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Pay it Forward

Sheridan Brown of Grantham leads Wednesday 
bird walks on the Sawyer Brook Headwaters  
property.  Read more (page 7) about this  
386-acre property in Grantham that Ausbon 
Sargent, the Town of Grantham, The Conservation 
Fund and many generous donors are currently 
working to protect.  Photo by Peter Bloch
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From the Executive Director:

	 As I was reading all the articles 
for this issue of Chatter, I keyed 
in on the responses by the Ausbon 
Sargent founders on page 12.  The 
originators were concerned about 
the alarming rate at which pro-
ductive land and natural resources 
were disappearing.  Since the 
beginning, our mission has been 

to preserve and protect the rural character of the region for public 
benefit through land conservation.  
 
	 Words are important and I thought it would be helpful to explain 
the meaning of land conservation and preservation.  Conservation 
is generally associated with the protection of natural resources, 
while preservation is associated with the protection of buildings and 
landscapes.  Both terms involve a degree of protection, but there is a 
difference in how the protection is carried out.
 
	 Land conservation is the process of protecting our land and the 
sustainable use and management of natural resources.  Forested and 
agricultural lands are vital for the quality of our water supply, our 
wildlife, our tourism and our economy. These lands support us; they 
provide for our clean water, flood control, storm protection, food, rec-
reation and clean air.   Land conservation is the practice of caring for 
these resources so all living things can benefit now and in the future.  
When lands are protected by a conservation easement, landowners 
must follow best practices when conducting forestry and agricultural 
activities.

 	 Land preservation is far stricter than land conservation. The 
resources must not be used by humans and the land must be main-
tained in its pristine form.  Some preservationists believe that the 
land can be accessed for its natural beauty and inspiration,  
while others support no access at all.
 
	 Ausbon Sargent’s preferred method of protection is land conser-
vation, although in some cases, preservation makes the most sense 
given the property’s unique and sensitive attributes.  Fifteen years 
ago, Ausbon Sargent was bequeathed a property by a preservation-
ist and the land remains forever wild and it is posted against public 
access.  2019 is shaping up to be a busy year with numerous land 
conservation projects underway.  Several of these properties have 
been on our “wish list” for over 30 years.  
 
	 The support that we have received from so many has ensured that 
Ausbon Sargent’s work continues.  What better way to preserve the 
rural character of our area than by investing in land conservation.
 
Thank you, 
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By Peggy Hutter

	 Throughout our lives we go through stages in our development.  
Our focus and our responses are generally determined by the pushes 
and pulls on our lives at each particular stage.  Certainly, in our 
teens, twenties and our early days of parenting, we have different 
concerns than we might have as grandparents in our sixties moving 
forward.  Where we once “lived in the moment,” we later begin to 
consider the legacy we want to leave behind.
 
	 Webster’s dictionary defines legacy as “anything handed down 
from the past, as from an ancestor or predecessor.”  Interestingly, we 
seem to associate “legacy” with something we pass on at the end of 
a lifetime.  Instead, our legacy is crafted daily by moments shared, 
decisions made, actions taken, and even by mistakes we’ve made.  
Though a single action can be considered “one’s legacy,” generally 
a legacy is fluid and evolving and has the potential to make lasting 
impressions on future generations.
 
	 Some of us have had very concrete family items gifted to us: a 
first edition book, Grandma’s rocker, or heirloom jewelry.  We share 
family stories, create photo books and keep journals to preserve our 
family memories.  And we celebrate traditions that remain important 
from generation to generation.
 
	 Sharing experiences and passions such as the joy of spending 
time together, the love of nature and the outdoors, and the impor-
tance of standing up for one another also become our legacy.  We will 
be remembered for the way we live our lives.
 
	 I recently heard someone say that a grandparent’s greatest legacy 
to a new generation is an “emotional footprint.” We have the ability 
to inspire generations to come when we can share with them what is 
important to us.  Even at a young age, when a child sees what we are 
passionate about, they learn to appreciate the value.  
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 	 The Ausbon Sargent Land Preservation Trust has been privileged 
to learn the stories associated with 149 special properties that it helps 
to protect.  These lands are safe keepers of precious memories.  Some 
properties are farmlands, some surround the family home, some 
were passed down through generations and the family can’t conceive 
of losing this important land.  Many owners have chosen to name 
their protected properties to honor generations past, folks who left 
their “emotional footprint.”
 
	 The Ausbon Sargent mission is to preserve the rural landscape of 
the Mt. Kearsarge/Ragged/Lake Sunapee region.  It achieves this by 
protecting the lakes, streams, forests and fields, wildlife habitat and 
views forever and this will be its legacy.  We don’t all have land to 
conserve, but we can all be part of this legacy by supporting the good 
work of Ausbon Sargent.  And a part of your personal legacy can be 
introducing the next generations to some of these wonderful places 
that make our area so special.

Peggy Hutter became the Communications Coordinator for 
Ausbon Sargent in 2011 following her retirement from teaching 
in the Kearsarge Regional School District.  She and her husband 
live in Elkins.
		

Many of our Ausbon Sargent events, like this Dragonfly Walk on the Trumbull Pond property in Warner/Webster, 
include and encourage the participation of multi-generations.

Your Legacy:  From Generation to Generation

“These lands are safe keepers of  
precious memories.”
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Forester, Jeffrey Snitkin (L), shares the best forestry management practices 
being followed on a Star Lake Farm timber cut.

Best Forestry Management Practices 
By Dode Gladders
	 Forest management means cutting trees from time to time. There 
are many reasons to harvest trees, but they all have to do with al-
locating light to the ones we want to grow. Trees need a lot of things 
to thrive – nutrients, light, water, rooting space, and carbon dioxide, 
but competition for light is what really drives how a forest develops 
through time in the northeast.

	 Knowing what’s on a woodlot (the soil, trees and other plants,
and wildlife), understanding a landowner’s hopes for what will be 
there in the future, and choosing the best technique to move from the 
current condition to the future are all necessary to ensure good forest 
management. In addition to meeting specific goals, management 
diversifies the forest, which can increase resilience to other challenges 
like climate change and invasive pests.

	 Common landowner goals include wildlife, income, forest health,
and scenic views. As an example, let’s focus on wildlife habitat to 
illustrate how forest management decisions are made.

	 Southwest New Hampshire is 85% forested, but most of this forest
is around 100 years old. That’s great for some types of wildlife, but 
not others. For example, New England has 41 bird species that 
require young forest habitat to succeed. Most of these birds,  
including well-known species like the indigo bunting and  
chestnut-sided warbler, have been on the decline for decades as the 
forests grow older. Creating young forest habitat using patch cuts is 
a management strategy where habitat is a goal and conditions on 
the ground are suitable. Patch cuts resemble small clear cuts, so 
they can look surprising, especially when the goals aren’t obvious. 
A patch cut allocates a lot of sunlight down to ground level so that 
sun-loving trees can quickly get established. Within a year or two, 
the new growth develops into a thicket that is hard to walk in or even 
see through. From a bunting’s perspective, this young forest habitat 
provides cover from predators, food-like insects and berries, and  
nesting sites.

	 Of course, one shouldn’t jump into forest management 
haphazardly. Proper planning and implementation are critical. 
This means working in the context of a plan and having a forester 
involved, always with the desired end-state in mind.

	 During and after the harvest it is important to follow forestry best
management practices (BMPs). These practices protect water quality. 
For example, temporary bridges are a BMP used for stream cross-
ings during the harvest. After the harvest is done, water bars may be 
installed on roads to prevent erosion. Landings may be seeded to help 
secure soil. These are a few examples of BMPs that you might see 
during and after a professionally managed harvest.

