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In 1987, the Ausbon Sargent 
Land Preservation Trust was run 
by dedicated volunteer trustees.  
However, by the following 
summer, both the overwhelming 
membership response and the 
number of land preservation 
opportunities validated the need 
for full-time staff.  My position was 
for one year and the agreement 
was that at the end of the year, an 
assessment of the year’s activities 
would be made by the Board and 
a decision would be made whether 
to renew my role as Executive 
Director.

As a start-up organization, the 
Board recognized that running a nonprofit is not easy.  Nonprofits 
are faced with constant fundraising challenges and the difficulty of 
meeting mission goals with limited resources. Although not publicly 
vocalized, the Trustees gave themselves a five-year window  
to determine if the land trust would succeed.  Thirty years and  
11,117 acres later, Ausbon Sargent is still going strong!

Most non-profit consultants will agree that the key to success is a 
well-defined mission that is the centerpiece of what it does and is not 
an afterthought. Since the very beginning our mission has been to 
preserve and protect the rural character of the region by conserving 
land.   What has changed is the growing stewardship obligation that 

comes with our increased acreage and Ausbon Sargent’s ability to 
use technology to examine criteria when deciding how to proceed on 
each project.

Technological advancements like GPS (Global Positioning Systems) 
and GIS (Geographic Information Systems) have helped us make 
informed decisions when evaluating a potential project.  Over the 
years, our Land Protection Policy and Criteria has been amended 
to reflect current data such as the updated 2015 NH Wildlife Action 
Plan.  

This year Ausbon Sargent will spend time gaining an understanding 
of how our land protection efforts can strategically increase the 
chances that natural systems will adapt by identifying climate-
resilient lands.  Connectivity of conservation lands is important as 
it allows species to move (in elevation and/or north) in response to 
climate variations. 

In closing, I’d like to thank all of our supporters.  Your generosity 
has ensured that Ausbon Sargent has the resources to protect 
land and steward it forever. By saving land, we strengthen the NH 
economy and bring health and well-being to you, your family and 
thousands of residents and visitors alike.    Thank you!
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From the 
Executive Director:
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Read more about our 2017 Winter Chatter theme 
“Opt Outside” in our special articles on pages 3 
and 13.  We have so many opportunities for 
outdoor experiences in a beautiful landscape.  
We hope you’ll consider it.

years
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Let Ausbon Sargent Help You to “Opt Outside” 
by Peggy Hutter

 As a non-profit organization, The Ausbon Sargent Land Preservation Trust regularly receives notices from other organizations regarding inno-
vations and events that they are proud to share.  In early November of 2016, Ausbon Sargent received an email from the REI outdoor equipment 
retailer that caused us to stop, think and share their special message with our members. The REI concept became the inspiration for the theme of 
this Winter 2017 Chatter newsletter: “Opt Outside.”
 A year ago, in 2015, REI closed its stores and online sales on Black Friday, the traditional post-Thanksgiving shopping day, and gave its 
12,000+ employees the day off.  This was an attempt to encourage their employees to abandon the Black Friday shopping frenzy and, instead, 
use the day to play outside.  While it may appear counterintuitive, REI’s efforts did not harm their position in the market as they reported record 
earnings in 2015.
 REI CEO, Jerry Stritzke, announced in October of 2016, “This year REI will be shut down on both Thanksgiving and Black Friday because 
fundamentally we believe that being outside makes us our best selves—healthier and happier, physically and mentally.”  This philosophy seems 
to parallel the beliefs of Ausbon Sargent.  Our mission is to “preserve the rural landscape of the region” and we continually encourage people to 
get outside to enjoy the beauty of their surroundings.
 “Opting Outside” is one of the least expensive ways to stay healthy.  Research from medical institutes, from sport and fitness testing, from  
studies done with children through the elderly population, all point to the benefits of spending time outside. Exposure to nature tends to leave 
us with a sense of calm and well-being.  Time spent in green outdoor spaces helps to boost focus and concentration in both adults and children.  
While more aggressive hikes may contribute to the improvement of your physical condition, there are many positive benefits that result from a 
casual walk on a woodland path.
 Ausbon Sargent now protects 139 properties, encompassing 11,117 acres of land in our 12-town region.  Many of those properties offer 
public access; many have stunning views and others protect the wildlife habitat, offering you the possibility of seeing an interesting bird or animal 
along the way.  
 On our Ausbon Sargent website, www.ausbonsargent.org, we offer maps for hikes on some of our properties.  In addition, there are many  
hiking trails and walking paths that can be found on the websites of the individual 12 towns that we serve.  You may be surprised to find an  
interesting trail very close to your home.
 We are so fortunate to be surrounded by forests and fields, by hillsides, mountains and waterways.  Tourists make our area a destination and we 
live in the area that many come to vacation.  Make a promise to yourself to “Opt Outside” and Ausbon Sargent will continue its promise to steward 
these special places forever.

Peggy Hutter is the Communications Coordinator for Ausbon Sargent.  In her “other life,” Peggy taught middle school physical education 
for thirty-six years before retiring from the Kearsarge Regional School District in 2010.  Peggy and her husband, Bob, live on a scenic, 
dirt road in Elkins boasting two beautiful Ausbon Sargent protected properties.
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The Phillips Preserve offers a couple of great hikes.
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Thirty years of Challenges  
and Accomplishments 
by Peggy Hutter

As Debbie Stanley shared in her “Message from the Executive Director” 
on page 2, the year 2017 marks the 30th anniversary of The Ausbon 
Sargent Land Preservation Trust.  Now, as nations go or as some of us 
mark our own birthdays, we realize that thirty years is rather young.  
Some thirty-year-olds are just getting their lives together, finally  
maturing.  But that’s not so in the case of Ausbon Sargent.  In thirty 
years, we have matured beautifully and we are so together!

Following the inception of the land trust in 1987, when it was run as a 
startup by volunteers, Ausbon Sargent has grown by leaps and bounds 
every year. The organization has been fortunate to attract bright,  
committed and forward-thinking trustees to their board.  As our thir-
tieth anniversary approaches, I invited the seven trustees who were 
Ausbon Sargent board chairs at each of our five-year anniversaries 
to share some of their memories.  My prompt to them was “Reflect-
ing on your term as Ausbon Sargent board chair, what was your most  
significant challenge or your most significant accomplishment?”  
Their responses are an affirmation of the great work that Ausbon  
Sargent does for our region.

Woody served as the first chairman of the 
board in 1987.  He reflects back thirty years 
as he remembers the thoughts and struggles 
of the founding board members for what is 
now an award-winning nonprofit land trust:

My most significant challenge as the 
first board chair of ASLPT (even before 
it had this name), was to define a lasting mission statement and 
adopt a set of bylaws that would describe what this fledgling area 

nonprofit was all about and then, to get the word out. After many meetings in 
kitchens and over coffee with Heidi Lauridsen, Dale Garvey and Don Sisson, this 
first crucial step was completed.  From the beginning, we realized that this ship 
could not float without a captain.  All the members of the original board were busy 
local volunteers with not enough time to devote.  Money was needed.  I believe 
that my most significant contribution, way back when, was to solicit and raise the 
funds necessary to hire a full-time executive director.”

Woody Blunt, owner of 
Dartmouth Coach and Concord Coach

Marilyn took no time in responding to my 
question.  As she thought back to her term 
as chair during our five-year anniversary in 
1992, Marilyn said:

My response qualifies as both my most 
significant challenge and my most sig-
nificant accomplishment.  At that time, 
it was working to bring together all the moving pieces for the Esther  
Currier project in Low Plain and then actually making it happen!!”

