Bob & Debbie Zeller • Patrick & Judy Zilvitis

IN HONOR OF DOUG & CHARLENE BAXTER
Debbie Wilson

IN HONOR OF FRANCES HARRIS
Jerry Karr & Brenda Shapiro

IN HONOR OF RICHARD & JEAN PRICE
Jim & Beth Perkins

IN HONOR OF ASHLEY SEYBOLD’S BIRTHDAY
Laurie Lauridsen

IN HONOR OF ANNE SONTHEIMER KING
DAVID SONTHEIMER
JANE SONTHEIMER SULLIVAN
Frances Harris

IN HONOR OF THE SPRING LEDGE FARM 
FIELD CREW
Jim & Beth Perkins

IN MEMORY OF DAVID & MARGARET BOWEN
Nancy Klotz & John Bowen

IN MEMORY OF SUE CLOUGH
Deborah & Peter Stanley

IN MEMORY OF JOANIE HORNING
Musterfield Farm Museum

IN MEMORY OF BRUCE R. HUDSON
Renate Kannler

IN MEMORY OF JAYNE POWERS LEARY
Stephanie Powers

IN MEMORY OF CAROL MCCORD
Arthur & Louise Hildreth

IN MEMORY OF TOMIE DEPAOLA
Jim & Beth Perkins

IN MEMORY OF ALAN STERNBERG
Arthur & Louise Hildreth

IN MEMORY OF JANET STITT
Carol Emauelson & Rodney Buttry

MATCHING GIFTS
GE Foundation
Goldman Sachs 
William Blair & Co. Ph
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Messer Farm lease signing December 31, 2020. 
(left to right) Sue Andrews, Andy Deegan, Greg Berger and Debbie Stanley.

BUSINESS DONORS
Bar Harbor Bank & Trust	
Better Homes & Gardens Milestone 
	 Real Estate	
Blue  Loon Bakery, LLC
Compass Travel Inc.	
Echo Communications, Inc
Intelligent Banking Solutions, Inc.
Jake’s Market & Deli	
Ledyard National Bank	
Musterfield Farm Museum
Pellettieri Associates, Inc.	
Spring Ledge Farm Ph
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by Kristy Heath
In our last issue of “Chatter” we offered a hiking challenge that was inspired by the 50th anniversary of Earth Day. As you likely recall, it was also the beginning 
of the Coronavirus pandemic, when we were told by our governor that it was best to “stay at home.” Going outside to exercise was an allowable escape from 
the house, and so the timing of the challenge was ideal.  The response from those accepting the challenge was amazing! Members and friends, people who had 
recently moved to the area, and those who come for the summer months started hiking and sending us photos, comments and words of thanks for putting the 
series together.  People of all ages enjoyed this series; our youngest finishers were just 2 and 6!  Congratulations to all!

We are hopeful that by this summer, we can resume our regularly scheduled hiking programs, but until then, we hope you will enjoy our “DIY” Winter 
Snowshoe Series.  If you have any questions about these trails, please give the office a call or email our Stewardship Manager,  
Anne Payeur apayeur@ausbonsargent.org. And as always, we love to hear about your experiences and observations of the trails.  
Photos are also great! Send them to kheath@ausbonsargent.org. 

Thanks to all who participated in the 2020 Earth Day Hiking Challenge!         

Hiking Challenge 2020 Recap

Some of our Finishers — 8 Hikes COMpleted!

“Thank you for encouraging us and  
others to get out and enjoy. Especially 
this year, a walk in the woods is among 
one of the best things we can do.”
		  — Peter and Nancy Keenan, Newbury
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Our winter hiking series includes these five 
trails in our region:

	 •  Webb Forest Trail - Sunapee
	 •  King Hill Reservation - Sutton
	 •  Sawyer Brook Headwaters 
	     Property - Grantham
	 •  Courser Farm - Warner
	 •  Phillips Preserve - New London

Ausbon Sargent’s 
winter

SNOWSHOE  
SERIES
2021

Please remember to maintain social distance on the trails and  
wear a face mask if unable to do so. Winter hiking can be tricky 
depending on the weather. Be sure to check weather conditions, 
wear appropriate clothing and footwear, and bring necessary 
equipment. If hiking alone, be sure to tell someone where  
you will be. 