	 Local land trusts work with landowners to protect properties using
conservation easements. Harvesting done under the guidance of a 
management plan and with the supervision of a licensed forester is 
often allowed. On conserved properties, these periodic management 
activities occur on a land base that will remain in forest, as opposed 
to clearing for development, which represents a permanent change. 
Easements are designed to protect high-value forests from 
development in perpetuity.

	 For a “soup to nuts” treatment of forest management practices, 
check out Good Forestry in the Granite State: Recommended Volun-
tary Forest Management Practices for NH. It’s available for free at 
www.goodforestry.org

Dode has been the Sullivan County Extension Forester since 2013. 
He and his wife Barbara live in New London. When not at work 
in the woods, helping landowners manage their land, Dode enjoys 
hiking New Hampshire’s 4,000’ mountains and fishing in  
Pleasant Lake. You can reach him at dode.gladders@unh.edu

Bill Clough (landing) and Ned Platner (flipping) at the Clough Family 
Trampoline Center at Spring Ledge Farm. 

Courtesy of the Clough Family. See article on page 5. 



their stand was corn they grew on the Spring Ledge Farm land, and, 
since their neighbor Ausbon W. Sargent had just stopped growing 
vegetables in his own garden, (at the age of 83) he let John and 
Sue use his garden space to grow carrots. They supplemented their 
farm stand with any local produce they could find, and shared some 
truckloads of produce from the Boston market with another area 
farm stand. They already had signs available that said “Spring Ledge 
Farm” from John’s 4-H days, so that’s what they used as their 
business signs.  

	 During the two years selling produce at this location, the Cloughs
began building their home on the Spring Ledge Farm property and 
moved there in 1977, opening the farm stand where it now sits. Over 
the years the stand grew and gained popularity in the town and sur-
rounding areas. John and Sue worked with the Ausbon Sargent Land 
Preservation Trust to put a conservation easement on 53 acres of 

the property in 1991, 
ensuring that the 
land would never be 
developed or subdi-
vided. In 2005, after 
30 years in business, 
the Cloughs sold the 
farm to Greg Berger, 
who had worked 
alongside them for 
20 years learning the 
tricks of the trade and 
best practices. The 
farm is now a staple 
in the town of New 
London and people 
have come to rely on 
their fresh produce, 

beautiful flowers, and seasonal items that bring a bit of the farm 
into their homes. And to think that this all started with a natural 
spring in Wilmot, that came bubbling up out of a ledge! If you have 
a unique story about an Ausbon Sargent protected property, we’d love 
to hear it!

Kristy Heath has been working for Ausbon Sargent for four years,
writing grants and planning events.  She enjoys camping and 
being in the outdoors with her family and friends.  In the winter, 
she also enjoys playing in a competitive women’s basketball 
league in Vermont.
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	 If you’ve ever driven through New London, you would likely 
have seen this bustling farm, literally “planted” in the middle of 
town. Spring Ledge Farm was started by John and Sue Clough in the 
mid-70’s and got its name handed down to them from generations of 
Cloughs who lived in New London. John’s father and grandfather ran 
a maple sugaring operation in the neighboring town of Wilmot in 
the mid-1940’s on a 140-acre piece of land acquired by Dr. William P. 
Clough Sr. from Mr. Byron Tenney, in return for a lifetime of medical 
care.  Each spring, the family averaged about 400 gallons of syrup a 
year in a time when each bucket had to be lugged by hand from the 
maple tree to where it was stored until it could be boiled. The three 
Clough children, Bill, John and Nancy (Whitehead), along with a 
few hired hands (Fred Piper, Bill Taylor and Frank Langley), who 
were more like extended family than employees, all lent a hand in 
this labor-intensive process.

	 On this property, the Cloughs discovered a spring under some
ledge above the sugar house.  Because of this spring, the property 
could also be used for pasturing cattle.  Each summer, Henry Stanley 
would bring his cattle from Burpee Hill to graze on the property that 
had been dubbed “Spring Ledge Orchards.”  

	 Through their childhood and into their teen years, John and his
brother Bill were active in 4-H and showed sheep, and later cattle, at 
fairs. The boys needed a name to display near their animals at the 
fairs, letting people know where they were from, and decided that 
“Spring Ledge Farm” would be a good name to use. When not being 
shown, the animals were kept on the property where Spring Ledge
Farm currently sits on Main Street.

	 Another interesting use of this “Spring Ledge” property came in
1960.  After Bill Jr. returned from viewing the Olympics in California, 
he introduced the spreading “trampoline craze” to New London, and 
the “Clough Family Trampoline Center” came to be on what is now 
the Spring Ledge parking lot. Similar centers had “popped up” across 
the country attracting bouncers young and old.  Unfortunately, the 
craze soon died and the New London center closed.

	 Growing up, John recalls that his mom always had a horse. When
John and Bill went off to college she began breeding Connemara 
ponies.  A stallion was brought over from Ireland and the ponies were 
kept on the Spring Ledge Farm property.  If you look up the Conne-
mara breed of ponies online, you can see that “Spring Ledge” is still 
a bloodline that is valued today. 
	 In 1975, John and Sue started selling produce on the Newport
Road property where the Sugar River Bank currently sits. For sale at 

The placement of a conservation easeThe placement of a conservation easement on a special property can be a meaningful legacy left to future generations. 
Almost all of the properties that Ausbon Sargent has promised to watch over forever have been given names that remind others that 
they are very special places to a certain individual or family. By protecting a property forever, the namesake of the property is sharing 

something wonderful and unique with the future generations they will never meet. 

What’s in a Name?  Spring Ledge Farm
By Kristy Heath

Young John and Bill Clough with Bill Taylor 
sugaring on the Clough’s Wilmot property.  

Photo taken in 1948 (+/-), courtesy of 
the Clough family
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The Webb/Crowell Forest  

	 On April 26, 2019, Ausbon Sargent closed on the 94-acre Webb/
Crowell Forest located in Sutton on Eaton Grange Road West. 

	 Two years prior, in August of 2017, Ausbon Sargent was given an 
8-acre parcel of land in the Town of Sutton. This 8-acre property was 
adjacent to the existing 86-acre Webb/Crowell Forest that is owned by 
the Town of Sutton.  Because of their proximity, Ausbon Sargent gifted 
the 8 acres to the Town of Sutton in the spring of 2018. 
 
	 Ausbon Sargent was pleased to find that one year later, at the 2019 
Sutton Town Meeting, the residents voted to grant a conservation ease-
ment to Ausbon Sargent on the entire 94-acre parcel.

	 The Webb/Crowell Forest has frontage on both sides of the Lane 
River and has an extensive trail network that includes a significant 
bridge over the Lane River made from a steel I-beam turned on its side.  
There are abundant signs of wildlife on the property including moose 
and deer, and habitat for wildlife is exemplary (highest ranking in the 
state by the 2015 Wildlife Action Plan). 
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The Webb/Crowell Forest I-beam bridge in Sutton.

P R O P E R T Y  N E W S

				  

Facts about the

O’Neil
 Conservation Easement

Town:  Sutton
Location:  NH Route 114 & Johnson Hill Road

  Total Acreage:  22 acres
The property:
•	 Protects the scenic view for people traveling 	on NH Route 	
	 114 and Johnson Hill Road.
• 	Protects over 1,150 feet of frontage on Russell Pond.
•	 Protects frontage of a stream that flows from Russell Pond 	
	 to Blaisdell Lake.
• 	The Town of Sutton’s Russell Pond property is adjacent to 	
	 this property, and combined, the two parcels protect more 	
	 than two thirds of the frontage on Russell Pond.
• 	Can be managed for forestry and agriculture 	and has good 	
	 soils for both activities.
• 	Will be open to the public for low impact recreation.
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The O’Neil frontage looking across Russell Pond.