Dan served as chair of the Ausbon Sargent 
board in 1997, our 10th anniversary.   With 
only ten years under our belts, Ausbon Sar-
gent was recognized as a leader in its field, 
a proud recognition for Dan and the Ausbon 
Sargent team.  Dan shares:

In 1997, Ausbon Sargent was honored by the Corporate Fund, in 
partnership with the NH Charitable Foundation and selected as a 
recipient of the 10th annual Walter J. Dunfey Excellence in Manage-
ment Award. This was such a meaningful recognition for Ausbon 

Sargent.  We knew we were a very good small non-profit organization doing good 
things, but receiving an award such as this validated all we believed to be true.  
A great accomplishment during my term was the protection of the Main Street 
Meadow, one of the ‘gateways to the town’ open space meadows at the south end 
of Main Street. When neighbors heard that house lots had been staked out on this 
property, they raised over $70,000 to help protect forever this property and the 
view it provides.”

Terri was the board chair during Ausbon  
Sargent’s 15th anniversary year in 2002, 
our first chair in the twenty-first century! 

The largest challenge at that time was 
that ASLPT was experiencing ‘growing 
pains.’  It was a very pivotal time for 
ASLPT as it transitioned from a strong, start-up nonprofit to the next 
phase of its life cycle which would position ASLPT for the future. Dur-

ing this time, the office moved, staff was added, Outreach Centers were established in  
12 towns, total acreage protected was 2,964 and our first website was established. 
I believe the greatest accomplishment during this time was the growth of the 
membership.  I felt, and the board agreed, that membership growth would not only 
grow the financial resources of ASLPT, but would also provide us with the oppor-
tunity to educate more people on the value of ASLPT and our mission. We focused 

Terri Jillson White, CIC, AAI at 
Maloney Associates Insurance 

Marilyn Kidder, owner of  
Better Homes and Gardens Milestone Real Estate

Dan Wolf, owner of  
Hodan Properties Inc. and the New London Inn
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Nancy served as Ausbon Sargent’s board chair 
in 2007, at the time of our 20th anniver-
sary.  Nancy thought on my question for a 
long time, and with some angst.  She finally 
concluded that our 20th anniversary was rich 
with both challenges and accomplishments as 
she considered space, staffing, land protection, 
national accreditation and leadership:

Space:  I recall early meetings, as one of at least six members of 
the Lands Committee who crammed into a very tiny room in the 
former Ausbon Sargent office in the Kidder Building;  often needing 
to move to the New London Town Office meeting room.  We were 

growing, our work expanding and it was very exciting to find a new, much larger 
office location just around the corner on Pleasant Street.   

Staff: It became very clear with the increased public interest in land preserva-
tion, that additional staff would be necessary to relieve the backlog of projects and 
to ensure the continued successes of ASLPT. The board approved hiring our first 
Land Protection Specialist, Beth McGuinn.

Land:  Wow, right here in my home town of Andover, the Hersey family wisely 
and generously chose to conserve 267 acres. This property known as the Hersey 
Family Farm is a beautiful gateway to the eastern edge of Andover. (After my time 
on the board, the Gross family chose to conserve 100 acres. This created a gateway 
to the western edge of the Andover village. Taa Daa!!)

Accreditation:  Achieving accreditation allowed ASLPT to become recognized 
regionally and nationally by the Land Trust Alliance. Board members invested in 
the LTA.

Leadership:  As board chair, I liked to lead with humor and calm sensibility.  
This led to partnerships with the 12-town conservation commissions and Colby-
Sawyer College. We recognized the importance of allowing the staff and volunteers 
to do their jobs without too much oversight and unnecessary interference and that 
led to success.”

Nancy Teach was Director of Academic Affairs and 
International Programs at Colby-Sawyer College 

on growing the membership which included starting the Phone-A-Thon that has 
now become an annual ASLPT event.  We also began looking at Planned Giving as 
another opportunity that would be invaluable to helping fulfill the ASLPT mission. 
In 1987, the founders of ASLPT formed the organization as a ‘temporary’ response 
to the real estate pressures of the late 1980’s. It is rewarding to look back over the 
history of the organization and note that ASLPT has transitioned from ‘temporary’ 
to a ‘permanent’, well-respected organization in our community conserving and 
protecting land in our area that will be enjoyed by future generations.”

Greg was one of our youngest board chairs, 
serving during our 25th anniversary year in 
2012.  Regarding challenges, accomplish-
ments and the celebration of 25 successful 
years as a non-profit land trust, Greg shares:

We were challenged with celebrating 
years of growth while ensuring that we 
had enough resources to steward all of the properties in perpetuity 
(forever is a mighty long time). Our goal was to work on a central 

theme, and we ended up with the 25th Anniversary celebration as well as the Sav-
ing Land for Tomorrow capital campaign.  There were diverse talents spread across 
the committees, the board, the staff and the volunteers. Helping coordinate the  
year-long series of hikes, publications and fundraisers, along with the meetings and 
organization required to bring it all together was the biggest accomplishment.  Both 
these projects dovetailed and in the final analysis, we were successful in celebrating 
and ensuring protection of the lands under easement in our beautiful neck of the 
woods.”  

Doug will be serving through our 30th an-
niversary year in 2017. He not only shares 
some challenges and accomplishments, but 
states the concerns that probably all board 
chairs feel when they consider the respon-
sibility they have to continue the success  
associated with Ausbon Sargent. In typical 
form, Doug gives us a chuckle as he shares:

As the current chair of the Board of Trustees, I’m inclined to say that 
my biggest challenge is to avoid screwing it up. Past chairs have laid 
a wonderful groundwork for today’s group, and I think my work is 
to help fine-tune a smoothly running machine. We’ve modified our  

investment policy and our investment strategy a bit. We’ve reviewed all of our 
policies and adjusted them where appropriate. We’ve constructed a new five-year 
strategic plan with assistance from professional facilitators and extensive board of 
trustee dialog. We’ve continued to put easements in place on desirable properties, 
and we’ve continued the successful record of generating community support that 
makes the organization so envied in the land trust community. So far, so good; I 
haven’t made too big a mess!!” 

 Every five-year term brought new challenges as the Ausbon Sargent Land 
Preservation Trust grew from its fledgling start in 1987. The important theme  
to note from each of our past board chairs above is that though there were  
challenges, a strong and dedicated team at the land trust always seemed to face 
them head on and turn them into accomplishments. Ausbon Sargent is a small 
nonprofit that plays like a giant in its field.  As we celebrate our 30th anniversary 
in 2017, we have a great deal to be proud of and many people to thank for our 
successes.  We hope you’ll continue to support us in the Ausbon Sargent mission 
of “preserving the rural character of the Mt. Kearsarge /Ragged / Lake Sunapee 
region.

Greg Berger, owner of 
Spring Ledge Farm

Doug Lyon, retired CFO for 
Colby-Sawyer College, is our current board chair 
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Prominent Farm in Danbury 
Receives LCHIP Funding
Ausbon Sargent is excited to announce that we have been awarded a 
$153,000 LCHIP (Land Community Heritage Investment Program)
grant to be used towards the purchase of a conservation easement on 
the approximately 450-acre Deuink property in Danbury, provided 
the project fundraising goal is met.   Although Ausbon Sargent is very 
excited about the grant award, it will not cover the entire purchase 
price of the easement, and there still will be an extensive fundraising 
campaign for funds to protect this important property.  We have until 
June 30, 2018 to compile all documentation and reach our fundraising 
goal in order for LCHIP to release the grant funds. The Deuink property 
represents the predominant view to the north of Route 104 as you leave 
the center of Danbury and head towards Bristol.  In addition to the 
scenic view, the property has extensive frontage on the Smith River and 
valuable wildlife habitat.  LCHIP awards grants to both land and his-
torical conservation projects throughout the State of New Hampshire.  
This year’s grant round was highly competitive and there were several 
deserving projects that were not funded.  Please be on the lookout for 
future news concerning the Deuink property in Danbury.