Please pick up after your leashed dogs, and most important: 

HAVE FUN!!
Find downloadable directions and trail descriptions at:
www.ausbonsargent.org/trails

Contact apayeur@ausbonsargent.org with trail questions.
Send your photos and stories from the trails to:  
kheath@ausbonsargent.org

“Just started working 
my way through the 
Earth Day Challenge 
with a beautiful walk  
up Sunset Hill today.”
	 – Sally Harris, South Newbury

There was so much positive feedback that we  
decided to put together a winter snowshoeing  
series to continue the fun! 
These five winter “DIY” snowshoe outings will hopefully  
encourage the exploration of our lesser-known trails.  
The weather will determine if they are best hiked by foot,  
spikes, or snowshoes! Use your best judgement!
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The October 2020 Ausbon Sargent Annual Meeting looked much different than in prior years, in that it was held online, 
over “Zoom.” Invitations were sent out in the mail, as in years past, but this year’s RSVP requested that members email us to 
receive a Zoom invitation. The usual agenda was followed, including an update on projects that had closed over the last year, 
reporting on the financial health of the organization, and news about changes in the staff. There were two bylaw changes which 
were voted on, and one change in the leadership committee. Unfortunately, there was no opportunity to mingle and sample from 

the delicious hors d’oeuvres usually provided by the trustees and staff.

Jeff Hollinger, Chair (top left) 
Jeff’s family first started coming to New London in 1968 as early 
members of the Slope-N-Shore Club. He and his wife, Roberta 
moved to New London in 1983 and raised four children. Jeff has 
been a member of Ausbon Sargent for over 20 years and in 2017, 
joined the Investment and Finance Committees. He has taken on 
the role of Chair from Frances Harris, who has stepped down but is 
continuing to sit on the Board of Trustees. 

Lisa Andrews, New Vice Chair (bottom left) 
Lisa and her husband David, have frequented the Sunapee area 
since 2000, and in 2014, moved to the lake full-time. She has 
been on the Membership Committee for two years and took over 
as Chair in July 2019. Lisa has hosted both the dessert and the 
cocktail portions of Ausbon Sargent Progressive Dinners, and 
looks forward to working with and joining additional committees 
at the land trust. 

Annual Meeting Update & Leadership Changes

Jim Owers, Secretary (top right)  
Jim and his wife, Leslie are full-time residents of Concord and 
have been seasonal residents of Sunapee since 2005. Jim was a 
partner at the Concord Law firm of Sulloway & Hollis PLLC for 35 
years, retiring in January 2016. Jim has assisted Ausbon Sargent 
with land acquisitions, trail development, and is Chair of the 
Lands Committee.

Mike Quinn, Treasurer (bottom right) 
Mike and his wife, Froncie moved to New London from the 
Burlington, VT area in 2011. In 2017, he retired as CFO of 
PathWays of the River Valley, a New Hampshire non-profit. Mike 
spent most of his career in commercial lending at banks in 
northern New England with an intervening tour as Vermont’s 
Commissioner of Economic Development in the early 2000s.  
He has been a trustee and treasurer of the land trust for the past  
two years.

A special thanks to  
Past-Chair, Frances Harris, 
for leading Ausbon Sargent through 
the past two years with professionalism, 
inclusiveness, and care. We are extremely 
happy that she will continue to sit on the 
board as a trustee for another year, and 
participate as a member of the Executive,  
Membership, and Finance committees.  

Ausbon Sargent officers



In Memoriam Gifts 

Continuing a Legacy

By Laurie DiClerico
Following their retirement, Dean and Clare Bensley settled in Newbury at 
“Between the Mountains Farm” where they enjoyed the great outdoors.   
Wanting others to be able to have a similar experience, Dean and Clare 
donated an easement to Ausbon Sargent in December 2002 on 63 acres of 
their land.  The tract of land includes an excellent trail network open to the 
public for walking, hiking, cross-country skiing and snowshoeing.   The 
easement was also essential to the preservation of an important wildlife  
corridor between Bald Sunapee and Mt. Sunapee.