	 Ausbon Sargent is happy to report that on June13th, a 22.3-acre 
property in the Town of Sutton was conserved!  The easement was 
donated to Ausbon Sargent by Robert O’Neil and will help to protect 
not only the abundant wildlife habitat in that area, but also several 
bodies of water, including Russell Pond and Blaisdell Lake. The prop-
erty has highly ranked forestry and agricultural soils and is listed as 
“farmland of local significance.” The O’Neil easement is adjacent to 
the existing Russell Pond Conservation Easement, making this area 
around the pond a haven for the wildlife that call it home. As with 
most Ausbon Sargent properties, the O’Neil property will be open for 
low impact recreation. The addition of this property brings the total 
acres conserved by Ausbon Sargent to 11,590. Many thanks to Robert 
O’Neil for his generosity and thoughtful actions towards keeping this 
undeveloped special place as is, for generations to come.
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P R O P E R T Y  N E W S

	 It is always a good feeling when we are approached by landowners 
who want to protect their property. It is an exciting and affirming  
feeling when a collaborative effort to protect a property surfaces and 
we are asked to help.  

	 In the Town of Grantham, a very special 386-acre property, which 
has been for sale in the past for upwards of $1,200,000, was offered to 
the Town for the appraised value of $415,000. The offer, and a  
proposal to forever protect this “Sawyer Brook Headwaters” property 
with a conservation easement to be held by Ausbon Sargent, came  
before the townspeople of Grantham at their March Town Meeting. 
The voters overwhelmingly approved spending up to $300,000 on the  
project. Abutting Blue Mountain Forest Association (Corbin Park) 
land, and other protected land, this property has some important  
attributes. 

	 Not only is this parcel important for its high ranking wetlands 
and wildlife habitat as designated by NH Fish and Game, it includes 
a critical section of an existing wildlife corridor between nearby 
conserved parcels.  From a recreational standpoint, this property is 
popular for nature observation, hiking, hunting, mountain biking, 
running, snowshoeing, skiing and snowmobiling. Should the current 
owners sell to someone else and follow through with a planned timber 

harvest, public access and all of these attributes could very well be 
diminished and could open the door for development.  

	 Ausbon Sargent is working with the Town of Grantham, an orga-
nization called “The Conservation Fund” (a national conservation 
organization), and the citizens of Grantham to protect this impor-
tant property. This project is worthy of competing in the run  
for a state grant through the Land and Community Heritage Invest-
ment Program (LCHIP) and Ausbon Sargent will find out in early 
December if its proposal was a success. Two other foundations 
have committed to supporting the project with a combined total of 
$32,500, and another grant proposal is still being considered.  Private 
funds have started coming in, although at the time this article was 
written, our planned appeal letter has yet to be sent to the citizens of 
Grantham. We have heard from many people about their enthusiasm 
for this project and many are delighted to help protect this special 
place for current and future generations to enjoy.

	 The total project cost is $515,000. We are still accepting donations 
for the purchase of this property, and the costs associated with  
putting a conservation easement on it. Please consider assisting 
Ausbon Sargent and the Town of Grantham in this worthy endeavor!

Sawyer Brook Headwaters  
By Kristy Heath

Peter Bloch of EarthAerial Photography has been recording drone photography of our larger properties to help us with baseline monitoring.   
This is a wonderful shot of the 386-acre Sawyer Brook Headwaters property in Grantham.
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Victor Del Vecchio and Alicia Lopez* 
Michael and Nancy Loucks
Herb and Deborah Magid
Marc and Anne Margulies
David and Cynthia Marshall*
Robert and Lyn Mattoon*
Dennis McCafferty*
Carol B. McCord
Connie and Andrew McElwee
Mr. and Mrs. J. Michael McGarry, III* 
 Jon and Sherrie McKenna
Anne Seger and William McLaughlin  
Jeff and Dale Milne*
Linda Morrow*
Lynn and Gary Mountford*
Robert and Carol Murphy*
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen B. Nilsen*  
Les and Jane Norman*
Clayton Nowell*
Dan and Jacqueline Nowicki
Phil O’Brien
Mr. and Mrs. John O’Connor
Otter Pond Protective Association  
Mark and Deb Pasculano
Tom and Janet Paul*
Mrs. Alice Perry*
Jane A. Phillips
Al and Mary Ellen Price
Mike and Froncie Quinn
Diane and Bill Robbins
Jessica Roberts*
Mr. and Mrs. Peter E. Rodts

The Ausbon Sargent Land Preservation Trust
Membership & Gifts

Membership, Annual Fund and Gifts are from June 5, 2018 to June 6, 2019. Some names are followed by symbols: 
*denotes donors who have given to both Membership and the Annual Fund, +denotes donors who have provided us with their  

company’s matching gift information, ^ denotes deceased. If you have questions concerning your membership status,  
please call Operations Manager, Sue Andrews at 526-6555 or email Sue at sandrews@ausbonsargent.org.
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Mr. and Mrs. Jon W. Roemer
Nancy L. Rollins*
Barbara Rosenfield
Barry A. Sacks
Jason and Heidi Saghir*
Stephen and Carole Sanetti
Vahan and Anne Sarkisian
Tod H. Schweizer*
John and Sage Scott
Mr. F. Augustus Seamans*
Peter Segal
Pat and Jack Sheehan
Judith W. Sheon*
Mary Shepard
Carol Meise and Mike Sherrill 
Aaron Simpson*
Jane Smedley
Linda and Phil St. Onge
Marcella and Gordon Starkey
Mrs. Ann Stevens
Edward Stikeleather
VJ and Craig Strehl
Ron and Barbara Sullivan
Sunapee Senior Thrift Shop
Ralph and Christina Sweetland 
Margaret Tarzia*
Kit and Nancy Tatum*
Cynthia Hayes and John Trachy  
Jane and Jack Unkles*
John and Rosa Vernalia*
Jonathan Waage*
Betsy Denny Warner
Janie Webster*
Elizabeth and Baur Whittlesey*  
Woods Without Gile, LLC*
Tyler and Kim Woolson*
Stephen and Christine Wright  
Thomas and Amy Zacaroli
Patrick and Judy Zilvitis*
Mr. Robert A. Zock, Jr.

 PROTECTOR
John W. Adams
Buddy and Sue Allen
Michael Andrews
Anonymous
Steve and Cyndi Bailey
David and Fay Barden*
Dee Belle Isle
Greg and Astrid Berger
Julie and Kirk Bishop
Kathy Lowe-Bloch and Peter Bloch*  
Mr. and Mrs. David Blohm
Nancy Klotz and John Bowen
Mr. and Mrs. Barry Bradford
Judith and Thomas Brewer*
Connie and Bob Brookes
Debbie and Sheridan Brown
Louise Brown
Robert and Sandra Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Robert S. Bruguiere*  
Paul and Patricia Buddenhagen
Mr. and Mrs. B. E. Burton
Carolyn Byrne*
Doug and Anne Cahill
Deirdre Smith and Doug Carroll  
Richard and Sage Chase
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Chiarella  
Mike and Katie Christopher
Tom and Judy Clay
Lorraine and Don Cline
Joshua Lipton and Wendy Clough  
Charles and Ruth Anne Collins  