Present at the LCHIP Grant Awards are (front L-R):  
LCHIP Chair Doug Cole, Governor Maggie Hassan, Ausbon Sargent 
Executive Director Debbie Stanley, Dijit Taylor from LCHIP and 
Ausbon Sargent Trustee Graham McSwiney. (Back row): Rep. David 
Kidder and Rep. Karen Ebel from New London and Ausbon Sargent 
Land Protection Specialist Andy Deegan.
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Nowell Conservation Easement Closes 

Thanks to the help of the Wilmot Conservation Commission, the Burton D. 
Morgan Foundation, The Brown Foundation, Inc., of Houston and other 
generous donors, we have reached our fundraising goal on the 28-acre 
Nowell Conservation Easement in Wilmot.  This property has been farmed, 
used for maple sugaring, and managed for timber production since the 
late 1950’s.  Due to its open fields, prime agricultural and forestry soils and 
significant road frontage along the well-traveled Grafton Road and Walker 
Brook, this land would be a prime location for eventual development. Owner, 
Clayton Nowell, the residents of Wilmot and the Ausbon Sargent community 
are happy to report that, due to the diligence and support of many, this scenic 
and valuable property will now be protected forever.  The closing has been 
scheduled for February 9, 2017 at 7 pm.
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Calendar of Events
We are in the process of planning many events for 2017  

and our 30th anniversary year.  Visit our website regularly  
at www.ausbonsargent.org/calendar  

to find out what events are coming up. 

Join our mailing list on the homepage of our website 
to receive e-blasts of upcoming events.

The Deuink property is located along Route 104 in Danbury opposite the access road to Ragged Mountain

The Nowell Conservation Easement in Wilmot
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Clark Lookout Expansion 
by Peggy Hutter

 Clark Lookout, also referred to as “Big Hilltop,” is owned by The 
Town of New London with a conservation easement held by the Ausbon 
Sargent Land Preservation Trust.  The property and trails, located just  
off Davis Hill Road in New London, are managed and maintained by  
the New London Conservation Commission.
 This property has always been a premier property in New London 
because of the spectacular view afforded at the end of the short 0.4 mile 
walk up the “Clark Lookout Trail.”  Unique to this property is the ability 
for those with limited mobility to visit this wonderful overlook of Lake 
Sunapee with Mt. Sunapee facing us in the distance. A gate key is  
available by special request at the New London Town Offices to those 
who could only access the top by car. 
 The value to this already important property increased this year 
when the Town of New London had the opportunity to purchase the 
right of way easement and additional acres of fields and woods  
approaching Clark Lookout. No taxpayer-dollars were spent in this 
transaction as all of the funding came from the existing Mary  
Haddad Trust.
 Clark Lookout is a favorite destination for New London resident and 
NH State Representative, Karen Ebel.  Karen remembers fondly the many 
trips she’s made to this special spot as well as the history of Syd Crook’s 
extraordinary gift to the town. Karen shares:
  “Having served with Syd Crook for many years on the 
Planning Board, I remember well when he decided to give the 
town the land for the Clark Lookout.  This was a beloved spot of  
Syd’s mother and named in her honor; Clark being Syd’s mother’s 
maiden name.  As she got older she had trouble getting to the look-
out by foot.  Syd felt strongly that those, like his mother, who couldn’t 
walk to the gorgeous view should be able to access the top by car, 
so I knew the terms of Syd’s gift included access to those who were 
disabled. My mother, Doris  Ebel, now 90, has been able to walk to 
Clark Lookout until recently.  Having moved here in 2011 after my 
father passed away, she thoroughly enjoyed the short walk to rest on 
the granite bench and gaze down on beautiful Lake Sunapee and  
the surrounding mountains.
  This fall, as one day after another proved more heavenly  
than the next, Mom spoke frequently of that view. How wonderful 
that I could take her by car to enjoy it on a stunning October day!  
After getting the key from the New London town office, it was an 
easy trip up the hill to make Mom’s wish come true. Without Syd’s 
generosity and Ausbon Sargent’s and the Town of  New London’s 
dedication to provide access for all to that ‘multi-million dollar’ 
view, Mom would never have been able to see it again. We are so 
grateful for the opportunity to visit Clark Lookout now and in the 
future.  We know we’ll be there again when Mom is 91!”
(See photo of Doris on page 13.)

 The New London Conservation Commission appreciates the  
ongoing commitment of the Department of Public Works for their  
help in maintaining town trails like this one. They also thank Peter 
Stanley for his long time support of conservation projects. The newly 
acquired one acre lower field at Clark Lookout had not been mowed  
in 10 to12 years.  Peter gave his time, expertise, and equipment to  
opening this field and he is committed to keeping it mowed to  
improve the wildlife habitat. 
 If you haven’t had the opportunity to visit this special place, please 
put it on your list.  You’ll find yourself not only returning, but intro-
ducing your family and friends to this gift.

This article was written by Peggy Hutter with contributions from 
Karen Ebel and New London Conservation Commission Chair, 
Bob Brown.
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Facts about 

Clark Lookout
 Conservation Easement

Town:  New London
Location:   Route 103A and Davis Hill Road 

Total Acreage:   14 acres

• The project consists of 9.5 acres that were purchased by  
 the Town of New London in September, 2016 and were  
 added to the existing Clark Lookout Easement.  The 1.5-  
 acre access road that the town purchased was already   
 subject to a conservation easement.
• The property is managed by the Town of New London   
 Conservation Commission.
• The property protects the access to Clark Lookout which  
 provides spectacular views of Lake Sunapee and   
 Mount Sunapee.
• The property protects the water quality of Lake Sunapee.
• The property provides for low-impact public recreation.
• The property protects approximately 544 feet of frontage  
 on Davis Hill Road and 120 feet of frontage on 103A.
• Ausbon Sargent is the conservation easement holder 
 on the entire 14 acres and is responsible for perpetual   
 stewardship.
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CORPORATE MATCHING GIFTS
Cleveland H. Dodge Foundation, Inc.
GE Foundation
Lincoln Financial Foundation

FOUNDATION GRANTS
Virginia Cretella Mars Foundation
Norcross Wildlife Foundation, Inc.

IN HONOR OF ALEX BOWEN
Peg and Dave Bowen

IN HONOR OF DALE AND JEANNE 
CONLY
Sonja and Robert Conly

IN HONOR OF JOE DICLERICO 
AND DEBBIE STANLEY
John and Maggie Ford

IN HONOR OF COTTON AND 
JOHN AND DALE GARVEY
Jeff Knowles and Susan Cleveland-
Knowles

IN HONOR OF DOT GORDON 
AND FAMILY
A W Brown Investments LLC

IN HONOR OF RYAN AND 
MARTHA MCLEOD
Brie Stephens – Lake Life Realty

IN KIND DONATIONS
Bristol, Sweet & Associates, Inc.
The Country Press and  
 Kearsarge Shopper
Microsoft Corporation
On Track Design
PCCHelp
Pennyroyal Hill Land Surveying  
 and Forestry

IN MEMORY OF AMY BLITZER
Ellen M. Briggs
Mary B. Field
Amy Hughes
Caroline Hughes
James Hughes
Thomas G. Hughes
Walter Kuhn
Mary and Jeffrey Mitchell
Mary Preyer
Marilyn and Dennis Rand and Family
Nancy Tenny
Margaret H. Upham