Dean Bensley passed away this past November 2020. It was not the end of his 
commitment to the conservation of the rural landscape of this region.  His 
obituary indicated that the family wished memorial donations be made in 
his honor to Ausbon Sargent.  

Asking that donations be made in a family member’s memory to ASLPT is a 
meaningful way to perpetuate the deceased’s conservation legacy following 
their passing. It assures that ASLPT can continue to fulfill its mission to 
protect the rural heritage of our region.  

We are grateful to have been chosen for this honor.  In the words of Clare 
and Dean Bensley upon the protection of their property, “we hope our  
actions will attract the attention of our neighbors, and we hope that they 
will consider doing likewise.”

Laurie is a long time resident of New London and a former  
employee of Ausbon Sargent where she worked for 15 years as the  
Development Associate.  Currently, Laurie serves as a member of the 
Board of Trustees, a member of the Development Committee and  
volunteers as an easement monitor.  She and her husband, Joe, are 
members of the Acorn Society.
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The individuals listed below have 
notified us that they have  
provided for Ausbon Sargent in 
their estate plans.

Mr. and Mrs. James D. Abbott*
Anonymous (13)
Rich and Heidi Anderson
Theodore D. Bacon, Jr.*
Ann Bemis*
Seth Benowitz
Catherine Bogardus*
Roland P. Carreker*
Michael and Susan Chiarella
Naia L. Conrad*
Emma Crane
Chris and Janice Cundey
Tim and Lorraine Davis
Joe and Laurie DiClerico
Neil Donnenfeld
Barbara Faughnan
John and Maggie Ford
Cotton Cleveland & John Garvey
Gerard and Jane Gold
Alan T. Jones*
Dr. Charles Kane*
David Karrick
Doug Lyon
Andrew J. McDonald*
Dave and Bev Payne
Rachel and Myron* Rosenblum
John and Sage Scott
John and Nancy Denny Solodar
Virginia Anthony Soule*
Peter and Debbie Stanley
Pat Thornton*
John Tilson
Libby Trayner*
Eric Unger
Betsy Denny Warner
Mary-Seymour “Sissy” Wastcoat* 

   *denotes deceased

If you have already 

named the Ausbon Sargent 

Land Preservation Trust 

in your estate plan and 

would like to become 

a member of 

The Acorn Society, 

please let us know. 

If you would  

like more information, 

feel free to call the 

Ausbon Sargent office at 

603-526-6555 

or email 

dstanley@ausbonsargent.org 

Members who prefer 

not to be recognized 

can remain anonymous.



Won’t you become a Member? 
Won’t you join us and become part of the living legacy created through land conservation?

You can find out more about us on our website at:  AusbonSargent.org

Please make checks payable to:  Ausbon Sargent and mail to:  P.O. Box 2040, New London, NH 03257-2040
or make your secure donation on the Ausbon Sargent website or over the phone at:  603.526.6555

Name

Address

Phone					     E-mail

Donations to Ausbon Sargent are tax deductible as provided by Section 170 of the Internal Revenue Code.              02/21

$$$

$10,000+ Ausbon Sargent Society

$5,000+ Legacy Circle

$2,500+ Leadership Circle

$1,000+ Benefactor 

$500+ Patron

$250+ Steward

$150+ Protector

$60+ Advocate

Other $ 

71 Pleasant Street

P.O. Box 2040

New London

New Hampshire

03257-2040

603.526.6555

OFFICERS

Chair: Jeff Hollinger
Vice-Chair: Lisa Andrews
Secretary: Jim Owers
Treasurer: Mike Quinn

TRUSTEES

Aimee Ayers
Sheridan Brown
Kathy Carroll
Laurie DiClerico
Susan Ellison
Ginny Gwynn
Frances Harris
Deborah Lang
Steve Root
Bob Zeller

STAFF (L-R)
Anne Payeur

Stewardship Manager

Andy Deegan  
Land Protection Specialist 

Kristy Heath 
Development and  

Communications Coordinator

Sue Ellen Andrews  
Operations Manager

Deborah Stanley  
Executive Director

Patsy Steverson  
Bookkeeper

Special Thanks to all of our guest authors!
Newsletter layout & design by Lee Morrill, On Track Design.