Bradford and Kathleen Cook
David and Sheila Corban
Lois and Colyer Crum
Paul Curcuruto
Anne Cushman
Nancy Dahm
John Lane and Andrea DeAugustinis* 
Linda L. Donovan
Liz Cacciola and Neil DuBois 
Robert Corrente and Hollie Edwardo
Donald and Susan Elliott
Mary Epremian^
Karen and Rich Epstein
Jeff and Brenda Estella
Laurie Farrell
Tom and Barbara Feller
Crispin Fletcher
Patricia Halpin and Tim Fleury
Charlie and Becky Forbes
Betsy Forsham
Rebecca and Michael Friedman*
Roger B. Friend
Linc and Deborah Fuller
Lisa Garrahan*
Carmelo and Susan Giaccotto
Nancy and John Girald
Timothy Glover
Nancy C. and Robert M. Goff
Ann Goodwin
Goshen Conservation Commission
Winslow Green
Mr. and Mrs. William E. Gundy
Ruth Haas
Kent Hackmann*
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Hafner*
Joan V. H. Harris*
Patricia and John Harris
Susan Hatfield
George and Carla Heaton
Susan and Randy Hencke*
May and Bob Henry
Hiller Family
John A. and Elizabeth Hodgson
William and Linda Hoffman*
Peter and Karen Hoglund*
Paul J. Holmes Jr.
Bill and Betsy Horn
Mr. and Mrs. William Hoyt
Peter and Kerry Ingold*
George and Kristyn Jamieson
Jim and Michele Jaworski
Beatrice Jillette
Stephen Johnson
David and Martha Karrick
Marcia and Dick Keller
Rick and Jan Kidder
Dr. Jack W. Kirk*
Caroline Kittredge
Jean and Bob Kjellman
Phil and Claudia Koerner
Dr. and Mrs. Dennis Kohn*
Allen Koop
Dr. and Mrs. Jack Kreager
Lake Massasecum Improvement  
	 Association, Inc  
Peg and Dick Lawton
Frank and Joyce Lemay
Mark Lennon
Mrs. Donald P. Little
Lois M. Logan*
Susan and Morton Lynn*
Susan Hart and Kenneth Lyon*
John E. MacKenzie*

Ellen and Harold Yanofsky
Susan Youngs
Rob Freitas and Karen Zurheide

ADVOCATE
Peggy Aldrich
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph W. Alger
Bill and Peggy Ames
Mr. and Mrs. Jay H. Anderson  
Patrick and Betsy Anderson  
Andover Conservation Commission  
Walter and Eleanor Angoff
William P. Annable
Anonymous (8)
Constance Appel
Kim and Tom Armen
Doug Atkins
Emily and James Atkinson
Borden and Mary Ayers
Gail and Hal Baade
Carol McEntee and William Badgley  
Mrs. Louise Bailey
Brenda Balenger*
Stephen and Sallie Barker
Jerry and Jane Barnes
Mary Barnes
John and Sheila Barnett
Nance Patten Barrett
Bradford and Lydia Bates
Janet Bavicchi
Doug and Charlene Baxter
Kim Lowe and George Beaton  
Charles Belden
Kathleen Belko
Seth Benowitz
Clare and Dean Bensley*
Alexander Berube
Roland Berube
Mr. Paul Bidwell
James and Helen Black
Milton and Sandra Blackington
Robert Blank
Jann and Jim Block
Foster and Julie Boardman
Lois and Ken Borgman
Bob and Kathy Bowers
Carlton Bradford
Jyl and Volker Bradley
Gary and Linda Brenner
John Brigham
Clare Broadbent
Edgar and Nancy Broadhead
Virginia Brooks
Judith Brown*
Ken Brown
Ken and Diane Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Theodore S. Brown
Marie-France Bunting
Carolyn Burgtorf
Peter Buros
Kathryn Butler
Elizabeth R. Buzby
Laura Carle
Miss Anne Carroll
James and Betty Carter
David Casey
Robin Albing and Don Castle
Rob and Bobbi Cavicchio
Mr. and Mrs. David L. Chambers
Joan Chandler
Larry and Susan Chase
Steve Cheheyl
Karen Chetty

Jeff Maguire
Rick and Nancy Marsh*
Sarah P. McClennen
Mrs. John C. McCrillis
Jeannette and Donald McInnes
Tom and Chris McKee*
Lynn and Tom McMurry
Steven Meier
John Merriman
Tom and Caroline Mickle
Linda and Ken Miller*
Annie Montgomery
Janet Kosloff and Melissa Moore
Mr. Robert Moser
Donald and Susan Moss
Steven Muller
Mr. and Mrs. Mousa Natan
Peter and Susan Nichols*
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Norander  
Christopher and Kathleen Norris  
Michele and Frank Occhiuti
Henry Otto, Jr.*
Marilyn and David Paradis*
Bruce and Sara Parrott
Anne Pattison
Jason A. Peterson
Michael and Elizabeth Petroskey
Mary Ropka and John Philbrick  
Timmie Poh*
Dr. and Mrs. Jeffrey D. Powell
Bruce Ritz
Donald and Elaine Robar
Karen Baumgartner and Bill D. Roebuck 
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Rogers
Lee and Nina Rogers
Harry and Sue Rohrer
Jeffrey Rosen
Richard and Suzanne Rothstein
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Sawyer
Lee and Martha Schimberg
Mr. and Mrs. Richard E. Schwemm+ 
Richard Sherman
Susan and Richard Showalter
Kay W. Smith
Cindy and Aaron Snay
Bruce and Marilyn Soper
Mrs. Ralph W. Spofford
Denise and Bob Stanley
Stanley Farm Association
Mr. and Mrs. William Steel
Jan Hostage and Elizabeth Stevens
Beth Stich*
Brenda Digilio and Doug Sweet 
Elizabeth Tine
Mr. and Mrs. William Todd
Judy Fox and Jeff Trombly
Steve and Pam Trostorff
Rebecca S. Underhill
Paul and Jane Vance
Stacey and Michael Vinick
John and Elaine Warren*
Scott and Joan Warren*
Sid and Becky Watt
Barry and Elsa Waxman
John and Margaret Weale
Van and Robin Webb*
Steven Strussenberg and Linda Welch  
Mr. Luke Wenger
Sally Wilkins
Tom and Molly Williams
Bonnie Wilson
Phyllis and George Wolford
Marcia Wright

Gary Clark
Jane Deane and Russell G. Clark
Marc and Patricia Clement
Jeff Knowles and Susan Cleveland-Knowles
John Clough
Richard U. Cogswell, Jr.* 
Colby Hill Association
Lynn Wittman and Michele Coleman
Dianne Collins
Ruth Collins
Sonia and Robert Conly
Ronald and Jacqueline Connor
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony J. Consentino*
Tina and John Cotton
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Cottrill
Richard Cook and Rebecca Courser
Courser Family Trust
Polly Crowell
Chuck Curtis
Mrs. William Cutter
Rob and Cindy Daley
Charles and Elizabeth d’Amour  
Gary and Chris Daniels
Trudy Daniels
Charlie and Sharon Darling*  
Eve Hiatt and Doug Darling  
Steven and Gisela Darling  
Theodore and Margaret Dascoli  
Elaine and Charley Davidson  
Dan Allen and Natalie Davis  
Laura Davis
Richard and Linda Day
Mrs. Constance Dayton
Mrs. Pat Dazet*
Mr. Joseph DeChant
Mason and Lisa Delafield  
Richard and Sue DeLuca
Denz Family
Cindy House and Eric Derleth  
Joseph M. Dessert
Jim and Gale DeVere
Carolyn and John Dietel
Duncan and Adrienne Domey  
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Donlin  
Thomas and Nancy Donnelly  
Margaret L. and William J. Doody  
Helen Duchesne
David and Merlene Dunlop  
Peter and Jackie Dunning
Dick and Nancy Dutton
Brian and Bernadette Eaton  
Sherry Edmonds
Ann Eldridge
Don and Betty Ellwood 
R. E. Elwell
Steve and Amy Eppler-Epstein  
Jeffrey and Annette Epremian  
Jennifer Esten
Ms. Mary Eysenbach
Mary Fanelli
Meg Fearnley
Elizabeth A. Fielding
John and Carol Filbin*
Mr. Michael S. Flier
Virginia and Robert Foose*  
Gretchen and Barry Fougere  
Mrs. Thomas M. Francis*  
Wayne and Joan French
Betsy and Evan Fujinaga
Julie and Bob Funkhouser
Patty Furness
Michael and Anita Gelcius  
Georges Mills Boat Club