IN MEMORY OF 
 BRIAN FAUGHNAN
Dave and Sue Andrews
Jan Baker
Marc and Deborah Beerman
Lisa and Dick Correa
Richard and Jo Ann Crandall
Ann and Marc Davis

Gail Matthews
Linda and Ken Miller
John and Julie Morse
Newport Family Foot Care, LLC
Susan Nooney, CPA
Dan and Jacqueline Nowicki
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Ogmundson
Park N Go Markets, Inc.
Dorothy C. Prats
Kathy and Stanley Reiser
Jessica Ferren and Carl Richter
Paul and Jan Sahler
Carol Savela-O’Day
Joanne and Tom Schamberg
Kathy Swartz
Donna Sweet
Walter B. Tucker III
Surendra R. Vaidya
Mr. Thomas Vaughan
Walter W. Walker
Ed Weaver
Samuel K. Wild
Wilmot Garden Club
Linda Ray Wilson

SPONSORSHIP OF FULL PAGE AD 
IN KEARSARGE SHOPPER
Walter and Elaine Ensign
Jack Harrod

WE WOULD ALSO LIKE TO 
THANK
The Center for the Arts for partnering  
 with us on the Art Auction
Betsy Forsham for proofing easement  
 deeds
The Kearsarge Shopper for all they do  
 for us
Lee Morrill, On Track Design for graphic  
 design and advertising
The New Hampshire Cycling Club for 
 donating 100% of the proceeds from 
 the Kearsarge Klassic Bike Event                                         
The New London Barn Playhouse for the  
 Brigadoon Porch Party
Katie Potter for recycling

EVENT COORDINATORS
Ruth Collins
Debbie Lang
Kiki Schneider
Kate Gordon

EVENT HOSTS
The Center for the Arts
Dot Gordon and Family
Clayton Nowell
New London Barn Playhouse
Gerry and Fran Putnam
Woods Without Gile

2016 PROGRESSIVE DINNER 
HOSTS
Lisa and David Andrews
Larry and Mary Lou Dufault
Allan and Joan Gould

Sunapee Seniors
Mr. and Mrs. Harry R. Tether
Ulysses Company
Bob and Tanya Wilkie
Daniel and Beverly Wolf

MARILYN KIDDER AND THE 
STAFF AT BETTER HOMES  
AND GARDENS MILESTONE  
REAL ESTATE  
(for donating a portion of every sales 
commission to Ausbon Sargent)
Anne Marie Appel
Kim Armen
Emily Campbell
Donna Forest
Sharon LaVigne
Chris Murray McKee
Judy Merrill
Susie Moore
Jane Snow
Joan Wallen

NOWELL LAND PROJECT
Kenneth and Nola Aldrich
Marion Allen
Jan Baker
Barker Family Trust
Judith and Thomas Brewer
Brown Foundation, Inc. of Houston
Burton D. Morgan Foundation
Margaret Campbell
John and Sue* Clough
Compass Travel, Inc.
David and Linda Cote
Elizabeth Crockford
Dana Dakin
Ann and Marc Davis
Duncan and Adrienne Domey
Margaret L. and William J. Doody
Peter Guest and Jen Ellis
Peter Ensign
Jim Sims and Caroline Fairless
Mary Fanelli
Barbara and Brian* Faughnan
Patricia Fleury
Betsy Forsham
GE Foundation
Helen Giles-Gee
Jeff and Alison Gill
Gerry and Jane Gold
Lawre and Phil Goodnow
Kate Gordon
Wayne Hayes and Kathleen Grant
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Heim
Donald and Mary-Lou Hinman
Peter and Karen Hoglund
Janet Howe
Louise Jones
Ken Kessler
Geoff and Kristin Lizotte
Doug and Carol MacDonald
David and Nancy Macdonald
Ralph Fitzgerald and Diane Madden
Jon Siegel and Patrice Martin

Peter Guest and Jen Ellis
Bjarne Holmes and Kelly J. Faughnan
Gerry and Jane Gold
Kate Gordon
Patrick and Bettie Greber
Elinor Gregor
Janet Howe
Jud and Cindy Lawson
Dudley and Claire Moseley
Susan Moseley
Marilyn and David Paradis
Bruce and Brenda Snyder
Deborah and Peter Stanley
Mr. and Mrs. Harry R. Tether
Ariana Wittke

IN MEMORY OF ISABEL FLEISHER
Anne Carroll

IN MEMORY OF 
 BOB AND JANET MACMICHAEL
Dr. and Mrs. Richard W. Rodgers

IN MEMORY OF JOANNE ROOT
Joseph and Laurie DiClerico

IN MEMORY OF 
 JONATHAN SCHROEDER
Diane and Ted Jones

IN MEMORY OF RALPH SPOFFORD
Gerry and Jane Gold

IN MEMORY OF LIBBY TRAYNER
Bill and Ki Clough and Family
Gerry and Jane Gold
Dr. and Mrs. Richard W. Rodgers

IN MEMORY OF DICK WEBB
Nelson and Sandra Aldrich
Clarke’s Hardware
Mrs. Hilary Cleveland
Bill and Ki Clough
Ann and Marc Davis
Dexter’s Inn
Joseph and Laurie DiClerico
Cynthia and Dave Donovan
Kenneth Kalb and Nance Driscoll
Anna F. Duke
Brian and Lela Emery
Peter and June Fichter
Cotton Cleveland and John Garvey
Mr. and Mrs. Walter E. Goddard
Kate Gordon
Janet Grevstad
Martha and Peter Lovely
Sylvia Bates and Tom Masland
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Mathiesen
Regina McCalmont
Ty and Gael Minton
Nathan Wechsler & Co.
Bob and Judy Odell
Linda Schultz and Clayton Platt
Herbert and Lucille Smith
Kenneth and Marian Southall
Deborah and Peter Stanley

Bob and Jean Kjellman
Bill and Diane Robbins
Carole and Steve Sanetti
Dan and Jayna Schimberg
Clare and Rich Segall
Ralph and Christina Sweetland
Peter and Pamela Voss

ART AUCTION VOLUNTEERS
Sue Andrews
Marla Binzel
Lorraine Cline
Don and Sue Elliott
Jen Ellis
Barbara Faughnan
Frances Harris
Kristy Heath
Peggy Hutter
Tara Lakeman
Debbie Lang
Marilyn Paradis
Faith Reney
Suzanne Tether
Becky Underhill
Becky Watt

KEARSARGE KLASSIC DIRT ROAD 
RANDONEE HELPERS
Steve Allenby
Andover Historical Society
Sue Andrews
Muriel Bergeron
Marla Binzel
Bill and Cam Brochu
Alice Chamberlin and Steve Brown
Jenny Chambers
Ed Chesbro
Nancy Clark
Sue Conaty
Barbara Cooper
Pat Cutter
Susan Damon
Kathy, Julie and Jeff Deacon
Andy Deegan
Joe and Laurie DiClerico
Andrew Eills
Jen Ellis
Peter Fichter
Maggie and John Ford
Carol Foss
Susan Giaccotto
Ellie Goddard
Kate Gordon
Joan Gould
Bonnie Guterl
Marion Hafner
Harbor Light Realty
Frances Harris
Kristy Heath
Becky Hiller
Peggy Hutter
Nan Kaplan
Susan Kaplan
Liz Kaplan
Mark Kellett

The Ausbon Sargent Land Preservation Trust
Gifts, Thank Yous & Land/Easement Donors

