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GRANITView:  GRANITView:  granitview.unh.edugranitview.unh.edu

GRANITView 
provides a 
simple general 
soils mapping 
option in New 
Hampshire



Zoom to Your LocationZoom to Your Location

Use the “+” 
magnifier to 
zoom to 
your 
location.



Center Your Location on the MapCenter Your Location on the Map

Use the 
Hand 

Tool to 
navigate 
to your 

location.



Turn on the Aerial PhotosTurn on the Aerial Photos

Check the map layers above



Sketch Your Property on the MapSketch Your Property on the Map

Often you can see the property lines on the aerial photo if you know the shape 
of the property from a survey or tax map



Turn on the Farm Soils LayerTurn on the Farm Soils Layer

Turn on the map layers shown above, adjust the transparency

Prime Farm Soils
Prime Farm Soils

Soils of Statewide Soils of Statewide 
ImportanceImportance

Soils of Local Soils of Local 

ImportanceImportance

11

22
33



Turn on the Farm Soils LabelsTurn on the Farm Soils Labels

Turn on the map layers shown above



Choose the Identify ToolChoose the Identify Tool

The Identify tool provides detailed info about any layer



Identify Identify ““FarmlandFarmland”” TypesTypes

Scroll down and choose Farmland



Click on the Area of InterestClick on the Area of Interest

Review the details provided – there’s lots of info here!
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• A conservation easement is 
– a perpetual, legally binding agreement
– voluntarily donated or sold by a landowner to 

a conservation organization or agency;  
– limits certain types of land uses, including 

development; 
– protects conservation values for future 

generations;

What is a Conservation Easement



Under a Conservation Easement:

• Land remains privately owned and can be 
bought/sold;

• Provisions remain in force for future 
owners;

• Land remains on the tax roles.



Typical Ausbon Sargent Easement 

Land Use Limitations

• No commercial or industrial uses *
• No subdivision or development
• No structures or improvements *
• No soil, wetland or topographical disturbances *
• No billboards*
• No mining, quarrying, removal of sand, gravel, 

rocks, topsoil;
• No dumping 

* except forestry/agriculture, with limitations



Typical Ausbon Sargent Easement 
land uses allowed

Any land uses not limited, including
• Forestry
• Agriculture
• Conservation
• Wildlife habitat management
• Non-commercial outdoor recreation

However, no use can be detrimental to However, no use can be detrimental to 
the purposes of the easementthe purposes of the easement



Under a Conservation Easement:

• Landowner promises not to exercise the 
property rights limited by the easement

• The limited rights are forfeited and no longer 
exist;

• Conservation organization monitors and 
enforces the landowner’s promise:

to abide by the terms of the easementto abide by the terms of the easement.



Looking at Land with a 
Conservation Easement in Place?

 contact the easement holder, 
 get a copy of the easement deed, 
 READ IT, 
 discuss the easement and your plans for     

the land with the easement holder

DonDon’’t make assumptions t make assumptions ––
ask questions before you buy/lease!ask questions before you buy/lease!



Interested in Conserving Your Land 
with a Conservation Easement?

• Find a land trust near you at the 
NH Land Trust Coalition Web Site:

www.nhltc.orgwww.nhltc.org



Agricultural Management under 
an Ausbon Sargent

 Conservation Easement
Typically, forests can be converted to agriculture Typically, forests can be converted to agriculture 

on suitable sites, soils, terrainon suitable sites, soils, terrain
• Especially on Prime and statewide ag soils, 

• Often on soils of local agricultural significance, for 
suitable purposes,

• NOT on shallow to bedrock soils or 

• NOT on mucky wetland soils, 

• NOT on steep slopes.

Use Farm Soils Maps to identify suitable Use Farm Soils Maps to identify suitable 
Sites, Soils, TerrainSites, Soils, Terrain



Agricultural Management under 
an Ausbon Sargent

 Conservation Easement


 

Typically Best Management Practices 
required, 


 

Sometimes management plan required.


 

Funding source often dictates specific 
agricultural provisions 


 
placement of ag buildings


 

timing of mowing,…



Agricultural Management under 
a Conservation Easement

• Agriculture must be balanced with other 
conservation priorities
– Water resources – unmowed/uncultivated stream 

buffers, slope limitations, to minimize erosion

– Wildlife habitat – time of mowing, height of mower

– Outdoor recreation – varies depending on situation – 
public funding often requires public access, but 
provisions for farm posting likely included



Agricultural Management under 
a Conservation Easement

• Conservation concerns with farm practices
» soil erosion, 
» water quality, 
» nutrient loss/management 



Wildlife Management under an 
Ausbon Sargent

 Conservation Easement

• Typically: 
– forests can be converted to early 

successional habitat/fields
– often requires forestry or wildlife management 

plan prepared by a professional 



Land Value Under
 a Conservation Easement

• Conservation easements typically lower 
the value of land, 

• Lower value often makes land more 
accessible to farmers for purchase.
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