Victor Montivirdi
Ammini Moorthy
Mrs. Beverly N. Morse
Dudley and Claire Moseley
Jeffrey and Sharon Mulvey
Kathy and Allan Munro
John Munson
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Napier III
Tom and Kathy Naughton
Heidi and Dave Nelson*
New London Conservation  
	 Commission  
Dr. and Mrs. Wesley G. Nichols*  
Roxanne B. Niles
Jack Noon
Tim and Suzy Norris
Mr. and Mrs. W. L. Oakes
Kara Obey
Mark and Cathy Owen
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Paige
Mr. and Mrs. Chandler Perkins
Mr. Alan L. Peterson
Mark and Elizabeth Peterson
Ann M. Philbin
Catherine Pomiecko
Joe and Joan Ponti
Frederick L. Pratt*
Robert and Linda Preston
Mr. and Mrs. Richard M. Price
Robert and Maureen Prohl
Daniel Rahilly
Kirk Ramsey*
The Rev. and Mrs. James C. 
	 Ransom* 
Joanne and Walter Read
Ruth and Lansing Reed
Kathy and Stanley Reiser
Thomas and Faith Reney
Resnick Family
Alan and Kristen Retter
Karen and John Reynolds
Martine Richards
Jessica Ferren and Carl Richter
Carol A. and John S. Richters
Roland and Denise Rondeau*
Mrs. William J. Roos
The Rubenbergs
Jody Cooper-Rubin and 
      Tom Rubin  
Peter and Deborah Rucci
R. F. Rylander
Heather and Matt Salter
Bruce Bauer and 
      Paul Sanchirico  
Bonnie and Bruce Sawyer
David Scanlan
Joanne and Tom Schamberg*
David and Monique Scharlotte
Virginia Schendler
Jill and John Schiffman*
John and Nancy Schlosser
Jonathan and Janet Schwartz
Ed and Sarah Scrivani
Diana Seamans*
Roger and Susan Shamel
Gerald and Elizabeth Shelby*
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Derek and Debbie Hunt
Charles and Marjorie Huston
Catharine Hyson
Denis Ibey*
Marc and Heather Jacques
Ken and Kristen Jautz
Catharine Mabie and 
     David D. Johnson 
Marilyn and Robert Johnson
Wendy W. Johnson
Emily Jones
Jeff and Tamera Jones
Richard L. Jones
Andrew Kargacos
Peter and Nancy Keenan
Bunny Keeshan
Kristen and Chris Kelley
Mrs. Ginny Kellner*
Michael and Robin Kennedy  
Susan and Glen Kerkian
Claire A. Ketteler
Dr. and Mrs. D. A. Killam
Ian and Meli Kingscote
Catharine Newick and Tyler Kipp  
Nancy Kipp Kitchell
Daphne and Steve Klein
Beatrice Weinberger and Josh Klein  
Marion and Amanda Klein
Betsy and Rick Kloeppel
Diane Lander and Susan Knight  
Margi Knott Lord
Ken Kohnle
Mrs. Lois Konon
Christine Kuhlman
Mrs. Joseph Kun
Jean LaChance
Sylvia and Robert Larsen
Barbara Lawnicki
Mary Leadbeater
Mrs. Constance Leathers
Daniel and Leslie LeVan
Jessie W. Levine

True Kelley and  
	 Steven Lindblom  
Gene and Nancy Lindsey
Paul and Ann Linehan
Michael and Renee Linville
Mr. and Mrs. Glen Lohmann  
Steven and Robin Longtin
Philip W. Lord
Christy Lowe
Mrs. Robert Lull
Holly Brough and Sean 
	 MacFaden*  
Peter and Julie Machen
John and Tracey MacKenna
John and Nancy MacLeod
Philip MacNeill
Diane Madden
William and Phyllis Magner
David and Carla Marshall
Mr. David Matthews
Deb Matthews
Gail Matthews*
Janet Sillars and  
	 Brooks McCandlish  
Julie McCarthy
Marie and Scott McCaskill
Mary Lou and Charles McCrave  
Harry McGee
Debi McGrath
Steve McGrath*
Pam and Jim McGraw
Ruth Smith and Beth McGuinn  
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon P. 	 
	 McKinnon 
Deborah McMillan
Tim and Jane McMurrich
Robert Meader
Ken and Casey Milender
Lisa Jelleme-Miller and Ricker 
	 Miller  
Dr. and Mrs. M. Jonathan 
	 Mishcon  

BENEFACTOR
Better Homes & Gardens Milestone 
      Real Estate
Ledyard National Bank
New London Inn

PATRON
 Clarke’s Hardware
Dufault and Dufault*
Four Seasons Sotheby’s  
      International Realty*
Hager Investment Management  
      Service LLC*
McGray and Nichols Inc.
On Track Design
Spring Ledge Farm*

STEWARD
Bar Harbor Bank & Trust
Burpee Hill Construction LLC
Carey Builders, Inc.
Coldwell Banker Lifestyles
Durgin and Crowell Lumber Co.
ERC Associates, PLLC
Gallup Trucking and Excavation*
Hitchmoth Eye Care
Lauridsen Auto Body, Inc.
Lumber Barn
Northcape Design, LLC
Old Hampshire Designs, Inc.
Pellettieri Associates, Inc.
Pleasant Acres Corp.
Sheldon Pennoyer Architects
Sugar River Bank
Yankee Barn Homes

SINCERE THANKS TO OUR 
BUSINESS PARTNERS

PROTECTOR 
C. W. Ostrom Builders*
Chadwick Funeral Service LLC
Clayton A. Miller, Inc
FACES by Lisa Gooding
Mascoma Bank
Meadowsend Timberlands Ltd
PCCHelp
Pleasant Lake Veterinary Hospital
Sunapee Harbor Riverway, Inc.
Talbot Builders LLC
Walker Automotive Services
Weaver Bros. Construction Co.

ADVOCATE
A. S. Bartlett and Son*
Allioops! Flowers & Gifts*
Charlie Mac’s Pizzeria of  Warner
Compass Travel Inc.
DC Properties, LLC
Dexter’s Inn
Greenleaf Irrigation
Hubert’s of New London
Innovative Natural Resource
     Solutions
Maple Hill Farm Country Inn B&B
Pennyroyal Hill Land Surveying
     and Forestry
Proctor Academy
The Equity Group*
Therapy Works, Inc.
Wassell Design
Drs. Brian and Mary Wicenski, DMD
Woodcrest Village LLC
YMCA Camp Coniston

Helen T. Gillespie
Ms. Cynthia Glover
Gail Goddard*
Al and Sue Golden
Mrs. Frank H. Gordon^
Cynthia and Steven Gorey
Vinicius Gorgati
Luke and Christine Gorman
Marilyn Gould
Anne and Bill Griffin
Robyn and Casey Griffin
Mr. David Gunn
Robin and Peter Gunn
Susan Lewis and Steve Gunnerson
Justin Gurksnis
Barbara Gurnsey
Dr. and Mrs. Gregory Gutgsell
Meghan MacLean and Dan Hafner
Frank M. Hammond
Dave Hanlon
Brooke Harrell
Mr. and Mrs. David Harris
Sonny Harris
Jim and Jan Harrison
Mr. and Mrs. William L. Harrison
Mike and Karin Heffernan
John and Faith Heiden
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Heim*
June K. Hemberger
Fred and Tammy Hill
Mr. and Mrs. David I. Hitchcock
Herb Marks and Perry Hodges
Howard and Aryn Hoke*
Peggy Hollinger
Jane Y. Hollinger
Richard and Deborah Holmes
Caroline Macdougall and Peter Hope 
Barbara H. Hopkins
Janet Howe
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Howell
Ed and Linda Howes
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn B. Hudson