We only print the list of our Membership and Annual Fund donations once a year, in the summer issue of Chatter.  
If you have any questions concerning your membership status please call Operations Manager, Sue Andrews at 526-6555 or email sandrews@ausbonsargent.org
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Margi Knott-Lord
Debbie Lang
Steve Lavoie
Cindy Lawson
Leslie Ludtke
Doug Lyon
Lyon Brook Condominium Community
Betsy and Jim Lyons
Bill and Phyllis Magner
Diane Messing
Jill Montgomery
Dan Morrissey
New Hampshire Cycling Club
New London Historical Society
Susan Nooney
Kit Norris
Lee Ostrom
Jim Owers
Rob and Edna Piehler
Ragged Mountain Fish and Game Club
Glenn Rayno
Jan and Paul Sahler
Carole Sanetti
Kiki Schneider
Sue Showalter
Debbie Stanley
Patsy Steverson
Brad Tanner
Nancy Teach
Suzanne Tether
Debbie Zeller

MAILING HELPERS
Terri Bingham
Marla Binzel
Laurie DiClerico
Betsy Forsham
Carol Foss
Joan Gould
Megan Heath
Janet Howe
Debbie Lang
Jan Prew
Judy Sheon
Janis Taylor

OFFICE VOLUNTEERS
Kris Lohmann and Janis Taylor for  
 volunteering in the office on a 
 regular basis

PROOF READERS FOR THE  
WINTER CHATTER
Anne Carroll
Andrea DeAugustinis
Julie Deacon
Nan Kaplan
Alice Perry
Helen Tucker
    
SEYMOUR AND SEYMOUR  
HELPERS
Larry Dufault
Annie and Jenny Chambers  
   
SPECIAL EVENTS COMMITTEE
Kathleen Belko
Ruth Cave
Laura Beth Foster
Bonnie Guterl
Kristy Heath
Cindy Lawson
Betsy Lyons, Chair
Susan Showalter

Debbie Stanley

SUMMER CHATTER DELIVERY
Kathleen Belko
Seth Benowitz
Betsy Forsham
Carol Foss
Susan Giaccotto
Kate Gordon
Cynthia Hayes
Janet Howe

HOLIDAY PARTY SUPPORTERS
The Coach House Restaurant at the  
 New London Inn
Lee Morrill, OnTrack Design
Robert Jensen Floral Designs

FOOD DONATIONS TO THE 
HOLIDAY PARTY
Marla Binzel
Bubba’s Bar and Grill
Cataleya’s Caribbean Bar & Grill
Extraordinary Taste Catering – 
 Laura Powers
Jane Solomon Catering
The Millstone at 74 Main
Peter Christian’s Tavern
Pleasant Lake Cheesecake Company
Suna
Sunapee Cove
Tarte Café and Bakery
Woodcrest

WOODS WITHOUT GILE HIKE  
LEADERS
Marc and Ann Davis
Andy Deegan
Dode Gladders
Matt Tarr
Tim Wallace

2016 EASEMENT MONITORS
Sarah Allen    
Sue Andrews 
Cory Balsch    
Dave Beardsley    
George Beaton    
Ann and Pierre Bedard   
Seth Benowitz    
Charlie Betz    
Julie Boardman    
Chuck and Emilie Bolduc  
Doreen and John Brandolini 
Dave Brazier    
Steve Bridgewater
Jim Bronson    
Bob Brown    
Scott Brown
Jeff Cantara    
Lee and Bert Carvalho   
Susan and Mike Chiarella  
John Clough    
Bill and Ki Clough
Ruth Anne and Charles Collins 
Bob and Glenda Cottrill   
Tom and Martha Cottrill  
Bob and Emma Crane 
Cheryl Cummer    
Charley and Elaine Davidson 
Ann and Marc Davis   
Andy Deegan    
Linda and Ken Dennis   

Midge and Tim Eliassen  
Don Elliott    
Jen Ellis    
Laurie Farrell    
Barbara Faughnan   
June and Peter Fichter   
Betsy Forsham    
Carol and Charlie Foss   
Susan and Carmelo Giaccotto 
Craig and Susan Goodwin  
Kate Gordon    
Allan and Joan Gould   
Andy Hager
Cynthia Hayes    
May Henry    
Tom Hill    
Sooze Hodgson    
Henry Howell    
Bob and Peggy Hutter   
Shelia Jackson    
Greg Johnson    
Bruce and Marsha Johnson  
Richard Jones    
David Karrick   
Elizabeth and Peter Keene  
Ron and Vicki Koron   
Jack Kreager    
Berk and Joan Lambert   
Debbie Lang    
Mark Lennon    
Kris and Glenn Lohmann  
Betsy and Jim Lyons   
Scott MacLean
Ed MacLeod    
Scott Martin    
Scott and Marie McCaskill  
Steve McGrath    
Chris McKee    
Jon and Sherrie McKenna  
Liz Meller    
Sue Mitchell    
Ed Olney
Marilyn Paradis    
Tom Paul    
Alice Perry    
Dave Pilla    
Al Price    
Betty Raby    
Faith Reney    
Diane and Bill Robbins   
Heather Rogers    
Peter Savickas    
Dan and Kiki Schneider   
Jack Sheehan    
Gerry Shelby    
Mike Sherrill
Dick Showalter
Fred Sladen    
Patsy and Greg Steverson
Rich Stockwell    
Denis Swords    
Nancy Teach    
Michael Todd    
John Trachy    
Sue and Gene Venable   
Peter Voss    
Susan Weiss    
Sally Wilkins    
Jane Williamson
John Wilson
Tom Zacaroli

    
LAND & EASEMENT DONORS
Our sincere appreciation to those 
who share their passion for natural 
places through land and easement 
donations.
Dorothy Adams* and 
 Edith Nordstrom*
Cathy Aranosian
Sydney R. Badmington*
William H. and Carol L. Baldwin
Baptist Pond Trust
Barclin Land Company, LLC
Barraspur Limited
Juanita Battles
Clare J. Bensley
Roger W. Birnbaum
Amy* and John* Blitzer
Eunice Bohanon *
Bolyn Land Investment LLC
Thomas and Judith Brewer
Katherine A. Brown*
Town of Bradford
Betty and Mary Anne Broshek
Burton E. “Gene” Burton
Marguerite “Peg” Carroll*
Children of Peg Dewey Carroll
Cleveland Family Trust
James C. Cleveland* and 
 William F. Kidder*
Don and Lorraine Cline
John and Sue* Clough
David W. and Celeste C. Cook
Fred William Courser, Jr. Family Trust  
 (4 phases)
Sydney Crook*
Cheryl Cummer/Jack Lyle
Stanley I. “Chris” and Janice Cundey
Harold Currier*
Charles* and Laura Davis
Tim and Lorraine Davis
Charles* and Barbara Deming
Denny Beach Realty Trust
Neil and Beverlee Donavan
Priscilla Drake, Deborah Cross 
 and Cross children
Richard L.* and Mary A. Emerson*
Leslie and Stephen Enroth
Ed Erickson
Meg Fearnley
FHS Associates, LLC
John B. Garvey Trust
Frank H. Gordon* & 
 Dorothy B. Gordon
Dr. Lincoln Gordon*
John Graves, Cordelia F. Graves*  
 Revocable Trust
Donna Vilsmeier and Russell, 
 Donald*, Raymond and 
 Richard Gross
Cynthia W. Hayes
Gerald E. Hersey
Roger Hersey*
Edwin R. Hiller
Beatrice Jillette
Hazel Johnson*
Jolyon Johnson
Thaddeus C.* and 
 Virginia D. Johnson
Kezar Conservation Group, LLC
King Ridge, LLC, Frank Stewart
Knight’s Hill Nature Park
Nelson F. Lebo III