Kristy Heath and Patsy Steverson worked at the 
Chili Cook-off sponsored by the NL Recreation 
Department.  All proceeds from ticket sales went to 
participating local non-profit organizations.Ph
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Shepard Island Inc.
Carole and Kenneth Shutzer
Marcia McWethy and  Jeff Singer
Mrs. Gladys R. Smith*
Janie and E.Y. Snowden*
Lorraine and Stephen Sonnabend
Laura Kiefer and Gary Stanhope
Mrs. Sharon G. Stearns*
Anne Morris and David Steed
David and Julie Sternberg
Kit Gracey and Tim Stevens*
Mrs. Barbara Steward*
Opal W. Stockwell
Susie Lowe-Stockwell and  
	 Rick Stockwell* 
Barbara Sullivan*
Bill Sullivan
Karen Sullivan
Andrew R. Supplee
Brian Suttmeier
Barbara and Thomas Swift
Don and Karin Taylor*
Nancy Teach
Rev. Randy and Jill Thompson
Ralph and Arden Tingley
Brenda Tirrell*
Pat Tivnan
John and Carol Tucker
Walter B. Tucker*
JT and Lori Underwood
Mr. Thomas Vaughan
David and Susan Wadleigh
Katrina Wagner
Mr. and Mrs. Nathan Walker*
Janis Wallace*
Mr. and Mrs. Renny D. Warren
Cheryl and Noel Weinstein
Susan Weiss
Kenneth and Lee Wells*
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Wells
Mary A. West
Mrs. Ruth White
Miriam Wiggins
Mark and Rowena Wilks*
Sarah and Chuck Will
Craig and Gail Williamson
Jane Williamson
Linda Ray Wilson  
Sally Heald Winship  
Persis Wirkkala
Anki Wolf
Susan and Matt Woodard  
Anita M. Woods
Cami Zeller
Arthur B. Zerbel Jr.
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BEQUESTS
Alan T. Jones

CORPORATE MATCHING GIFTS
GE Foundation
Lincoln Financial Foundation
Pfizer

GRANTS
AmazonSmile
Anonymous
The Frank M. Barnard Foundation, Inc. 	
(underwriting the newsletter)

NH CHARITABLE FOUNDATION 
FUNDS
Pumpkin Hill Fund
B. and J. Rosenfield Family Fund

IN KIND DONATIONS
Peter Bloch and EarthAerial  
	 Productions
On Track Design
PCCHelp
Pennyroyal Hill Land Surveying  
	 and Forestry

IN MEMORY OF ANN DENNY
Anonymous ​ ​ ​ ​
Lawrence and Janice Blattner ​
Terrance M. Egan and  
	 Rosalie M. Uchanski
Peter A. Ford ​ ​ ​ ​
Heidi and Pete Lauridsen ​ ​ ​ ​
Sallie Showalter ​ ​ ​ ​
Deborah and Peter Stanley ​ ​ ​ ​
Gene and Sue Venable

IN MEMORY OF  
PATRICIA LAWTON BARNES
Clarke’s Hardware

IN MEMORY OF TRACY DICKSON
Clarke’s Hardware

IN MEMORY OF  
MARY JANE ELLIS
Barry and KC Wright

IN MEMORY OF  
CLAUDIA PELLERIN LEWIS 
Clarke’s Hardware

IN MEMORY OF ERICA STUX
Neil D. Donnenfeld

SAWYER BROOK HEADWATERS 
LAND PROJECT
Nancy Crocker ​ ​ ​
Heddy and Ted Fantl ​ ​
Renee Gustafson and Richard Hocker
Raymond Miner and Peter Lapre
Neil and Claire Lillie ​ ​ ​ ​
Jeff and Missy Walla ​ ​ ​ ​
David and Carole Wood

PHONEATHON HELPERS
Sue Andrews
Laurie DiClerico
Don Elliott
Barbara Faughnan
Frances Harris
Doug Lyon
Marilyn Paradis
Mike Quinn
Faith Reney
Debbie Stanley
Suzanne Tether
Jeff Trombly
Becky Watt

STEWARDSHIP FUND DONATIONS
Michael and Janet Jesanis
State of NH - LCHIP

MARILYN KIDDER AND THE STAFF 
AT BETTER HOMES  
AND GARDENS MILESTONE  
REAL ESTATE  
(for donating a portion of their sales 
commissions to Ausbon Sargent)
Anne Marie Appel
Kim Armen
Emily Campbell
Donna Forest
Sharon LaVigne
Chris Murray McKee
Judy Merrill
Susie Moore
Jane Snow
Sonja Torkelsen
Joan Wallen

WE WOULD ALSO LIKE TO THANK
Lisa Andrews for the prizes for the  
	 Thursday’s Child raffle
Nick Andrews for shredding documents
The Coach House Restaurant and  
	 New London Inn for Thursday’s Child
Colonial Pharmacy  
	 for displaying our photos
Echo Communications, Inc.  
	 for all they do for us
LSPA for the use of the  
	 Knowlton House for events
Lee Morrill, On Track Design  
	 for graphic design and advertising
Jeanie Plant for organizing the Little 		
	 Sunapee Reunion at Thursday’s Child
Katie Potter for recycling
Nancy Putnam  
	 for the donation of a laptop computer

EVENT VOLUNTEERS
Jon Bellis
Ruth Collins
Kate Gordon
Ginny Gwynn
Debbie Lang
Pete Savickas
Kiki Schneider

MAILING HELPERS
Terri Bingham
Debbie Chrisman
Sunny Coady
Don Evans
Jan Hostage
Margi Knott Lord
Gordie Nolen
Elizabeth Stevens

OFFICE VOLUNTEERS
(on a regular basis)
Barbara Faughnan
Margi Knott Lord
Kathy Walker

WINTER CHATTER DELIVERY
Kathleen Belko
Seth Benowitz
Betsy Forsham
Carol Foss
Kate Gordon
Bonnie Guterl
Cynthia Hayes
Janet Howe

The Ausbon Sargent Land Preservation Trust

Thanks 
these individuals, businesses and foundations for your gifts of time and funding.

PROOFREADERS FOR THE  
SUMMER CHATTER
Marla Binzel
Anne Carroll
Andrea DeAugustinis
Nan Kaplan
Alice Perry
Helen Tucker

Ben Kilham, internationally acclaimed bear behavior expert, shared some fascinating  
information on the black bears that he works with at the Kilham Bear Center in Lyme, NH.

Thanks to Jeanie Plant for organizing the Little Lake Sunapee Reunion dinner at the 
annual Thursday’s Child for Ausbon Sargent.  Here she (L) works with Kristy Heath, 

Sue Andrews and Laurie DiClerico to arrange flowers for the tables.
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Parents, Grandparents and  
an Incredible Legacy
by Peggy Hutter 

	 Many of you have heard the telling of The Ausbon Sargent Land 
Preservation Trust story numerous times, but it is such a charming 
narrative that it always warrants sharing.  It is the story of a town, a 
humble and generous man, and the common mission that connected 
the two.

	 In 1987, recognizing the impact of escalating property values, and 
an explosion of new building developments, the New London Conserva-
tion Commission asked for an increase in its annual appropriation.  
When this was denied, the town Selectmen appointed a committee to 
study some plausible solutions to what they believed to be a “growing” 

problem.  The committee concluded that a 
private non-profit land trust was the  
appropriate vehicle to help address the need.  
In order to register the land trust with the 
state, the committee was required to deter-
mine a name for the trust.  The committee 
reflected back to 1985 when  
94-year old Ausbon W. Sargent, a retired 

maintenance worker from Colby Junior College, spent his life’s savings 
to purchase the 3-acre parcel of land from the college that he then 
gifted to the Town of New London to forever be used as the Town  
Common.  To honor the man whose gesture epitomized the mission  
of the land trust, the committee was granted Ausbon’s permission to  
use his name.  