LEJ Revocable Trust
Mark Lennon
David and Mary MacMillin
Brooks McCandlish and Janet Sillars
J Dale McLeod Co. 
Monetta Properties, Inc.
Nelson Farm
Newcomb and Ourusoff Families  
 “Kentlands”
New England Forestry Foundation
New London Outing Club
Town of New London
NH Audubon
Judith M. Oates
Otter Pond Protective Association
Dr. Edward C. Parkhurst* and 
 Loren B. Sjostrom*
Dr.* and Mrs.* Edward C. Parkhurst
Malcolm, Dallas and Mabel Patten
Thomas and Janet Paul
Pelfor Corporation
Alice Perry
Mrs. Bessie W. Phillips*
Pine Summit, LLC
Robert and Timathy Poh
Gerald R. Putnam
Lisa K. Putnam
Ring Brook
Rachel and Myron* Rosenblum
Janice W. Sahler Trust
Rachel* and Murray* Sargent
Sharon and Duffy Sheehan
Patricia Sorento
Ralph* and Mary Lou Spofford
Stanley Farm Association
Stanley Point Trust
Star Lake Properties, Inc.
Robert Stevens*
Linford E. and Mary Ellin Stiles
Bill and Betty Stockwell
Sugar River Savings Bank
Town of Sunapee
Town of Sutton
Kit and Nancy Tatum
Libby Trayner Trust*
V-Oz Asset Management Co., LLC, 
 Van O. Webb
R.H. Webb Forest Preserve, LLC, 
 Van O. Webb
Daniel H. Wolf Trust
Woods Without Gile
Marcia Wright
Sarah Yerkes
Marjorie Young*
Steven and Susan Youngs

*denotes deceased



Ralph Spofford 
Memoriam

It is with sadness that we report 
the passing of Ralph Spofford on 
May 17, 2016 at the age of 79. In 
2001, Ralph and his wife, Mickey, 
granted Ausbon Sargent a conser-
vation easement on a wonderful 
21-acre property in New London. 
The Spofford Conservation Ease-

ment includes forests, a meadow, and amazing views of Mt. Kearsarge, 
Pleasant Lake and Mt. Sunapee.  It is rich with historically significant 
attributes from the late 18th century and was something that Ralph 
devoted many hours researching. The property has many trails, main-
tained by the New London Conservation Commission, that are open to 
the public. We are thankful to the Spoffords for conserving their special 
place, and we have made a promise that it will remain, as is, forever. 
Through the land, Mickey, Ralph’s daughter, Kim, her husband and 
their three children, as well as all those who knew Ralph, his memory 
and his legacy will live on.

10

Amy Blitzer 
Memoriam

On October 29, 2016 Ausbon Sargent 
lost a special friend, member, and 
easement donor. Sadly, Amy Blitzer 
passed away at the age of 90 while 
on vacation with her family. Amy, a 
sculptor who taught art at the Buck-
ingham Browne & Nichols School 

in Cambridge, MA, married her husband Dr. John Blitzer in 1948. The 
couple purchased their house in Bradford, NH in 1967 and after raising 
four children, retired there full-time in 1987. The Blitzers donated an 
easement to Ausbon Sargent in 1999 on a 149-acre parcel on Rowe 
Mountain Road in Bradford, to insure it remained a working tree farm 
forever. John passed away in 2004 and ten years later, Amy donated 
another easement to Ausbon Sargent on a 41-acre parcel on Center 
Road in Bradford. Amy was always generous to the land trust, served on 
the Membership Committee in the mid 90’s, and was an active member 
of the Bradford Conservation Commission. We are grateful to Amy and 
John for recognizing the importance of the land and for helping to 
insure that it remains wild and wooded forever.

Remarks for Dick Webb’s Memorial Service 
held on August 14, 2016 at the 
R. H. Webb Forest Preserve in Sunapee
by Debbie Stanley

In 1987 two conservation initiatives were started which were important 
to Dick.   A local land trust was formed called The Ausbon Sargent Land 
Preservation Trust and New Hampshire’s Land Conservation Invest-
ment Program (LCIP) was launched.  

For Ausbon Sargent the early support from Dick, who was considered a 
legend in the conservation field, was a huge confidence builder to our 
land trust.  And for Sunapee’s local LCIP project, the 76-acre donated 
conservation easement by Dick and Betsy was the catalyst for neighbor-
ing landowners the Nielsens, Harrisons and Jolyon Johnson to sell their 
development rights on 383 acres for less than their appraised values.  
The Sunapee project helped the LCIP exceed the state’s goal of setting 
aside 100,000 acres of strategic conservation and recreation areas for 
the people of NH.

Dick was a generous benefactor to Ausbon Sargent and a wonderful 
mentor and sounding board to me personally. Over the years Dick and 
the land trust shared a number of milestone occasions. As the easement 
backup holder of the R. H. Webb Forest Preserve, Ausbon Sargent was 
pleased to be part of the 11th Annual Granite State Tree Farm Field Day 
recognizing the Webbs as the Tree Farmer of the Year for 2000.

At Dick’s 85th birthday celebration in July 2006, Van honored his 
father by granting conservation easements on the last two Webb family 
“wood lots” which meant that more than 3,400 acres of Webb lands 
are conserved in five towns .  The final two lots are located in Sunapee 
and are identified as the Harris Lot (69 acres) and the Dane Lot (74 
acres).   Dick told us that years ago while working on the Dane Lot, he 
was taking a break with George Nielsen when a friend came running 
out to ask them if they had heard the news that President Kennedy had 

Ph
ot

o 
by

 G
ra

ce
 B

ru
ss

Ph
ot

o 
co

ur
te

sy
 o

f W
eb

b 
Fa

m
ily

Ph
ot

o 
by

 O
la

n 
M

ill
s S

tu
di

o 
fo

r 
Fi

rs
t B

ap
tis

t C
hu

rc
h 

of
 N

L



11

An Anonymous Donor Provides the Ausbon 
Sargent Staff with a Unique Opportunity
by Kristy Heath
 Thanks to the generosity of an anonymous donor, four Ausbon Sargent 
staff members and one trustee were able to attend the Land Trust Alliance’s 
national conference, known as “Rally,” held this year in Minneapolis, MN.
Attending Rally is a wonderful opportunity to hear from experts in the land 
conservation field about new practices, methodologies, changes in IRS regu-
lations, and useful tools that can be employed to get the most from conserva-
tion dollars.  It is a great opportunity to network with others and see how our 
small organization aligns with others to form a broad base of people striving 
to accomplish the same thing: preserving the land.
 We attended workshops that gave insight on how to keep donors and the 
community engaged in the work we do. Experts shared how the healthcare 
system can use green space as medicine. We viewed new database technolo-
gies that are available and learned about insurances a land trust should have.  
Attending workshops on re-accreditation guidelines were important as we 
strive to make that process most efficient every five years. We learned about 
best practices for writing development committee fundraising letters and the 
importance of board members building donor relationships and engaging 
with members. There was even a workshop exploring the future possibility 
of using drones to monitor properties. Without a doubt, it was an experience 
that we feel very fortunate to have had. We left Minneapolis with our heads 
buzzing with ideas, strategies, and in many cases, a confidence that practices 
currently employed at Ausbon Sargent are sustainable. 
 What an amazing opportunity our anonymous donor afforded Ausbon 
Sargent. Being able to attend a conference like this, where education is 
coupled with excitement about the field of land preservation, is vital to our 
organization staying on top of its game. We enter our 30th year of land 
preservation in 2017 with excitement about how we can put some of our 
newfound knowledge to work to carry on the tradition of excellence, trust, and 
permanence at the Ausbon Sargent Land Preservation Trust!   