	 With our theme of  Your Legacy:  From Generation to Generation 
in mind, I asked for input from five of Ausbon Sargent’s founding board 
members.  Thirty-two years have passed since the incorporation of the 
land trust, and I had two questions that I posed to these founders:
		  In regards to your children and grandchildren, what 
		  are you most proud of from your early work with 
		  The Ausbon Sargent Land Preservation Trust?

		  Do you have a favorite Ausbon Sargent property that you
		  like to share with your children and grandchildren?

I hope you’ll enjoy and relate to their responses:

Woody Blunt, Chairman
My children and grandchildren drive into and around New London on visits  
during all seasons.  One of the things I am proudest of is that Ausbon Sargent has 
been instrumental in retaining and maintaining the rural feel of our gateways. 
Clark Lookout is one of the protected properties that is closest to where we live.  
Countless times, various contingents of the family have hiked, sloshed, back 
packed, strollered, raced, lallygagged, and, otherwise, meandered up on Clark 
Lookout.  There are many photos in their family scrapbooks!  As the family grows 
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we continue to trek up to introduce new members to the fabulous view and 
overall experience.  Not to mention the fact that our daughter, Hannah, received 
her marriage proposal at Clark Lookout six years ago. 

Heidi Lauridsen, Vice-Chairman
Although my kids and grandchild may never live in the immediate  
New London area, what I am proudest of is my involvement with an organization 
that has made it possible for New London and its environs to remain, in a large 
part, the way they were when our children were growing up.  As we grow older 
and things move and change with breakneck speed, I believe having places that 
remain the same, in perpetuity, is increasingly important to our collective health 
and well-being.  I hope that my work with Ausbon Sargent will continue to make 
it possible for generations to come to experience the special, permanent, sense 
of place that the open spaces and beautiful vistas that Ausbon Sargent has been 
able to protect can provide.  A favorite is the Stanley Farm, particularly when 
Peter and Debbie’s Christmas tree farm was operational.  A visit there to pick out 
a tree was always a welcome break from the frenzy of holiday planning, etc.   
Do I have to limit myself to just one?! 

John Clough, Trustee
I have a great deal of pride in Sue and my working together and with The Ausbon 
Sargent Land Preservation Trust to protect the Spring Ledge Farm easement.   
I know our children feel pride in their being part of that accomplishment.  They 
show it by visiting the Farm whenever they come to New London, something  
they would not do if that land was in housing or threatened to be otherwise 
developed.   Their children cannot help but feel that something solid and 
responsible resides in this property, an inheritance of value they will always have. 
The Farm is a kind of prodigy of Ausbon Sargent and has come to share that 
organization’s aura of responsibility for our community’s future.  The aura I’m 
talking about is an overall feeling that something good is going on there.  

Jan Kidder, Trustee
I am very proud to have been there at the beginning of the Ausbon Sargent Land 
Preservation Trust.  It’s hard to believe that it was over 30 years ago!  Our original 
board laid some groundwork under Woody’s able leadership and it’s been so 
gratifying over the years to watch the organization grow and flourish.  The list  
of protected properties is impressive as is the widespread support for Ausbon  
Sargent. It will come as no surprise that our favorite properties are the  
Currier/Gold and Low Plain.  They connect our family to my parent’s love of the 
land and of this area.

						                 Continued on page 13
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Debbie Stanley (C) with members of the original Board 
(seated L-R) Jan Kidder, Heidi Lauridsen and Sue Clough, 

(standing L-R) John Clough, Woody Blunt and Bill Berger in 2012.
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 Bill Berger, Trustee
Early on we were able to generate community interest in land protection and 
conservation, which through Ausbon Sargent’s leadership and interested  
community members, has developed into a thriving public service organization. 
I don’t have one favorite protected property, but I do like to share with the entire 
Ausbon Sargent community the magnificent open fields that remain for  
agricultural use and/or enjoyment by the public. A good example is the so-called  
Vernlund fields [Main Street Meadows] at the southern entrance to Town. 

We thank these founding board members, and all board members and 
general members to follow them, for their insight and commitment to 
the Mt. Kearsarge/Ragged/Lake Sunapee region.  With the simple vision 
of preserving the rural character of a town and the inspiration drawn 
from the generosity of one elderly man, the Ausbon Sargent Land  
Preservation Trust, with its rich legacy, was established. 

	 Ausbon Sargent’s Land Protection Specialist, Andy Deegan, and his 
wife, Carrie, of the Society for the Protection of NH Forests, contributed  
to a five-year NH study of dragonflies completed in 2011.  Andy has 
planned two dragonfly events this summer to share his interest in  
dragonflies and damselflies with others.  (See our Calendar of Events  
on this page for more specifics.)

	 Our annual dragonfly events are encouraged to be inter-generational, 
as children along with their parents and grandparents enjoy the  
opportunity to net, observe, learn and then release the dragonflies and 
damselflies.  What better legacy to create with your children than to 
introduce them to the wonders of our beautiful Mt. Kearsarge/Ragged/
Lake Sunapee region?  We hope you’ll join us. 

 

2019   
Calendar of  Events

July
Bradford Bog Hike in Bradford
Thursday, July 18, 2:00 pm
Ausbon Sargent will host a walk on the Bradford Bog and the historic 
Bradford Hotel and Springs properties located along the East Washing-
ton Road.  More specific information can be found on our website.

Dragonfly Walk at Low Plain in New London
Tuesday, July 30 (raindate, July 31), 2:00 pm
Andy Deegan leads the first of our two popular summer dragonfly walks 
at the Low Plain in New London this year.  Brown University biology 
professor  Jonathan Waage will join Andy in this session. Your whole 
family will enjoy this event.

August 
Dragonfly Walk at the Grantham Sawyer Brook Headwaters 
Property
Tuesday, August 6  (raindate, August 7), 2:00 pm
Andy Deegan leads his 2nd Dragonfly walk on a wonderful property 
that Ausbon Sargent is currently helping to protect.  Bring your children, 
your grandchildren and net a dragonfly. Andy will help you to observe 
and identify the variety and appreciate the intricacies of the species 
before safely releasing it and sending it unharmed back into flight.

Hike Through Wayne’s Woods in Goshen
Wednesday, August 14, 2:00 pm
Ausbon Sargent is sponsoring this hike on the Garvey’s wild and beauti-
ful 70-acre property.  Trails will lead us through the woods and past two 
babbling brooks that feed into the 100-acre “Goshen Ocean” (Gunnison 
Lake). 

October
Ausbon Sargent Annual Meeting
Sunday, October 27, 3:00 pm
Join us for our Annual Meeting held each year at the New London 
Historical Society.  Our general meeting takes place first, followed by  
a social hour.

December
Ausbon Sargent Holiday Party
Monday, December 2, 5:30—7:30 pm
Our members-only Holiday Party, held at the Coach House Restaurant 
at the New London Inn, is a  perfect way to begin your holiday season.  
RSVP early as space is limited.

Please visit ausbonsargent.org/calendar for more specific details. 
Unless noted, all events are free and open to the public.

We request that you RSVP for all events.

Join us
on a
Dragonfly
Event
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Our actions, our gifts and the connections we make help to contribute to the legacy we leave for the next generations.  We’ve  
created some examples of activities and experiences resulting from the good work of The Ausbon Sargent Land Preservation Trust.  
What brings you joy from our efforts to preserve the rural character of the Mt. Kearsarge/Ragged/Lake Sunapee region forever?

W H A T  D O E S  F O R E V E R  M E A N  T O  Y O U ?

Hike

Explore
Connect

Enjoy

Give

Volunteer

Paddle

• Follow the trail to the top of Pitcher Hill at Star Lake Farm. (Springfield)
• Snowshoe or hike the SRKG Trail on the Stoney Brook property. (Newbury)
• Discover the Webb Forest Preserve Trails. (Sunapee)
• Wander the trails on the Rowe Mountain Road Blitzer easement. (Bradford)

• Become a member of The Ausbon Sargent Land Preservation Trust.
• Give the gift of membership to a family member.
• Support a land project.
• Name Ausbon Sargent when you consider your estate planning. 

• Like and Follow Ausbon Sargent on Facebook.
• Meet conservation-minded people at an Ausbon Sargent hike or  
	 educational event.
• Bring your child or grandchild to an Ausbon Sargent Dragonfly Event.
• Visit www.ausbonsargent.org to see what’s happening at the Land Trust.
• Join our email list to learn what’s happening at the Land Trust.

• Monitor a protected property or work on trails.
• Help stuff envelopes for one of our mailings.
• Bake a “goodie”; help to serve at an Ausbon Sargent event.
• Host a neighborhood gathering in your home.

• Stroll through Wayne’s Woods on groomed walking trails. (Goshen)
• Picnic on the warm rocks at the edge of Ledge Pond. (Sunapee)
• Witness the view from Clark Lookout in all seasons. (New London)
• Look for the cows at the Hersey Family Farm as you travel along Route 11. 	
	 (East Andover)
• Cool off on a hot summer day in the Birnbaum easement swimming hole. 	
	 (Danbury)

• Launch your kayak at the Otter Pond Protective Association beach to discover 	
	 the hidden shores of Otter Pond. (Sunapee)
• Put in at the Waukeena Lake boat launch; view wildlife along the protected 		
	 LeBaron/Brewer shoreline. (Danbury)
• Row gently along the protected shoreline of Russell Pond. (Sutton)
• Paddle the extensive undeveloped Little Lake Sunapee protected shoreline 
	 looking for loons. (New London)

• Follow the numbered signs on the Cook Interpretive Trail. (Elkins)
• Navigate the snowmobile trails on the Courser Property. (Warner)
• Find the old stone quarry at William Bean Quarry. (Sutton)
• Travel along scenic Grafton Road and you’ll pass the conserved Nowell Farm. 		
	 (Wilmot)
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The individuals listed below have 
notified us that they 
have provided for Ausbon 
Sargent in their estate plans.

Mr. and Mrs. James D. Abbott*

Anonymous (11)

Rich and Heidi Anderson

Theodore D. Bacon, Jr.*

Ann Bemis*

Catherine Bogardus*

Roland P. Carreker*

Michael and Susan Chiarella

Naia L. Conrad*

Chris and Janice Cundey

Tim and Lorraine Davis

Joe and Laurie DiClerico

Neil Donnenfeld

Barbara Faughnan

John and Maggie Ford

Cotton Cleveland & John Garvey

Gerard and Jane Gold

Alan T. Jones*

David Karrick

Doug Lyon

Andrew J. McDonald*

Dave and Bev Payne

Rachel and Myron* Rosenblum

John and Sage Scott

John and Nancy Denny Solodar

Virginia Anthony Soule*

Peter and Debbie Stanley

John Tilson

Libby Trayner*

Betsy Denny Warner

Mary-Seymour “Sissy” Wastcoat*

*denotes deceased

If you have already 

named the Ausbon Sargent 

Land Preservation Trust 

in your estate plan and 

would like to become 

a member of 

The Acorn Society, 

please let us know. 

If you would  

like more information, 

feel free to call the 

Ausbon Sargent office at 

603-526-6555 

or email 

dstanley@ausbonsargent.org 

Members who prefer 

not to be recognized 

can remain anonymous.

A Steward Forever 
by Kathy Carroll

	 When Ausbon Sargent receives a bequest, it is profoundly humbling 
and gratifying.  This gift of a lifetime, regardless of amount, provides 
an extraordinary legacy for the individual donor as a thoughtful 
steward who cared deeply about preserving our region’s beautiful rural 
landscape forever.
	 In the Fall of 2016, a longtime member of the land trust from 
Sunapee, who preferred to remain anonymous, shared his decision to 
include Ausbon Sargent in his estate plans.   His generous intention 
placed this special friend in our Acorn Society which recognizes all 
those who have included the Ausbon Sargent Land Preservation Trust 
in their Will or Trust, or named Ausbon Sargent as a beneficiary of a 
specific asset.  
	 We are pleased to have had the opportunity to thank this valued 
member whose interest in forestry aligned well with supporting  
conservation, and helped to create this enduring endorsement of our 
work.  His great affection for the Sunapee area was a catalyst for his 
demonstrated support of both our Wendell Marsh North and South 
projects.
	 In June of 2018 and earlier this year, Ausbon Sargent realized this 
wonderful legacy gift through the family.  We are grateful and honored 
to be the beneficiary of this ultimate stewardship gift, and warmly  
acknowledge the careful diligence of his family to ensure that the 
bequest intention was carried out.
	 The Ausbon Sargent Land Preservation Trust invites you to consider 
the gift of a living legacy to help protect our priceless rural character 
and quality of life in the Mt. Kearsarge/Ragged/Lake Sunapee Region.  
To create your legacy, please contact Executive Director Debbie Stanley 
for more information and to answer any questions.  All inquiries are 
confidential.  If you have already made a provision in your estate 
plans, we hope that you will let us know so that we may recognize you 
in the Acorn Society.
 
Kathy Carroll is an Ausbon Sargent Trustee and chair of the 
Development Committee.   She and her husband Joe are longtime 
members, and they currently divide their time between  
New London and the New Hampshire seacoast.

If you Give through an IRA . . .
Over time, Ausbon Sargent has been the fortunate recipient of a number of 
gifts made through Individual Retirement Accounts (IRAs).  If you choose 
to support the land trust in this manner, please be sure to let us know.  
Recently several gifts have come to us from financial institutions without 
the name(s) of the donor indicated.  This presents a challenge in thanking 
the appropriate individuals.  Stewardship of all gifts is extremely important 
to ASLPT, and a phone call or email can help assure that we are able to 
acknowledge these special gifts properly.



Won’t you become a Member? 
Won’t you join us and become part of the living legacy created through land conservation?

You can find out more about us on our website at:  ausbonsargent.org

Please make checks payable to:  Ausbon Sargent and mail to:  P.O. Box 2040, New London, NH 03257-2040
or make your secure donation on the Ausbon Sargent website or over the phone at:  603.526.6555

Name

Address

Phone					     E-mail

Donations to Ausbon Sargent are tax deductible as provided by Section 170 of the Internal Revenue Code.              07/19

$$$

$10,000+ Ausbon Sargent Society

$5,000+ Legacy Circle

$2,500+ Leadership Circle

$1,000+ Benefactor 

$500+ Patron

$250+ Steward

$150+ Protector

$60+ Advocate

Other $ 

71 Pleasant Street

P.O. Box 2040

New London

New Hampshire

03257-2040

603.526.6555

OFFICERS

Chair: Frances Harris
Vice-Chair: Jeff Hollinger
Secretary: Joseph DiClerico
Treasurer: Mike Quinn

TRUSTEES

Lisa Andrews
Aimee Ayers
Kathy Carroll
Ginny Gwynn
Deborah Lang
Graham McSwiney
Jim Owers
Steve Root
Suzanne Tether

STAFF (L-R)

Sue Ellen Andrews, 
Operations Manager

Deborah Stanley, 
Executive Director

Peggy Hutter, 
Communications Coordinator

Patsy Steverson, 
Bookkeeper 

Andy Deegan, 
Land Protection Specialist- 

Stewardship Manager 

Kristy Heath, 
Development and 

Administrative Coordinator
 

Special Thanks to all of our guest authors!
Newsletter layout & design by Lee T. Morrill, On Track Design.