Kristy Heath is Ausbon Sargent’s Development and Administrative Coor-
dinator and was excited to attend Rally for the first time. She found the 
experience to be most helpful as someone relatively new to land conser-
vation. Kristy and her husband Nate reside in Springfield, NH with their 
three daughters, who all enjoy a walk in the woods! 

been shot. Dick also remembered when another friend joked that the 
price he paid for the Dane lot was, at that time, just about the price of a 
new Cadillac. 

In 2008 when the land trust moved into its new office, Dick and Betsy 
gave us a 3 foot x 9 foot harvest table which is rich with Webb family 
history. The table is made from a yellow birch that was timbered from 
their Wilmot property and then milled at the Trow’s in Sunapee.  For 
many years this table was the gathering spot for Thanksgiving dinners 
and sugaring season at their Wilmot cabin.  We are pleased to use it 
every day in our office.

Over the years Dick has quietly and generously contributed to a num-
ber of Ausbon Sargent’s strategic goals including helping to partially 
underwrite both our first and second land protection specialist staff 
positions.  Dick also understood the importance of stewardship.  He was 
an early supporter of our Saving Land for Tomorrow Campaign, our 
campaign to insure that  Ausbon Sargent would be able to fulfill its 
stewardship responsibilities for all our  conservation easement and  
fee-owned properties.  

Last July 2015, Dick attended what would be his final Ausbon Sargent 
event when we celebrated the successful protection of Wendell Marsh 
North and South insuring that a 300-acre block of contiguous land will 
continue to protect the water quality within the marsh and adjacent 
Sugar River.

Today’s dedication of “A custodian of these woods” is a most fitting 
tribute to Dick who was one of the most dedicated and influential 
conservationists and tree farmers of our time.  We thank Dick for the 
many lasting gifts he has given us to be enjoyed now and for genera-
tions to come. 
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Three generations of Webbs—Dick, grandson Tyler and son Van.
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Ausbon Sargent Welcomes  
Martha McLeod to the Board

Ausbon Sargent welcomes Martha McLeod 
as its newest trustee.  Martha and her 
husband, Ryan, moved to New London 
in 2011 and currently live in Andover.  
She has a BS in Business Administration 
with a concentration in Accounting from 
the University of New Hampshire and a 
MS in Accounting from the University of 
Massachusetts.  Martha’s background in 
accounting and her non-profit experience 
makes her a great fit for Ausbon Sargent 
and will be valuable in the organization’s 
succession planning for a future treasurer.

When we asked Martha what about 
Ausbon Sargent or the mission of the 

land trust influenced her to accept her role as a board member, she was 
happy to share the following thoughts:

“I first learned about Ausbon Sargent by exploring hiking trails in 
New London when my husband and I moved here five years ago.  We 
thought it was so great that there is an organization that helps facilitate 
the use of open space in our area and ensures it will be protected for 
future generations to use.  A few years later I met Debbie Stanley 
through the Rotary Club.  I saw how passionate she was about the 
mission of the organization and that inspired me to ask how I could 
become more involved.  My thought was to volunteer as an easement 
monitor, but Debbie had bigger plans.  She talked with me about 
joining some of the committees, but within a few months of our 
conversations, Debbie asked me to join the board.”

Martha graciously agreed to serve on Ausbon Sargent’s Lands Commit-
tee and the Finance Committee, as well.  She is an active member of the 
Newport, NH Rotary Club and served as president from March 2014 to 
June 2015.  In her free time, Martha enjoys hiking on various Ausbon 
Sargent properties and spending time with her husband and their cat, 
Trudie.

Martha’s rich credentials and her strong interest in the work of the land 
trust complement the strength of the current board and make her a 
natural fit.  Welcome to our team, Martha.

Meet our Newest Volunteer: 
Katie Potter!

In the Summer 2016 issue of Chatter, we included a request for a 
volunteer to manage the recycling in our office. We were so excited to 
hear from Lin Potter almost immediately! Lin’s 6th grade daughter, 
Katie, had been looking for an opportunity to volunteer, and the job at 
Ausbon Sargent seemed to be a perfect fit.  “We feel that volunteering is 
important in our community and want to encourage our children to 
do so” shared Lin, whose older daughter volunteers at their church 
thrift shop.

When asked about volunteering at Ausbon 
Sargent, Katie said when her mom told 
her that ASLPT needed a volunteer, 
she wanted the job. “I knew they had 
something to do with land and I thought 
that was cool. I have learned more about 
ASLPT.” 

Katie and her mom, who drive by the 
building every day, stop in about once 
every two weeks to pick up boxes, cans, 
and paper and take it to the New London 
Transfer Station.  Katie says “It is impor-
tant to recycle and I’m glad that ASLPT 
does it and I’m glad that I can help them 
do it.”

We are fortunate to have Katie as our youngest volunteer, and to have 
families in the area that instill volunteerism as an important part of 
living within their community.  Thanks, Katie and Lin!
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We are hoping to get to 565 likes by the end of 2017!
If you are on Facebook, we would love to have you “Like” our page.  Having a small niche 
in the Facebook world, “Likes” are of significant value to us. They are an indicator of our 
reach, as well as how engaged our audience is. We try to post an interesting photo two 
times a week, keeping our followers up to date on our activities, or just showcasing a 
pretty property.
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Opt IN with a Child
by Steve Allenby

During the Thanksgiving weekend, Ausbon Sargent had the wonder-
ful idea of locally promoting the nationwide “opt out” campaign, 
encouraging folks to enjoy one of Ausbon Sargent’s preserved land-
scapes instead of shopping the sales.  However, after taking the “opt 
out” challenge with my grandchildren, it strikes me that a better name 
might be “opt in.” 

Opt in to exploring the history and natural beauty of our area.  Opt 
in to walking off that large Thanksgiving meal.  And especially when 
it comes to grandchildren, opt in to the serendipity of walking in the 
woods with a curious child.

Have you ever tried an apple from every one of the old apple trees in the 
field by the Bunker Farm cellar hole?  (It was a unanimous decision 
that the yellow apples were the best.)  Have you bushwhacked down by 
Great Brook to find unusual stone formations that you could sit in like 
a cave?  Have you competed to see whose stick would float the farthest 
down a stream or how fast you can hike the length of the Bunker Loop?  
These are just some of the great adventures you might experience if you 
take a child with you when you hike one of Ausbon Sargent properties! 
You will also have time to talk about what is going on in your lives, 
your views of the world, what your life was like as a child, and to answer 
questions about   nature – just don’t expect these conversations to be 
linear!

Studies have shown that children benefit greatly from being outdoors.  
Gains include lowered stress, increased attention span and improved 
social skills. But there are two benefits not mentioned that are perhaps 
even more important.  1) Children gain an appreciation of the natural 
world and their place in it – so important because they will one day  
be the stewards of the environment, and 2) You both grow closer,  
especially if you allot enough time to allow their curiosity to guide  
your walk.  

We are fortunate to have such beautiful preserved land and trails 
throughout the area, often less than a five-minute drive away.   
So, plan to “opt in” soon…and take a child with you as you explore 
and appreciate what so many people have worked so hard to provide.

Steve and his wife, Nancy, moved to New London six years ago, 
after living 30 years in Vermont.  He is a member of the Ausbon 
Sargent Board and Chair of the Lands Committee.  When he is 
not hiking, biking and playing with his grandchildren, Steve is 
involved with developing and financing energy efficiency and 
solar projects and consults with the utility industry and the Federal 
government regarding improving their energy security.Steve and Nancy Allenby ‘Opt Outside’ with their grandchildren
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Opt Outside

Doris Ebel at Clark Lookout. Read more on page 7.
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Ausbon Sargent Does More Than Conserve Land 
 by Peggy Hutter

There is no question that the most important achievements of the Ausbon Sargent Land Preservation Trust are its 139 conserved properties covering 11,117 
acres in its 12-town region.  Rarely does a winter or summer issue of the Chatter newsletter go to print without the celebration of one to multiple success-
ful projects. But, in addition to that very significant work, we also take pride in introducing people to these properties and offering workshops on subjects 
related to managing a property, protecting wildlife habitats, and educating the public about issues that may affect the land. 

We Offer Workshops
The University of New Hampshire Cooperative Extension has partnered 
with Ausbon Sargent throughout the years to share current topics that are 
relevant to property owners, land stewards and those who use the land.  
In September Amy Papineau, a pollination specialist at the Cooperative 
Extension, led a free workshop entitled “Supporting Pollinators in the 
Landscape.”

Amy shared that “pollinating insects are critical to the success of lo-
cal agriculture and to the maintenance of biodiversity in our natural 
ecosystems.” She educated the audience of more than 50 people about the 
many types of bees that we would likely find in our NH backyards and 
the role of these insects in the environment.  We left the session with new 
ideas of how to design our gardens and landscape to provide these pol-
linators with the resources they need.  Amy also offered her professional 
services to answer our future questions or to help design our gardens for 
pollinators.

We Plan Hikes and Activities on Our Properties
Ausbon Sargent Land Protection Specialist Andy Deegan features a num-
ber of our protected properties each year during his Dragonfly Walks or 
nature hikes that explore subjects such as vernal pools, wetlands, timber 
cuts and lakefront issues. Some hikes are planned with the intent to 
highlight a special property or share a scenic view.

On October 1st, that special property was the 475-acre Woods Without 
Gile easement property in Springfield, owned by Ann and Marc Davis.  
During the hike, participants covered about two miles in an hour and a 
half. The Davises were joined by NH licensed forester Tim Wallace, UNH 
Cooperative Extension Associate Professor/Wildlife Specialist Matt Tarr, 
UNH Cooperative Extension Forester for Sullivan County Dode Gladders 
and Andy Deegan of Ausbon Sargent.  

Hikers were treated to some stunning views as the early fall colors were 
just erupting.  They witnessed the results of an active timber manage-
ment project and saw evidence of various forms of wildlife, including 
beaver activity.  Ausbon Sargent is ever mindful of the treat at the end of 
the event, so refreshments are always served.

The mission of The Ausbon Sargent Land Preservation Trust is “to help 
preserve the rural landscape,” but in order to meet this goal and gain 
support, it is important that we help to share an understanding and 
appreciation of the environment that we are hoping to protect.  We hope 
you’ll join us in the upcoming year for one of our events, which are 
always free and open to the public.  Visit our website regularly at 
www.ausbonsargent.org to see our plans as they evolve.

Amy Papineau of the UNH Cooperative Extension  

The October 1st “Woods Without Gile” hike in Springfield 
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The individuals listed below have 
notified us that they 
have provided for Ausbon 
Sargent in their estate plans.

Mr. and Mrs. James D. Abbott*

Anonymous (10)

Rich and Heidi Anderson

Theodore S. Bacon, Jr.*

Ann C. Bemis*

Catherine Bogardus*

Roland P. Carreker*

Michael and Susan Chiarella

Rick Cole

Naia L. Conrad*

Chris and Janice Cundey

Tim and Lorraine Davis

Joe and Laurie DiClerico

Neil Donnenfeld

John and Maggie Ford

Cotton M. Cleveland and 

 John B. Garvey

Gerard and Jane Gold

David Karrick

Doug Lyon

Andrew J. McDonald*

Dave and Bev Payne

Rachel and Myron* Rosenblum

John and Sage Scott

John and Nancy Denny Solodar

Virginia Anthony Soule*

Peter and Debbie Stanley

Libby Trayner*

Betsy Denny Warner

Mary-Seymour “Sissy” Wastcoat*

  

  *denotes deceased

Memorial Gifts 
Honor the Individual and the Work 
They Were Passionate About 
by Kathy Carroll

During the summer and fall of 2016, Ausbon Sargent lost 
three exceptional friends.  Richard “Dick” Webb, Brian Faughnan 
and Amy Blitzer extended our mission as leading advocates.  Each 
was a quiet and generous benefactor in ways unique to them.

Executive Director Debbie Stanley recalls that Dick Webb, an early and avid 
supporter, was “one of the most dedicated and influential conservationists 
and tree farmers of our time.  Of the more than 3,400 acres of land that the 
Webb family has protected, 549 acres on four separate easements are held by 
Ausbon Sargent.”  Dick was a true “custodian” of his woods for the benefit of 
future generations. (See “Remarks for Dick’s Memorial Service” on page 10.)

Brian Faughnan was a model easement monitor and a “pioneer” in GPS 
mapping for Ausbon Sargent. His passion for nature and the outdoors was 
also valuable in his stewardship. A tribute to Brian noted that “he devoted 
much of his energy and intellect to preserving the natural environment” 
through his involvement with local conservation groups.

Amy Blitzer had a 20-year connection to Ausbon Sargent.  She was passionate 
about conservation throughout her life and served on the Bradford Conserva-
tion Commission.  Amy was an easement donor of two Bradford properties 
and was actively involved in the effort to conserve Battles Farm.

The designation by the families of Dick, Brian and Amy for memorial gifts 
to come to Ausbon Sargent was extremely gratifying.  We received numerous 
gifts in celebration of their lives and in affirmation of their commitment to 
land protection, and we are honored to be the beneficiary of such thoughtful 
generosity.

Memorial Gifts can be powerful for any organization.  This is certainly true 
for Ausbon Sargent.  These gifts are heartfelt tributes to people who were im-
portant to us, and they offer a meaningful way to enrich work they cherished 
and often in which they were engaged.  My giving to Ausbon Sargent began 
with a memorial gift to support a cause that was important to me while also 
honoring a prominent community member who was central to the work of 
Ausbon Sargent from its earliest days.

We are grateful to the families and the donors whose gifts to remember Dick, 
Brian and Amy, by helping to preserve our rural landscape, are a source of 
pride.  We invite your consideration of a memorial gift to Ausbon Sargent 
when it is appropriate for you.

Kathy Carroll is retired from the non-profit sector, and resides in 
New London.  She joined the Ausbon Sargent Board in the Fall of 2015.

If you have already 

named the Ausbon Sargent 

Land Preservation Trust 

in your estate plan and 

would like to become 

a member of 

The Acorn Society, 

please let us know. 

If you would  

like more information, 

feel free to call the 

Ausbon Sargent office at 

603-526-6555 

or email 

dstanley@ausbonsargent.org 

Members who prefer 

not to be recognized 

can remain anonymous.



Won’t you become a Member? 
Won’t you join us and become part of the living legacy created through land conservation?

You can find out more about us on our website at:  www.ausbonsargent.org

Please make checks payable to:  Ausbon Sargent and mail to:  P.O. Box 2040, New London, NH 03257-2040
or call and use your credit card:  603.526.6555

Name

Address

Phone     E-mail

Donations to Ausbon Sargent are tax deductible as provided by Section 170 of the Internal Revenue Code.              02/17

$$$

$10,000+ Ausbon Sargent Society

$5,000+ Legacy Circle

$2,500+ Leadership Circle

$1,000+ Benefactor 

$500+ Patron

$250+ Steward

$150+ Protector

$60+ Advocate

Other $ 

71 Pleasant Street

P.O. Box 2040

New London

New Hampshire

03257-2040

603.526.6555
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Andy Deegan, 
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Special Thanks to all of our guest authors!
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